S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 8th December 2015 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. PRESENT: Mr I Jordan, Mrs T Banks, Mr M Narborough, Mr D Steward-Brown, Rev D Tate, Mrs D Gotts, Mr H Hofmeister, Mr A Evans, Mr J Smallwood,  Mr R Williamson, Mr K Reynolds, Mr S Scales, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk), Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk). 
APOLOGIES: Mr D Price (Chairman), Mrs M Albinson, Borough Councillors Mrs E Nockolds and Mr N Daubney. County Councillor Mr J Law

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 10th November 2015, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Smallwood, with one abstention all other members were in favour and they were signed by the Chairman.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks and Mr Smallwood declared an interest as they are Allotment Tenants. 
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – None present. 
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

County Councillor Law: No Report 
Borough Councilor Nockolds: No Report  
Borough Councilor Daubney: No Report
6. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:

Assets – Mr Narborough confirmed that a meeting had been held on 2nd December 2015, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

Allotments: Mr Narborough stated that further to the meeting another load of chippings have appeared at the Allotments Car Park, he asked if anyone knows who is depositing the chippings could they please let him know.

It was suggested that they may have been ordered by a tenant for use on their Allotment plot.
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Mrs Cornwell stated that a sign could be erected stating that no dumping is allowed.

Mr Narborough said that he would keep an eye on the situation.  

Request to set up a seed shop: Mr Narborough said that an Allotment Tenant had been in touch to seek approval to set up a seed shop from the shed on his Allotment Plot. 

After discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should refuse the request due to its commercial nature; this was seconded by Mr Jordan with two abstentions, all other members were in favour.
Village Hall Light: Mr Narborough confirmed that the new Village Hall lettering had been put up and said that previously lighting to illuminate the lettering had been agreed.

Mr Narborough stated that two quotes had been received from Adam Rasberry to fit 2 LED floodlights above the signs on standoff brackets.
It was explained that these can be controlled either by a time clock or on a manual on/off switch. 

Mr Narborough explained that the time clock option would be a cost of £485.00 +VAT and the manual switch option would be £390.00 +VAT. It was said that the time clock option may save electricity and money as the manual switch could be accidentally left on.

Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should purchase the time clock option at a cost of £485.00 +VAT; this was seconded by Mrs Gotts with all members in favour.

New Shed: Mrs Cornwell explained that this matter had been raised by Mr Ray Jarrett at his appraisal. She explained that the shed is used for storage of old chairs, trestle tables and fete stalls.

She said that the shed is in a poor state and in need of replacement.

It was acknowledged that some of the items could be disposed of as they are in a rusty condition; however suitable storage for the chairs would be required.

Comment was made that the shed contents had been looked at in the past and it was felt that it contains nothing of any particular value.
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Mrs Cornwell said that additional storage facilities are needed at the Village Hall as some items are stored in the bar area.

Rev Tate suggested that the additional storage should be a proper brick building.

After discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should look at increasing the storage facilities behind the Village Hall; this was seconded by Rev Tate with all members in favour.
Request for a Cycle Rack: Mr Narborough informed members that a request for a cycle rack had been discussed by the Assets Committee. 

After further discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that a cycle rack is not necessary; this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with three members against and one abstention, all other members were in favour.
The Green - Pond Bin: Mr Narborough informed members that a request had been received for a new litter bin to be situated near the Pond.

He explained that after investigation it was found that Glasdon, the bin suppliers currently have a sale and a suitable bin could be purchased for £118.00+VAT.

Mr Jordan stated that a ground anchor kit would also need to be purchased. He confirmed that funding is available for the purchase within the budget.

After discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should purchase a new bin and ground anchor kit; this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with two members against, all other members were in favour. 

Fishing:  Mr Narborough informed members that a man has contacted the Parish Office asking if he is allowed to fish for eels at the Pond.

After discussion, Mrs Banks proposed that no fishing should be allowed on the Pond, this was seconded by Mrs Gotts with all members in favour.

Parish Office - Telephone and Broadband:  Mr Narborough informed members that the cost of the telephone and broadband had been looked in to.
Members referred to the Assets minutes and were happy with the information provided. 
After discussion, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council should take up the offer with British Telecom (As per the Assets minutes); this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
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Budget requests: Mr Narborough referred to the budget requests and confirmed that these items would be discussed as a whole at the Finance Committee meeting to be held in January 2016. 

Mrs Gotts spoke regarding the request made by Mrs Price to the Parish Council for financial assistance to plant the newly cleared area of the Sensory Garden. She referred to the Assets minutes and said that regardless whether the Grant increase is approved, South Wootton in Bloom have decided to proceed with the project. 
Mrs Banks said that in previous years South Wootton in Bloom had raised additional funds by holding their Open Gardens events, however due to lack of support this had not happened for the past two years and the prospect was not looking good for this coming year.

Mr Hofmeister pointed out that a few years ago the Grant paid to South Wootton in Bloom was £400. 
Mr Jordan explained that the £400 Grant was to assist with the initial set up of South Wootton in Bloom. 
Comment was made that the Grant paid should be sufficient to cover the work which South Wootton in Bloom does for the Parish Council.

Rev Tate asked if the Parish Council could see a copy of the South Wootton in Bloom Accounts along with details of their income and expenditure.

Members agreed to discuss the Grant increase at the Finance Committee meeting in January.

Finance – Mr Jordan confirmed that the next Finance Committee meeting would be held on 6th January 2016, when the full Parish Council is invited to discuss the budgets. 

Mr Jordan informed members that there has been an increase of 12 properties within the parish. He said that although the Grant received from the Borough Council has been reduced by £280, the figures will balance out.  

He felt that the Parish Council should manage on a similar budget to this year.

Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
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In the absence of Mr Price, Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Jordan with the Bank Statements and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Jordan was happy that these balanced he initialled the Bank Statement. 
Planning – Mr Evans stated that everything was as per the circulated minutes.

He wished to confirm that the Planning Committee had given its support in principle to application number 15/01782/OM - Land Accessed between 142 and 150 Grimston Road, South Wootton. He said that the application is an Outline application with some matters reserved for a proposed residential development of 65 dwellings with access.
Comment was made that more details will follow with the full application.
Rev Tate spoke regarding the meeting held on 16th November 2015, when Dr Rodrigues had kindly attended.

Mrs Cornwell stated that the matter had been left with her to contact Cal Deane, the Head of Primary Care at the West Norfolk CCG for advice.
Mrs Cornwell confirmed that she had sent Mr Deane a copy of the South Wootton Neighbourhood Plan; and explained that once Mr Deane has read the document he would be in touch to move forward.

Mrs Cornwell added that Dr Tasker had provided the Parish Council with some information regarding the relocation of St James Medical Practice. She explained that the information is in the public domain and it is thought that the practice hopes to relocate to land at Kilham’s Way.

Mrs Banks stated that she is a patient at St James Medical Practice and some time ago patients were asked to fill in a survey. She thought that they wish to have additional surgical rooms.

Neighbourhood Plan:  Mr Jordan reported that the South Wootton Neighbourhood Plan was adopted by the Borough Council on 24th November 2015. It was confirmed that the document now forms part of the Borough Councils Development Plan. 

Policy: Mr Smallwood confirmed that a short confidential item had to be mentioned at the end of the meeting. (See Confidential Minutes).
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7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School – See attached 
Junior School – No report
Wootton Park – Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the next meeting is due to be held on 26th January 2016.
She spoke briefly regarding the request from a local Cricket Club to use the Wootton Park facilities during the summer months and said that North Wootton Parish Council have some concerns. She stated that they have asked the Cricket Club for further information. 
South Wootton in Bloom – Mrs Gotts said that the Parish Church Craft Fair had taken place on 21st November 2015. She said that donations for the raffle had been received from various places including ASDA, Tesco and Belford’s Garden Centre.                         
A Christmas Food Hamper had kindly been donated by Mrs Karin Price.
Members thanked Mrs Gotts for circulating a copy of the feedback from Anglia in Bloom.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list, plus:-
BCKLWN


   Members Allowances



    Info
NCC



   Info – West Norfolk LEADER


       “
Mrs Cornwell informed members that following the article in the Contact magazine, two residents have expressed an interest in joining the Parish Council.

She explained that both residents will be invited to attend an interview with the Policy Committee at their meeting in February 2016.

9. ACCOUNTS: – as per circulated list.
Bank balances as at 30.11.2015
Community Account
      

     10,358.39
Step saver a/c
                 
              0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                             170,000.00
Total                                                                              £180,358.39
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10. TO DISCUSS CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:  - See attached

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.50pm.

11. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 12th January 2016, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
12th January 2016                                                                                Chairman
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