S O U T H   W O O T T O N   P A R I S H   C O U N C I L

Minutes of a Finance Committee meeting held at 7pm on 

Thursday, 4th July 2013 in the Parish Council Meeting Room

1. To Elect a Chairman for the Ensuing Year:  Rev Tate proposed that Mr Jordan continue in his role as Chairman of the Finance Committee, with no other nominations, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister and unanimously agreed.
2. Present: Mr I Jordan (Chairman), Rev D Tate, Mr D Steward-Brown, Mrs M Albinson, Mrs T Banks, Mr A Evans, Mr H Hofmeister, Mr M Narborough, Mrs T Cornwell (Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk)
           Apologies: Mr D Price and Mr J Smallwood
3. To confirm the minutes of the last meeting 4th April 2013: These were proposed as a correct record by Mrs Banks, seconded by Mr Evans  with all members in favour they were signed by the Chairman.
4. To record declarations of interest, personal or prejudicial: None.  

5. To receive questions from the public:  None present.

6. To discuss the first quarter accounts: Mr Jordan explained that all members had received two printouts, one being a summary and the other, a more detailed sheet which he would be going through section by section.  After explaining that the figure in the spend column should be approximately a quarter of the Budget, Mr Jordan then went through each of the items on the Monitoring Sheets and made reference to the following items: General Admin – OK; the figure of £3,053 is less than a quarter of the Budget. Allotments – OK; Bus shelters – It was said that no bill had been received as the Window cleaner had sadly died. It was explained that Mr Ken Plummer, had cleaned the Bus Shelters but difficulty had been experienced as he is unable to carry sufficient water for the job. Mrs Cornwell stated that she would make enquiries into finding a replacement window cleaner. Members felt if a window cleaner could be found who charges a similar rate to Mr Simpson (£54 for all 3); Mrs Cornwell should go ahead and ask them to clean the Bus Shelters. Cemetery - Mrs Cornwell stated that the bill for the first grass maintenance of the year had been received. She said that the contract is due for renewal at the end of the year. Mrs Cornwell confirmed that she would arrange quotes in due course; Churchyard – Comment was made that this was higher than expected. (Clerks Note: The figures have been checked and are correct. The budget figure of £1,000 had been taken from what was paid in 2012/2013 rather than the figure from the Contract). Footway lighting – OK; Litter – The Trade Bin is a one off payment; The Green & Open Spaces – New Equipment, this is for the Parish Council Balcony Baskets, this figure has been reimbursed by SWiB and is shown as a contra item within Income; Wootton Park – OK; New Equipment – Comment was made that this looked to be quite high. Mrs Cornwell stated that she would clarify how this figure is made up. (Clerks Note: The figure of £1025 is made up by the fee for Legionella Testing, paint, 2 x Litter Bins, Lawn Mower Maintenance, Work Boots for Mr Plummer and tools); Village Hall – Repairs & Maintenance – higher due to the repairs to the Gable Ends; Trade Bin – One off payment; Water- Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the problem with the Cistermiser has now been resolved and the water bills have subsequently dropped; Insurance –OK one off payment; New Equipment – This includes the purchase of the new Notice boards; Hire Fees - £5908, it was said that this figure is satisfactory; Miscellaneous – Grant to CAB, it was said that SWiB are yet to request their Grant. Mrs Albinson said that she would ask Mr Hankinson to write to the Parish Council to request the Grant; Mr Jordan stated that no transfers had been carried out and confirmed that all transfers are carried out at the end of the year. Income: Mr Jordan said that income from Electricity Wayleaves is normally received in January. – The hiring out of the Meeting Room is doing very well. 
Mr Jordan confirmed that the nett total is £18,532.05 against a Budget of £91,540.

7. To discuss the Summary Sheet for Parish Council:  Mr Jordan explained that the Summary Sheet had been prepared from the detailed Monitoring Sheets and showed the total spend to 30th June 2013.  He said that the Summary Sheet would be issued to all Parish Councillors. Rev Tate proposed that the Finances are a correct record of the first quarter accounts and should be put forward to the full Parish Council; this was seconded by Mrs Banks with all in favour.

Questions were asked regarding the Summary Sheet. It was said that residents at the Parish Assembly had felt that the Summary Sheet was confusing and Meaningless. Comment was also made that there is quite a lot of additional work involved with producing the summary Sheet.

After brief discussion, members felt that the full detail is unnecessary, it was said that if anyone wishes to inspect the accounts, they are available within the Parish Office for people to see. Members generally felt that the current system is adequate.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at   7.30pm.
8. Date of next meeting 7pm on 2nd October 2013 in the Parish Council Meeting Room.
2nd October 2013

                        


Chairman
