S O U T H   W O O T T O N   P A R I S H   C O U N C I L

Minutes of a Planning Committee Meeting held at 7.00pm 
on Monday 5th October 2015 in the Parish Council Meeting Room

1. Present: Mr A Evans, Mrs D Gotts, Mr K Reynolds, Mr M Narborough, Mr D Steward-Brown, Mrs Cornwell (Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk).
Public: Mrs Pauline Howell and Mr Gyton
    Apologies: Mr D Price 
2.  To confirm the Minutes of the last Meeting held on 7th September 2015:  These were proposed as a correct record by Mr Evans, seconded by Mrs Gotts, with all members in favour they were signed by the Chairman.

3. To record declarations of any interests: Mr Reynolds declared an interest in the application for The Corner House, 34 Sandy Lane, South Wootton. 
4. To receive questions from the public: Mrs Cornwell introduced Mrs Howell and Mr Guyton and explained that they were present as they were interested in the application for The Corner House, 34 Sandy Lane, South Wootton.

Mrs Howell stated that she is the owner of 34 Sandy Lane and she wished to point out that the Planning application was in two parts, firstly the change of use from woodland to domestic garden and secondly the fence element.

She explained that if the change of use element is not approved she would still like to proceed with the erection of a 1.5 metre fence.
Members commented that the area of woodland is outside the boundary of South Wootton.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that it is; however stated that the application had been circulated on the Borough Councils weekly lists and as the property at 34 Sandy Lane is within the parish, the Parish Council may make comment.
Mr Evans referred to the application and stated that a number of residents have submitted objections, many feeling that the woodland should be kept as an open space.

Mr Reynolds explained the location of the wooded area and said that some time ago the woods were owned by a consortium that used it for various activities such as paintballing.  
He said that some of the land to the rear of properties at Peckover Way was sold to residents however certain conditions applied, for example the only marker that people could use to indicate their land was a natural marker such as a tree.

Comment was made that if this land is now turned into domestic gardens it would be a tragedy and detrimental to the woodland.

Mrs Howell explained the layout of her garden and the woodland which she owns. She said she would like to remove the hedge and fence between her garden and the woodland and erect a new fence at the perimeter, therefore taking the woodland into her garden so that she can enjoy it as well as to keep muntjac deer out.
She confirmed that she has no intention to remove any trees, it was said that these are protected by Tree Preservation Orders.

Mrs Howell stated that she had no other comments to make, she thanked members for allowing her to attend and both Mrs Howell and Mr Guyton left the meeting.
5. To discuss Planning Applications received and notifications of the Borough Council Applications for Grant or Refusal:  

15/01449/F  
The Corner House, 34 Sandy Lane, South Wootton

Change of use of woodland to domestic garden and erection of 1.5m high fence
Decision – Members agreed that the decision regarding the application should be made by the Borough Council.
15/01431/F
42 Pine Road, South Wootton

Extension to dwelling (revised design).

Decision:  Support the application.

15/01438/F
3 Pretoria Grove, South Wootton

Variation of condition 2 of planning permission 14/00440/F
Decision:  Support the application.

15/00061/TPO
Lili Serene, Hall Lane, South Wootton

Remove 2 X Willow Trees 
Decision: Support the application.
The Borough Council has GRANTED Planning Permission for the following Applications:
15/01123/F

9 Kirkstone Grove, South Wootton 

Two storey extension to dwelling
15/00053/TPO

Two Willows, Hall Lane, South Wootton

T2 T3 and T4 Re-pollarding of three Willow Trees

14/01733/F, 92 Nursery Lane, South Wootton:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that Planning Application 14/01733/F, 92 Nursery Lane, South Wootton has been withdrawn by the applicant. A new application will be submitted in due course.
Notification of a New Property Address: Mrs Cornwell informed members that notification of two new property addresses has been received:

· The Nook, 2C Sandy Lane, South Wootton

· 2A, Avon Road, South Wootton 

Greenworld: Mr Evans explained that he and Mr Price had been invited by Greenworld to have a look around their site. He said that they wish to submit a Planning Application to alter the layout of the area so that operations will work more conveniently.
Mr Evans explained that three barns and offices at the site are surrounded by trees.

He said that all of the brown waste from West Norfolk is taken there as well as wood and rubble.

The material is then either composted or recycled into wooden / concrete blocks.

The wooden blocks are shipped to Sweden where they are used as energy to heat water or for lighting.

The interlocking concrete blocks are reused in construction.

Mr Evans said that the site is very impressive, he explained that Greenworld have requested that the Parish Council write a letter of support to assist with their Planning Application.

Members confirmed that they had read the letter of support produced by Mr Price and felt that there was no reason to oppose the request. Mr Evans proposed that the Parish Council should send the letter of support; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
Threshold for Affordable Housing Requirements: Mrs Cornwell informed members that a letter had been received from the Borough Council regarding the threshold for affordable housing. 

It was said that a recent decision in the High Court, will affect the way in which the Borough Council will have to work in relation to the requirement for affordable housing in rural villages.

Mrs Cornwell referred to the letter and said that in December 2014, Cabinet resolved to continue to apply a 5 unit threshold in rural villages, accepting that only a 10 unit threshold can apply in Kings Lynn, Downham Market, Hunstanton, Dersingham, Heacham, South Wootton and Terrington St Clement. 
Neighbourhood Plan: Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the referendum for the South Wootton Neighbourhood Plan would be taking place on Thursday 12th November 2015 in the Village Hall.
She said that the relevant notices have been placed in the Parish Notice boards and some residents have already received their polling cards.

Public Examination of the Borough Council of Kings Lynn and West Norfolk Site Allocations and Development Management Policies Pre-Submission Document (January 2015): Mrs Cornwell informed members that matters relating to South Wootton will be heard on Tuesday 3rd November 2015 at 9.30am in the Wembley Room, Lynnsport.

She said that as Mr James Alflatt is unavailable to speak on our behalf, Mr Price would be speaking with the Inspector on the day.  
Local Highways Improvement Scheme: Mrs Cornwell informed members that Norfolk County Council would once again be running the Highways Improvement Scheme for 2016/2017.

It was explained that the scheme could be used to part fund various highway improvements, such as Bus Shelters, Notice boards, Trods, etc.
Mrs Cornwell said that she would make further enquiries to see exactly what types of projects could be funded. 
Post Box Update: Mrs Cornwell informed members that a decision has now been made regarding the relocation of the Post Office Post Box.
Following investigations, Royal Mail have decided that the Post Box will be relocated to the first entrance of Avon Road opposite the Bus Shelter.

She explained that all the necessary paperwork has been completed and the relocation will take place early to mid October.

6.  To discuss Highways Issues: 

Telephone Kiosk on Grimston Road: Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the Telephone Kiosk on Grimston Road, she confirmed that it has now been cleaned, repaired and is fully operational.
Mrs Cornwell said that following consultation; the Telephone Kiosk on Nursery Lane is due to be removed. 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.55pm.
7.  NEXT MEETING: Monday, 19th October 2015, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
19th October 2015
       
          

     
                           Chairman
