S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 10th November 2015 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. PRESENT: Mr D Price (Chairman), Mr I Jordan, Mrs T Banks, Mr M Narborough, Mr D Steward-Brown, Rev D Tate, Mrs M Albinson, Mr H Hofmeister, Mr A Evans, Mr J Smallwood,  Mr R Williamson, Mr K Reynolds, Mr S Scales, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk), Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk). Borough Councillors Mrs E Nockolds and Mr N Daubney

County Councillor Mr J Law

APOLOGIES: Mrs D Gotts
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 13th October 2015, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Evans, with three abstentions all other members were in favour and they were signed by the Chairman.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant. 
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – None present. 
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

County Councillor Law: Mr Price referred to the circulated report produced by County Cllr Law and asked if there were any questions.

Rev Tate enquired about the current refugee situation and asked if the County Council was awaiting further instructions from the Government.

In the absence of Cllr Law, Cllr Daubney stated that the Borough Council is working with colleagues at the Local Government Association. He said that the Borough Council has to ensure it can accommodate the refugees.

Cllr Daubney said that ten families may come to Norfolk although he was not sure what the impact on West Norfolk would be.  

Cllr Daubney was pleased to say that he had been to the College of West Anglia to look at the new University Centre. He said that work on the project had been ongoing since 2006. He confirmed that the Government along with the Local Enterprise Partnership had approved £6.5 million to build the centre.
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Cllr Daubney stated that the University Centre is on the College Campus and would be finished by the Autumn Term 2016. He said that the Centre was specifically for Higher Education as a whole, not just one area of study.
Cllr Daubney said that the Borough Council had been working hard to put a scheme to the Government regarding devolved powers.

He explained that the Government is looking at devolved powers for local Authorities, he said if local Authorities can provide the provision of services more effectively, they need to put together a case and the Government will look to devolve money and powers for local determination.
It was said that Norfolk, Suffolk and the Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) are working together to produce a case. 
Comment was made that one weakness is that the Government seems determined that these areas should have an elected Mayor, it was felt that for example people living in Norfolk may not want a Mayor living in Ipswich.
Mrs Banks stated that an area of services is Health and Social Care; she was concerned that Anglia will become a region; she said that when this had happened with the Mental Health service in the past problems had been seen.
Cllr Daubney confirmed that it would be seen as one big authority.

Cllr Daubney said that the Borough Council is starting on the budget process and how to deal with 30% - 40% budget cuts. He said that they are looking to see how they can provide the services on less money.

Mrs Banks suggested that a small increase in rates may help.

It was said that the Government does not want to increase rates. 
Finally, Cllr Daubney stated that Parking Charges can now be paid for via mobile phones.

Borough Councilor Nockolds said that the Lynn Lumiere had recently shown Poppies and Candles on the iconic buildings in Kings Lynn. She said that from 22nd November 2015 Christmas images will be shown.
She was pleased to report that the Christmas Light switch on will take place this year on Sunday 22nd November.
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Later in the year a Medieval Weekend will be held, which will include a show from the Medieval Babes. Tickets to the Medieval Banquet can be purchased at the Town Hall.
Cllr Nockolds spoke regarding the Fawkes in the Walks event and said that some 10,000 people had attended.

Finally, Cllr Nockolds informed members that new Electric Car Chargers have been situated at the St James Multi Storey Car Park and at the Central Car Park in Hunstanton. 

County Cllr Law arrived at the meeting and reported that the long awaited Bus Stop hard standing at Sandy Lane would be completed in early December 2015.

Mr Price spoke regarding the circulated email regarding the junction at Oak Avenue and Castle Rising Road and asked if there had been any further news.

Cllr Law said that he is awaiting a response from Norfolk County Councils Highways Department regarding his latest Email. He said that he would keep the Parish Council up to date regarding the situation.

Rev Tate referred to Cllr Laws report regarding libraries and asked if any of the local libraries would be closed as a result of budget cuts.

Cllr Law confirmed that it would be extremely unlikely if any libraries will close.

Rev Tate enquired about Climate Change and asked if there were any updates. 

Cllr Law said that he would pass on any information he receives.

Finally, Mr Narborough asked about the resurfacing of Chapel Street with chippings at the end of the summer. He said that the exercise would have been quite costly, however after a few weeks the road chippings have all gone and the road has returned to its original state.

Cllr Law said that no complaints had been received, however he would have a look at the area concerned.
Finally Mr Scales wished to draw Cllr Laws attention to the problems happening at Stody Drive with Lorries parking on both sides of the road. He asked who was responsible for managing the situation.
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Mr Scales circulated some photos of the offending vehicles and Cllr Law agreed that the vehicles were certainly breaking the law.

After discussion, it was agreed that the matter should be bought to the attention of Stephen Bett the Police and Crime Commissioner for Norfolk. 

Cllr Law kindly offered to attend any site meeting if required.

6. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:

Assets – No meeting held.
Finance – Mr Jordan confirmed that no meeting had been held, however reminded members that the next Finance Committee meeting would be held on 6th January 2016, when the full Parish Council are invited to discuss the budgets. 

Mr Jordan asked if all budget requests can be put forward to Mrs Cornwell during December 2015.

Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.

Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price with the Bank Statements and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Price was happy that these balanced he and Mr Jordan (Chairman of the Finance Committee) initialled the Bank Statement. 
Planning – Mr Evans stated that everything was as per the circulated minutes, however he wished to confirm that following the resignation of Mr Clapham, a representative from the Planning Committee was required to serve on the Policy Committee. He stated that Mr Ken Reynolds had kindly agreed to take on the role.
Mrs Cornwell explained that in addition, a Parish Councillor is also required to serve on the Planning Committee. She explained that the Planning Committee meets fortnightly on a Monday evening.

Members agreed to consider the matter.
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It was also noted that the Parish Council is also a member short; Mr Price said that the Parish Council may consider co-opting someone to join.
Mrs Cornwell stated that the vacancy had been advertised by the Borough Council and on the Parish Notice boards; however no one has shown any interest.

Members agreed that the vacancy should be advertised on the next Newsletter.

Rev Tate enquired about the Planning Committee meeting held on 19th October 2015 when Clayland Estates had attended. It was asked what the general feeling of the Planning Committee was. 

Mr Price referred to the minutes and confirmed that he was in attendance at the meeting (minutes amended). He stated that there had been good discussion and he felt that Clayland Estates had listened to points raised by the Planning Committee.

Mr Price informed members that following the meeting, Clayland Estates had reconsidered their original plans and reduced the number of dwellings from 72 to 65. They had also taken on board comments regarding the need for bungalows and had increased the number of this type of property.
Mr Price said that he had seen the Clayland Estates brochure for Watton and he felt the properties looked a good type.

Members felt that Clayland Estates have always been open and positive.

It was asked about the density of the development; members felt that further clarification should be sought as 65 properties still seemed quite a lot for the site area.

Mrs Cornwell stated that she would seek clarification of the size of the site and the density for the next Planning Committee meeting.

It was also noted that Clayland Estates are not intending to incorporate any amenity land on site. 
It was explained that on the neighbouring site there is a large area specifically identified as an Ecology Mitigation site. Clayland feels that amenity land could be provided on a more suitable neighbouring site through S106 payments. 
Members commented that amenity land has sometimes caused problems in the past as children use the areas for playing football or they are left and become overgrown.
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Mr Jordan said that as the application is for a major development the whole Parish Council should look at it.

It was agreed that the Planning Committee will look at the application on Monday 16th November 2015 and then an extra ordinary Parish Council meeting can be arranged if required. (Clerks Note: All members invited to Planning Committee Meeting on 16th November 2015).
Public Examination of the Borough Council of Kings Lynn and West Norfolk Site Allocations and Development Management Policies Pre-Submission Document (January 2015): Mr Price informed members that he and Mrs Cornwell had attended the hearing sessions at South Lynn Community Centre and had been able to speak in both sessions (regarding the land to the west of Hall Lane and the land at the Knights Hill area).

Mr Price felt that the hearing session regarding the land to the west of Hall Lane had perhaps gone better; he said that whilst the developers were pushing for an increase from 300 new dwellings to 500, the Borough Council had been supportive of the Parish Councils views. 

Mr Price spoke regarding the Knights Hill situation and said that the developers were pushing for an increase from 600 new dwellings to 700.
Mr Price confirmed that the Inspector will produce his report. It was said that whilst the Parish Council will be able to see it, it will be unable to respond.
Mr Jordan proposed a vote of thanks to Mr Price for representing the Parish Council and the residents of South Wootton at the Hearing Sessions.

Mr Price wished to thank Mr James Alflatt from Bidwell’s for all of his help and support. It was said that he had met with Mr Price and Mrs Cornwell free of charge to offer his help and advice.
Mr Smallwood proposed that a formal letter should be sent to Mr Alflatt thanking him for his support, all members agreed.

Policy: Mr Smallwood confirmed that a meeting had been held on 4th November 2015, when three new Policies had been discussed (Policies circulated). He explained that the Policies were necessary for the Local Council Award Scheme.
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The three new policies are:
Grant Awarding Policy and Procedure 


Community Engagement Policy
South Wootton Parish Council Equality Policy
After brief discussion, Mr Smallwood proposed that the Parish Council adopts all three of the new policies; this was seconded by Mr Price with all members in favour.
Mr Smallwood confirmed that there were some confidential matters to be discussed at the end of the meeting. (See Confidential Minutes).
7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School – See attached 
Junior School – See attached 
Mr Price informed members that the work on the school garden is now finished for the year. 

He reported that the pupils had enjoyed building a bug hotel last week and confirmed that three trees need to be planted. 

Wootton Park – Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the CGM Group Contract Specification and confirmed that as per the red areas on the map, these are currently only flailed once per annum.

She referred to the circulated quote and explained that CGM Group had provided a quote to carry out the flailing on 20 occasions per year; however following a Wootton Park Association meeting it was agreed that only 10 occasions would be sufficient.

Mrs Cornwell stated that this would mean that during the grass cutting season, the flailing will be carried out approximately every three weeks at a cost of £45.50 per occasion, totalling £455 per annum.

After discussion, Mr Price proposed that CGM Group should flail the areas shaded red on the map, ten times per annum at approximately three weekly intervals at a cost of £45.50 per occasion; this was seconded by Mr Reynolds with all members in favour.
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Football Club Mrs Cornwell informed members that an email had been received from Matt Sturgeon at the Football Club enquiring whether the Football Club would be able to hold a Football Tournament on the weekend of 18th & 19th June 2016.

After discussion, Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council agrees in principle to the Football Tournament being held, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.

Mr Reynolds commented that all Football Teams taking part in the event must be affiliated clubs.
Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding further correspondence received from Matt Sturgeon. She explained that he had been approached by a local Cricket Club team who wish to use the Wootton Park facilities during the summer months.

It was said that the Football Club are in support of the suggestion and felt this would provide additional revenue for the Wootton Park Association.

After discussion, Mr Williamson proposed that the Parish Council should support the Cricket Club venture and allow them to use the Wootton Park facilities over the summer months; this was seconded by Mr Narborough, with one abstention all other members were in favour.

Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the Wootton Park Association and explained that currently there are two trustees from North Wootton Parish Council and ideally two members are required from South Wootton Parish Council.

She asked if anyone was interested in becoming a trustee.

After discussion, Mr Steve Scales kindly offered to become a trustee of the Wootton Park Association, other members were asked to consider the possibility of taking on the other vacant position.

Cllr Nockolds spoke regarding the possibility of the Alive Leisure Trust taking over Wootton Park. 
She said that she had made enquiries and confirmed that they were not interested in the idea.

Mrs Cornwell stated that as the income of the Wootton Park Association is less than £5,000 per annum, it can be deregistered as a Charity. In this case an Annual Return would no longer be required.
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She confirmed however, that by Law the Wootton Park Association has to run as per the Constitution, therefore, Trustee’s are required.
South Wootton in Bloom – In the absence of Mrs Gotts, Mrs Albinson provided a report. She informed members that daffodils have been planted along Nursery Lane and the hanging baskets have been renewed.
Mrs Albinson said that the Parish Church Craft Fair would be taking place on 21st November 2015. It was said that any donations of raffle prizes would be gratefully received.                         
Mr Price said that his wife Karin would be donating a Christmas Food Hamper.

Finally, Mrs Albinson stated that Mrs Gotts would be attending the Anglia in Bloom Feedback Session on Thursday 12th November. It was confirmed that South Wootton had received a Silver Gilt, narrowly missing a Gold Award. 
8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list, plus:-
NALC



   November Newsletter



    Info




   Better Broadband Information Sheet

       “

NCC



   Council approves funding for Norwich Northern     “




   Distributor Road

Mr & Mrs Price

   Request for financial assistance to plant new 
       “

   area of Sensory Garden

Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the request made by Mrs Price for financial assistance to plant the newly cleared area of St Marys Churchyard.
Mr Price commented that the Parish Council had paid for the removal of the overgrown trees.

Members suggested that South Wootton in Bloom may be willing to contribute towards some plants for the area. It was said that part of the Parish Councils Grant could be used for the project.

After discussion, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council should wait for South Wootton in Bloom to consider the request. It was felt that the Parish Councils contribution was funding the removal of the trees, this was seconded by Mr Narborough, with three abstentions; all other members were in favour.
9. ACCOUNTS: – as per circulated list.
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Bank balances as at 30.10.2015
Community Account
      

    17,470.21
Step saver a/c
                 
             0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                             170,000.00
Total                                                                               £187,470.21
10. TO DISCUSS CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:  - See attached

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55pm.

11. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 8th December 2015, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
8th December 2015                                                                                Chairman
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