
 SOUTH WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL REPORT 2017
ASSETS: 
The Village Hall: A considerable amount of money is spent to keep the Village Hall in good working order. The Village Hall has a high number of bookings and is in continual use.

During the past year the Parish Council has had to spend money seeking expert advice when the floor lifted at election time, an area of the floor had to be re-laid and money has been set aside in case the problem arises again.

Funds have been spent on inserting a new window in the Disabled toilet which has much improved the space.

The Parish Council has also carried out necessary Fire Risk Assessments and as a result has installed a new Electrical Distribution Board, outside Emergency Lighting and rear Emergency Exits.

The Village Hall is used by the Pre-school on a daily basis and following a change of ownership, the Pre-school have put money into improving the Children’s outside play area and have installed Air-Conditioning units to the value of approximately £10,000.
Income received from the Solar Panels make a significant contribution to funds.

Village Green:  The Green is looking well and is maintained by CGM Ltd and employment of a contractor, BMAC Garden Services. The Parish Council no longer employs a Handyman, therefore has made a significant amount of savings on wages.

Following the Traveler Encampment last year, the Parish Council made the decision to put up posts around The Green in the hope that the situation can be avoided in the future.
Allotments: The Parish Council has 109 allotments, and at present six plots are vacant.

The hire cost per year is currently £25.00. 
The Parish Council has had to spend money clearing a vacated plot which unfortunately consisted of a shed with an Asbestos Roof.

Car Park improvements will hopefully go ahead later this year.
FINANCE: The Finance Committee meets four times during the year to examine each quarter Accounts. 
In January each year the full Parish Council meets to look at the finances and to set the budget (As per attached Finance Sheets).
The finances are looked at by an Internal Auditor as well as Mazars the External Auditors. All figures and books are available to be seen at the Parish Office and if anyone would like to look at them, they only need to call in and ask.

The precept for 2017/2018 has been slightly reduced to £94,980.

POLICY: The Policy Committee is scheduled to meet four times per year, although it tends to meet when specific issues arise. 

South Wootton Parish Council previously help Quality Status which means that the Council must ensure that it complies with all legislation governing the conduct of business at this level of Local Government. At present we are updating the award to the new Local Council Award Scheme.
Health and Safety aspects are also looked at, for example, “Open Water” Warning signs have been recently erected at the Pond.

In the course of each year the Policy Committee checks that the Parish Council is conducting meetings and managing its affairs in accordance with the rules. 

Another role of the Policy Committee is to consider the Appraisals of its staff, and recommend changes to terms of employment and salaries where required.

There are currently two vacancies on the Parish Council, which have been recently advertised.
The Parish Council has decided to not employ a nominated Handyman at present and to put out arising jobs to a Contractor. The situation will be reviewed in the future. 

The Village Sign is currently undergoing renovation and will be re-erected in due course. 

PLANNING: The Parish Council is a designated statutory consultee regarding planning matters and, consequently, it receives for comment, planning applications relevant to the Parish, from the Borough Council.
The Parish Council has devolved responsibility for commenting on the applications to the Planning Committee, which is made up of six Parish Councilors. This year, we have dealt with 46 planning applications. We have supported 42 and opposed 2. The other 2 were delegated decisions made by the Borough Planning Department. 
A small development of 26 properties has been approved on approximately one third of the land known locally as ‘the nine acre field’ adjacent to Nursery Lane. The remaining two thirds will be gifted to the Parish in perpetuity for a nominal cost of £1. Within this area there will be two swales to deal with any excess drainage water and, also a small car park to act as an overflow for Wootton Park. The rest of the land will remain as a green open space. The maintenance of the swales will be the responsibility of a separate management company to be set up by the developers.  
The Knight’s Hill development by Camland for 650 properties is one of the plans we strongly opposed for reasons of numbers, density and traffic congestion, as well as other issues. Although the consultation period is over, the Parish Council would urge those residents who have not submitted their objections to the Borough Council to do so.
The Knight’s Hill site involves three separate authorities, namely, Castle Rising Parish to the north, Gaywood Ward to the south and South Wootton Parish in the mid section. This includes the separate small development by Clayland. The number of new properties within our Parish we estimate is likely to be around 200 - 250.  We have met with Clayland, who inform us that their application is under review and we await the outcome. 
The Parish Council is also awaiting a planning application from Larkfleet for the land west of Hall Lane. At present, they have suggested 450 new properties but the Parish Council will oppose this scale of development and try to get the number reduced.
As a consequence of these developments, the Parish will receive money for new amenities and other improvements via the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). The money will come from the developers to the Borough Council in stages as the developments progress. As we have a Neighbourhood Plan in place, we will be able to get 25% of the available funds. The Parish Council would be grateful for any suggestions on appropriate projects for improving the welfare of the village. 
The Planning Committee also deals with Highways issues. These involve a range of subjects, such as, street lighting, potholes in roads and pathways, dog bins, etc.  
Highlights include two new Bus Shelters to be located at the Deas Road and Woodlands Bus stops along Grimston Road. The Parish Council has received a grant for 50% of the cost for purchase and installation of the shelters.
To provide better Broadband, two new cabinets are being installed at Priory Lane and near to 188, Wootton Road.
A new Dog Bin has been sited near to Langley Road/Stody Drive and another one is to be placed at Oak Avenue. 
After complaints, ADSA have trimmed the hedge which was overhanging the pathway. 

Drains along Grimston Road and Appledore Close have been cleared to reduce risk of flooding. 
The County Council has designated Birkbeck Close a ‘No Cold Calling Zone’. A request has been submitted to the County Council for the area of Avon Road, Rushmead Close and associated side roads to be granted similar status.
AFFILIATED COMMITTEES: 
WOOTTON PARK: The Wootton Park Committee is made up of members from both North and South Wootton Parish Councils, residents and a Football Club representative.

The Wootton Park Committee meet bi-monthly and is funded by both Parish Councils as well as by independent funding raised from Charity Quiz nights and Race nights etc.
There is a “200 Club” which currently has approximately 80 members who pay in £24 per annum by Standing Order.

A monthly draw takes place and cash prize winners are notified by letter, anyone wishing to join the “200 Club” can do so by contacting the Parish Office.

Work is carried out at Wootton Park by a supervised Community Payback Team who visits on the first Sunday of each month, by Students who take part in National Citizen Service and by volunteers of the Green Gym which meets of the first and third Thursday of the month (6pm 8pm).
Anyone wishing to join the Green Gym can do so by just turning up at the Pavilion at the specified times, and in exchange for light work, can receive Time Credits which can be spent on various activities, such as Majestic Cinema Tickets.
Money raised at various events, including Picnic on the Park has been spent on Hedge Cutting, Tree Planting and Improvements to the Pavilion.
A defibrillator has also been purchased and sited at the Pavilion with funds raised by the Picnic on the Park and the Football Club.
SOUTH WOOTTON IN BLOOM: South Wootton in Bloom is made up of a team of volunteers who work very hard. 

The Team are responsible for planting the superb display of spring bulbs in the village, the planting of the Wildflower strips, the making up of the floral hanging baskets and tubs, the planters on the Green and the various flower beds.

Two new “wood effect” planters have been purchased for the Pond area on the Green.

SWiB receives a Grant donated from the Parish Council, but also carries out a lot of fundraising activities.

South Wootton in Bloom holds stalls at different events locally to raise funds. 

An Open Gardens Event will hopefully take place in July 2017. 

South Wootton in Bloom is also involved with the Sensory Garden at St Mary’s Churchyard; which is looking really lovely at the moment. 
Work is also carried out at the Junior School Allotment Garden, by Mr & Mrs Price and Mr Nolan Mills. The school was awarded “Young Peoples Award” by the Anglia in Bloom judges.
South Wootton in Bloom is always looking for new volunteers to help. 

