S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 8th September 2015 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. PRESENT: Mr D Price (Chairman), Mr I Jordan, Mrs T Banks, Mr M Narborough, Mr D Steward-Brown, Mrs M Albinson, Mr R Williamson, Mr K Reynolds, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs D Gotts, Mr A Evans, Mr J Smallwood, Mr S Scales, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk), Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk). Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds, County Councillor Mr J Law.
Public: Mrs I Laws
APOLOGIES: Rev D Tate and Borough Councillor Mr N Daubney 

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 14th July 2015, with one addition, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Narborough, seconded by Mr Jordan, with four abstentions all other members were in favour and they were signed by the Chairman.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant. 
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – Mr Price welcomed Mrs Laws to the evenings meeting and asked if she had any questions.

Mrs Laws explained that she was present at the meeting as she would like to hear discussions regarding the new junction at Oak Avenue / Castle Rising Road.

Mr Price explained that the matter had been fully discussed the previous evening when Mr Kerkham had attended the Planning and Highways Committee meeting.

Mrs Laws commented that cars are finding the junction very tight; she said that cars leaving Oak Avenue have to remain stationary to allow other vehicles to enter; she said that there has also been an instance when a vehicle has had to reverse back into Oak Avenue. 

Mr Price explained that following requests from residents in the Oak Avenue and Wootton Meadows Estate areas, the Parish Council has lobbied for a safe crossing point over Castle Rising Road for a number of years.

He confirmed that the Parish Council is pleased to have a crossing now in place.
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Mr Price explained that a few other residents had contacted the Parish Council to highlight their concerns. He said that following discussions with the Highways Safety Technicians an email had been received explaining why the crossing had been designed in such a manner.

Mrs Cornwell said that she would forward a copy of the email to Mrs Laws.

Mrs Cornwell stated that the concerns raised by residents have been forwarded to Julia Martinez the Highways Technician at Norfolk County Council; she explained that Ms Martinez would be responding to those people directly.

She said that Norfolk County Council has confirmed that they will continue to monitor the situation.

Mrs Cornwell suggested that Mrs Laws waits to hear the response from the Highways Technician, and if after that time she is still unhappy a site meeting can be requested.

Members agreed that a site meeting with the Highways Technicians may provide clearer reasons as to why the junction was designed in such a way.

Cllr Law stated that he was not aware of the complaints regarding the junction and asked if he could be copied in to the emails.

Mrs Laws thanked members for allowing her to attend and raise her concerns, she then left the meeting.

5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councillor Nockolds explained that she had been in consultation with residents of Green Lane regarding Planning Application 15/01197/F, 98 Grimston Road, South Wootton.

She asked members what the Parish Councils view of the application is.

Mr Price confirmed that the Parish Council had objected to the Application on the following grounds:

· Inadequate access via a very narrow un-adopted road

· No passing area provided for extra volume of traffic.

SNAP Meetings: Cllr Nockolds spoke regarding the relocation of the SNAP meetings and explained that they are now all being held in Hunstanton. She asked if the Parish Council was happy with this or whether it would be better if the locations were moved around.
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After discussion, members felt that it would be better if the SNAP meeting location could be varied; Mrs Cornwell confirmed that she would send an email to Nikki Read the SNAP Neighbourhood Officer to request this.
(Clerks Note: Email sent to Ms Read – She explained that any comments or concerns could always be sent directly to her and these would be fully discussed at the next meeting wherever that might be).
Alive Leisure Trust:  Cllr Nockolds reported that the Alive Leisure Trust has been running for one year, she said that the first AGM would be held on 29th September 2015.
Cllr Nockolds said that the AGM is a public meeting and anyone interested can attend.

Cllr Nockolds was pleased to report that the Borough has experienced a good summer with footfall in the Town 20% higher in August than last year.
Comment was made that the light displays have been wonderful and the various events such as the Spitfire Trail and Jet Skis have been popular.

Cllr Nockolds confirmed that the Heritage Weekend would be taking place on 12th & 13th September 2015.

Mr Hofmeister said that the improvements to Waterloo Road were looking nice; he noted however that lots of cars have recently started parking on the new paving.

Cllr Nockolds said that she would look in to the matter.

Mrs Banks asked if stalls would be returning to the Tuesday Market Place.

Cllr Nockolds confirmed that the Borough Council has invited Market Stall Holders to come to Kings Lynn. Many who are already in the town have expressed that they are happy situated in New Conduit Street.
Borough Councillor Daubney: No Report.

County Councillor Law: See attached report.
Mrs Banks spoke regarding rates and asked if increased rates would be better than cuts to services.

Cllr Law said that raising taxes has been a conservative policy for a long time however this has been politically resisted as people do not want it.
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Cllr Law spoke regarding a complaint which had been received from a resident of Castle Rising Road regarding speeding.

He explained that in Thornham a community group had been set up to monitor the speed of traffic with the use of SAMS2 cameras.
Cllr Law asked if this was something that South Wootton could consider.

Members stated that this suggestion had been discussed in the past and the Parish Council had voted against it.

6. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:

Assets – Mr Narborough stated that a meeting had been held on 2nd September 2015, the minutes of which had been circulated.

Allotments: Boundaries: Mr Narborough spoke regarding the paths surrounding individual plots and explained that when some new tenants have taken on Allotment Plots, they are erecting their perimeter fences right up to their boundaries; it was said that such fences should be within the plot to allow for the footpaths to be maintained at one metre in width.

Mr Price proposed that fences should be erected between six and twelve inches within Allotment Plot boundaries and that the point should be included within the “Additional Clauses”, this was seconded by Mrs Albinson with three abstentions all other members in favour.

Speeding: Mr Narborough explained that it had been reported that one or two vehicles have been speeding within the Allotments. It was discussed whether a 5mph sign could be erected to indicate the speed the Parish Council would like adhering to.

Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should erect a 5mph sign at the entrance to the Allotments, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister, with five abstentions, all other members were in favour.

Village Hall: Lights – Car Park: Mr Narborough explained that at the last meeting it had been agreed to update the Village Hall Car Park lights.  He said that quotes had been received as follows - AMR Group had provided a quote of £825.00 +VAT to replace the three floodlights with new 100w version fittings. A quote had been received for £792.00 +VAT from F W Hendry Ltd and the final quote for £1,043.00 +VAT was provided by Wisbech Electrical Ltd.

-63-

Members agreed that AMR Group have carried out a lot of work for the Parish Council in the past and they provide a good reliable service. Mrs Albinson proposed that the Parish Council should ask AMR Group to carry out the work to replace the three floodlights; this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour. 
The Green: Grass Cutting (Currently every two weeks): Mr Narborough informed members that a request had been received for the grass on The Green to be cut more frequently.

It was confirmed that the grass is currently cut on a fortnightly basis.

Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should keep the grass cutting schedule on a fortnightly basis; this was seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour.

St Mary’s Church: Request for Village Flag: Mr Narborough explained that a request had been received from a resident for a Village Flag.

Members stated that the matter had been discussed in the past and it was felt that such a flag may not be appropriate on St Mary’s Church.

Mr Williamson proposed that the Parish Council should not pursue the purchase of a Village Flag; this was seconded by Mrs Albinson with all members in favour. 
Finance – Mr Jordan informed members that at present the Parish Council does not pay business rates on the Parish Office or the Cemetery. He said that from 31st March 2017, the Parish Council may no longer be eligible for discretionary relief.

Mr Jordan explained that if the Parish Council is going to be charged at that time an allowance will need to be made in the budget.
Mr Jordan said however that the rules may change and this is notice only.

Mr Jordan confirmed that the next Finance Committee meeting would be held on Thursday 8th October 2015. 
Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
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Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price with the Bank Statements and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Price was happy that these balanced he and Mr Jordan (Chairman of the Finance Committee) initialled the Bank Statement. 
Planning – Mr Evans stated that a number of meetings had been held since the last Parish Council meeting in July. He confirmed that all minutes had been circulated to members.

9 Acre Field, Nursery Lane: Mr Price provided an update regarding the situation with the 9 acre field. He said that the matter has been progressing to ensure that half of the land is gifted to the Parish Council in perpetuity via a conditional contract.
Mr Price said that he and Mrs Cornwell had met with Mr Ben Hornigold a local drainage specialist who has informed us that a topographical survey needs to be carried out on the land. Mr Hornigold provided a quote of £650.00 to produce a report.

Members discussed the matter and felt that the Parish Council should not be spending money on drainage at the moment. It was felt that if things move forward and a conditional contract is obtained, a decision can be made regarding the use of the land.

Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should leave the matter of drainage at the present time; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
Mr Price informed members that correspondence had been received from Mr Allberry’s solicitors confirming that they are prepared to pay up to £1,000 towards the legal fees.

Also, Mr Price explained that Mr Allberry’s solicitors have advised him that signs should be placed in two locations on the 9 acre field advising dog walkers that the land is privately owned, use by the public is permitted by the landowner, and permission may be withdrawn at any time at the owner’s discretion. 
It was confirmed that Mr Allberry had sent the appropriate signage and Ryan the Handyman has put them up in place.
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Trial Lamp at Common Lane: Mr Evans spoke regarding the trial lamp at Common Lane. 

It was said that if the Parish Council wish to retain the lamp it would be at a cost of £65.00+VAT. It was confirmed that the lamp will save the Parish Council £36.01 per annum in energy and comes with a five year guarantee.

Members felt that the lamp had worked well and provides a good standard of light. Members agreed that the Parish Council should retain the lamp at a cost of £65.00+VAT.
Neighbourhood Plan: Mr Price informed members that the Neighbourhood Plan document is going forward to the Borough Councils Cabinet meeting tomorrow evening. He said that the meeting would be held at 5.30pm at Kings Court if anyone wished to attend.
He requested that Borough Councillors Mrs Nockolds and Mr Daubney support that the document goes through to the referendum stage.

Cllr Nockolds stated that the Neighbourhood Plan has already been through the scrutiny panel and both South Wootton and Brancaster Parish Councils had been congratulated for their hard work and effort.

It was confirmed that the Borough Council has already provisionally booked the South Wootton Village Hall on 12th November 2015 to hold the Referendum.
Mr Price explained that when the Neighbourhood Plan reached the draft stage, a copy of the document was sent to every household for comment.

He said that further feedback was obtained in order to produce the final draft for submission to the inspector.

Mr Price asked members if they felt it was necessary to spend a further £2,000 to distribute the final draft to residents or whether they were happy to request that a limited number of copies are produced for circulation within the community at the Post Office, the Swan Inn, Talking Heads, and Village Hall etc.

Mr Price explained that under the Rules of Referendum there is an upper limit for costs; he said it is important that the Borough Council and Parish Council expenditure does not exceed this limit.

Mr Price confirmed that the October Newsletter would be largely based on publicising the importance of the Referendum. After discussion, Mr Price proposed that the Neighbourhood Plan is not distributed to all households; this was seconded by Mrs Gotts, with two abstentions all other members were in favour.                                 -66-

Public Examination of the Borough Council of Kings Lynn and West Norfolk Site Allocations and Development Management Policies Pre-Submission Document (January 2015): Mrs Cornwell informed members that notification had been received from Clare Cobley, the Programme Officer to confirm that the hearing sessions will resume on 30th September 2015.

She said that matters relating to South Wootton and Knight Hill will be heard on Tuesday 3rd November 2015 at 9.30am in the Wembley Room, Lynnsport.

Mr Price confirmed that anyone interested can attend.  
Mr Price said that the Parish Council has already sent its written responses to the Inspector.

He confirmed that in addition, when Carter Jonas and Camland submitted information when they shouldn’t have, the Parish Council, with the help of James Alflatt at Bidwell’s had also written to object to this and ask how much weight the information would be given.

It was said that Clare Cobley the Programme Officer had confirmed that the inspector would take all the information on board, it was said that it may be a possibility that South Wootton Parish Council is asked to comment at the hearing session.
Policy: No meeting held.
7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School – No Report 
Junior School – Mr Smallwood confirmed that the new term has started.
Wootton Park –Mr Narborough confirmed that the next meeting would be held on Tuesday 22nd September 2015.  
Mrs Cornwell informed members that some time ago, a grant had been applied for to purchase some new Football Goals.

She said that the grant requested was for £1,000 however confirmed that £500 had been awarded.

She said that the Parish Council had agreed to part funding the venture in the past and asked if the Parish Council was willing to pay a third of the £500 shortfall along with North Wootton Parish Council and the Football Club.
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It was confirmed that both of the other parties have agreed to pay their £166 share.

After discussion, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council should contribute £166 towards the purchase of the Football Goals; this was seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour.
South Wootton in Bloom – Mrs Gotts informed members that work scraping the Pond on Wootton Park would be starting on Monday 14th September, followed by the planting of 600 Marsh Plants on Thursday 24th September between 10am and midday.

Mrs Gotts asked if anyone wished to volunteer, they just need to come along with a trowel and some wellies.

It was said that some children from North Wootton School would also be helping with the planting. 

Finally, it was confirmed that the Anglia in Bloom Awards Ceremony would be taking place on Thursday 17th September 2015. 
8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list, plus:-
Norfolk Wildlife Trust 

Community Action for Wildlife Day
Info

NCC




Specialist Academy Revealed

   “






(PDC – 14th Sept 2015 2pm – 7pm)

BCKLWN



Planning Briefing Sessions


   “






(12th October 2015 2pm & 6pm)

Norfolk Wildlife Trust – Request for letter of support. Mrs Cornwell informed members that an email had been received from Gemma Walker at Norfolk Wildlife Trust, requesting that the Parish Council provides them with a letter of support.

It was explained that the letter of support would hopefully assist Norfolk Wildlife trust to obtain funding to enable them to train volunteers to carry out wildlife surveys and management on County Wildlife Sites and Churchyards.

Members agreed that a letter should be sent from the Parish Council to support Norfolk Wildlife Trust.
9. ACCOUNTS: – as per circulated list.
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Bank balances as at 28.8.2015
Community Account
      

    28,300.00

Step saver a/c
                 
             0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                             170,000.00
Total                                                                              £198,300.00
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm.

10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 13th October 2015, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
13th October 2015                                                                                Chairman 
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