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Introduction: South Wootton 

South Wootton is a village north of King’s Lynn. Because of its proximity to King’s Lynn it 

has, over the centuries, transformed from an agricultural to a commuting community with 

about five thousand residents. Nevertheless it retains its village identity with its own Parish 

Council, and has a village atmosphere centred around St. Mary’s church, The Green and the 

village pub, The Swan. Residents are fortunate to have easy access to amenities such as the 

Village Hall, the Post Office, a variety of shops and small businesses and a supermarket. 

There are two schools: an Infant School and a Junior School. The village also shares the 

facilities of Wootton Park with the neighbouring village of North Wootton. Residents of 

South Wootton value the separate village identity and its proximity to rural areas and 

bordering woodland. 

 

  

Roadside Beds, August 2013 
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South Wootton in Bloom Committee 

The members of the SWIB Committee meet on the third Tuesday of each month and are all 

enthusiastic and committed to maintaining and improving the village throughout the 

seasons. In addition to working effectively as a team, each member contributes in a special, 

individual way. 

Diana Gotts: Diana has continued in the role of Chairman. In addition she produces the 

SWIB Portfolio. She enjoys the flowers and trees throughout the seasons and is therefore 

keen to promote SWIB. She organises, with help from the rest of the committee, the SWIB 

stall in November at the annual Christmas Fair and fund-raising stalls at other events which 

happen locally. 

Margaret Albinson: Margaret started SWIB in 2003. As a member of South Wootton Parish 

Council she felt that, although the village was a pleasant place to live, it had no flowers in 

the public domain. Recently she stepped down as Chairman, but remains very actively 

involved as Vice-Chairman, in particular organising our Open Gardens Weekend. She is 

now a judge for Anglia in Bloom. 

Jan Downer: Jan joined SWIB because she cares about the environment and the community 

she lives in. She feels that the Bloom enhances and conserves the village, not only in an 

aesthetic manner but also in fostering community spirit. Jan acts as Press and 

Communications Secretary, writing letters on our behalf and communicating with our local 

newspapers. 

David Hankinson: David is our Membership Secretary and Treasurer. He joined SWIB as 

soon as it was formed, volunteering to be Treasurer because of previous experience. He is 

keen to improve the environment where we live for both ourselves and visitors. Thanks to 

David in his work with his gun dogs for Lord Howard of Rising, we have several brace of 

pheasants and/or partridges to sell at our stall at the Christmas Fair. 

Geoff Bonnick: Geoff retired from London to South Wootton and, in response to a SWIB 

leaflet asking for volunteers, he became involved as gardening is one of his hobbies. He has 

planted and nurtured the large planters on The Green by the pond and is very active in 

helping with all the planting and maintaining of our flowerbeds. In November he organises 

a night out for the committee and partners at our local pub, The Swan. 

Nolan Mills: Nolan believes that SWIB improves the village. He served for many years on 

Wootton Park Committee and the Allotments Committee. Nolan gives very generously of 

his time, rotovating the areas for planting, developing and maintaining all the floral displays 

and organising tree-planting and new projects. He also works every week with pupils on the 

Junior School Allotment. He is an Anglia in Bloom judge. 

Steve Carden: Steve is passionate about plants and tries to put as much into SWIB as he 

does into his own garden which, through NGS, has been open to the public. Steve is our 
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horticultural expert and thus he is able to give us advice on which plants for which locations. 

Professionally, he designs and plants out gardens great and small. 

Bharti Patel: Bharti is a local government worker who lives in the Sandy Lane area of South 

Wootton. Because she wants to put something back into the community, she became part 

of SWIB. She helps with planting and maintenance work and keeps us informed of any 

opportunities for grants from local government and other sources. She has taken 

responsibility for producing our notelets and notebooks which we sell for funds and to 

promote SWIB. 

Amy Ranger: Amy is employed as a Tesco Community Champion and is therefore keen to 

support SWIB with various projects and events. She offers hands-on help with planting, 

maintenance and fund-raising. Through her work she is able to acquire excellent raffle 

prizes for our various events. This year she has been very busy with her new baby daughter, 

Olivia, our first baby bloomer! 

Theresa Banks: Theresa has lived in South Wootton since 1983 and loves being here. She 

joined SWIB as she wanted to be part of a group who are working to enhance the beauty 

and essential character of the village. She has taken on the role of Minutes Secretary. She 

has also been working with the Infant School advising on a project for the children to 

develop their productive garden.     

SWIB Committee Night Out at The Swan, November 2013 
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Section A: Horticultural Achievements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Meadow Road Flowerbed, July 2013 
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Bulbs: 

To celebrate fifty years of Britain in Bloom SWIB planted 1800 daffodils around the village 

last autumn, in particular in the churchyard, outside the Parish Hall, at Deas Road, Nursery 

Lane, Priory Lane and in the beds under the road signs. These bloomed magnificently in the 

spring and many residents praised the display. We also planted more crocus bulbs on Sandy 

Lane and Nursery Lane, and bluebells and wild garlic under the trees on The Green. 

  

From Top Left, Clockwise 

Crocus on The Green, February 2014 

Daffodills on The Green, February 2014 

Daffodills at The Village Hall, March 2014 

Snowdrops, Low Road, February 2014 
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Planters and Hanging Baskets: 

Our hanging baskets outside the local businesses 

at Priory Court and Nursery Lane were planted 

with mini daffodils and violas for the winter. New 

baskets have been planted with summer bedding; 

all local businesses are involved this year including 

the Nursery Lane take-aways who requested 

additional baskets. Hopefully, as last year, these 

will provide a fine display. Outside the Village Hall 

three tubs were planted with winter bedding and 

have been planted for the summer. The balcony 

baskets were planted with cyclamen and frioline 

violets for winter and have been replanted for the 

summer. One of our residents, a keen gardener, 

sponsors these. On The Green we have summer 

bedding in the two large planters. Our Parish 

Horticultural Apprentice, Ryan, has helped with 

this planting as one of his projects.  

Residential and Community Gardening: 

The garden with its eponymous topiary and 

exterior of the local pub, The Swan, is attractive 

throughout the year with its hanging baskets, tubs 

and flowerbeds. Throughout the village there is a 

striking display of blossom in the spring. 

The Sensory Garden in the churchyard is 

maintained by an enthusiastic resident with help 

from SWIB. Working parties are organised to help 

with pruning and leaf clearing. Gradually there is 

less need for annuals as the sustainable planting 

develops. The rockery to the left of the garden is 

succeeding as a drought area. 

After the success of the Open Gardens event which 

SWIB has organised for the past two years we are 

repeating the event on the weekend of 21st/22nd 

June. Twelve gardens will be open and we shall 

have a Master Composter demonstrating in one of 

the gardens. This event raises considerable funds;  

Priory Court Hanging Baskets, July 2013 
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in addition those visiting not only see some lovely and varied gardens, but are also able to 

share the enthusiasm and expertise of the gardeners. 

 

Priory Court Hanging Basket, March 2014 

Balcony Basket, Parish Office, July 2013 and August 2013 
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Village Flowerbeds: 

SWIB have planted up the beds under the village 

signs on Grimston Road, Low Road and Castle 

Rising Road with summer bedding. The two 

flowerbeds created by SWIB, on at Oak Avenue 

and the other at Meadow Road, were left 

unplanted over the winter. The soil was enriched 

with manure. These have been planted with 

summer bedding purchased from Delamore 

Young Plants and the design of the beds was 

advised by Adam Parry of Delamore who is a 

From Top Left, Clockwise 

Tub at The Village Hall, August 2013 

Balcony Basket, Parish Office, March 2014 

Planter On The Green, August 2013 

Road Side Flowerbed, August 2013 
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resident of South Wootton. The plants are cineraria, geraniums and, once again, to celebrate 

fifty years of Britain in Bloom, African marigolds. We are grateful to the residents who 

helped us with this planting and are hoping for a stunning summer display to be enjoyed 

by all.     

 

Blackthorn Road, July 2013    Planting Oak Avenue Flowerbed, May 2014 

The Swan, July 2013     Sensory Garden Rockery, May 2014 
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Sensory Garden, June 2013 
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Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

  

Blossom on The Green, April 2014 
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In many parts of South Wootton wildlife is encouraged. The village pond on The Green is a 

natural habitat for mallards, Muscovy ducks, geese and moorhens with young every spring. 

Herons are frequent visitors. Several bird and bat boxes were erected by SWIB and we are 

monitoring these in hope of occupancy. On The Green, along the cycle paths and in the 

fields a wide variety of wild flowers can be seen. The area of Wootton Park at the bottom of 

Blackthorn Road has a rich variety of trees including silver birch, oak, horse chestnut, 

Spanish chestnut, wild cherry, maple, ash and alder. The blackthorn bushes, hawthorn and 

brambles are shrouded in blossom in the spring and covered in sloes, haws and blackberries 

in the autumn providing sanctuary, nesting and food for a variety of birds. This is 

encouraged by local residents who maintain bird feeders by the entrance. The nettles by the 

cycle path are deliberately left to sustain caterpillars. 

SWIB have continued to plant and maintain trees in the village. Five more trees- white 

beam, red hawthorn, white stem birch, mountain ash and prunus kanzan- were planted by 

Meadow Road in November and they appear to be growing well. In April three additional 

pyracantha plants were planted to help form a hedge bordering the Village Hall. 

The wildflower strip by the cycle path at the bottom of Blackthorn Road was sown in the 

spring with extra poppies donated by Anglia in Bloom. Poppy seeds were also sown in the 

raised bed on Church Lane and on the roadside banks of Nursery Lane.  

A group of SWIB members had a walkabout last year and produced a maintenance plan for 

The Green. This was passed to the Parish Council. It includes a schedule of grass cutting 

Mallard with ducklings on village pond,  Tree planting by Meadow Road,  

April 2014      November 2013 
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and it has been agreed that the area adjacent to Low Road should be cut back once the bulbs 

are finished, but that the area east of the pond under the trees should be left to grow over 

the summer to encourage wild flowers and insects.  

The field to the west of the Parish Office was left uncut last year and a variety of wild flowers 

blossomed and encouraged insects and birdlife. This conservation area is being left uncut 

this summer with paths through to encourage walkers to enjoy the field. We have been in 

contact with the local Junior School suggesting that they may wish to bring pupils to observe 

the wild life. 

Wildflower strip,     Wildflower strip,  

May 2014      July 2013 
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Recycling is regularly undertaken in South Wootton. Green bins containing paper, glass, 

tins etc. are emptied fortnightly and there is also provision for garden waste collected in 

brown bins. Last year weekly collections of food waste started. At the Asda store there are 

large recycling bins for the use of local residents. Many of the allotments have water butts 

and compost bins. There is a compost bin at the rear of the Parish Office. Litter is regularly 

collected by a Parish employee and there are numerous dog waste and litter bins in the area. 

Anti-litter posters, designed by a SWIB member, are displayed on the notice-boards. 

Blackthorn, March 2014    Hawthorn, April 2014  

Recycling area at Asda, May 2014 
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In addition to The Green, which is a registered common and greatly enjoyed by local people, 

many activities centre round St. Mary’s Church and the Village Hall. The recently restored 

three 17th century church bells have been re-installed and have been heard again after 

twenty years of silence. Another important focal point is the village pub, The Swan. Every 

Boxing Day a group of Morris Dancers, The King’s Men, perform in front of the pub at noon 

and crowds turn out to watch and join in. SWIB have their annual Christmas night out in 

The Swan and in the summer the attractive and well-maintained garden is always busy. This 

pub was earlier known as The Hamond Arms relating to the Hamond family, once owners 

of the Old Hall and many of whom are commemorated in St. Mary’s Church. One member 

of this prominent family was Horace Hamond (1718-1786). He was the son of Susan Walpole, 

sister of Prime Minister Robert Walpole and because of family connections Horace became 

sponsor (godparent) of Admiral Horatio Nelson. Horace is buried in St. Mary’s.  

Prunus in blossom by Meadow Road, February 2014 
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Morris Dancing at The Swan, Boxing Day 2013, 
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Section C: Community Participation 

  

Open Gardens, June 2013 
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Local Promotion: 

SWIB regularly promotes its activities and requests volunteers for projects in the Parish 

Magazine, “Contact”. In addition we have a notice-board on The Green and we also use the 

notice-boards in Wootton Gardens and the Parish Office on which we post our SWIB 

Newsletter several times a year. Any up-coming events, like the Open Gardens, are 

mentioned in the Parish Newsletter which is distributed to every household in South 

Wootton. We also have a portable notice-board 

with photos of SWIB at work which is displayed at 

various events. 

Several members of SWIB are also members of the 

Parish Council. The minutes of SWIB meetings are 

circulated every month to all Parish Council 

members and a report on our activities and plans 

is given at each monthly Parish Council Meeting. 

SWIB receives an annual donation towards its 

funds from the Parish Council. For the past year 

the Parish Council has decided to share with the 

Borough Council a Horticulture Apprentice, 

working towards qualifications via the College of 

West Anglia. SWIB is very supportive of this 

scheme and we have been working with the 

Open Gardens, June 2013 
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apprentice. The work of SWIB in developing and maintaining the Sensory Garden is 

mentioned in the St. Mary’s church leaflet. 

In order to raise funds and publicise its activities, SWIB members are involved in several 

annual events.  We are holding an Open Gardens Weekend in June with 12 gardens open. 

At one of the gardens there will be a Master Composter. With each ticket we will give five 

free raffle tickets for donated prizes. Those opening their gardens will be invited by SWIB 

for a thank you drink afterwards at our Vice-Chairman’s house. 

In November, as in previous years, we had a stall at the Christmas Fair in the Village Hall 

where we sold bric-a-brac, plants, books etc. and game birds donated by Lord Howard of 

Rising. We also had a stall at the event organised by King’s Lynn in Bloom in The Walks on 

May 10th. On this stall we sold gardening books and plants and held a tombola to win prizes 

donated by local residents. We are also having a stall to promote our activities at the Village 

Fete in June which is being revived this year.   

SWIB stall at the Christmas Fair, November 2013 
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At all of these events, including the Open Gardens, we also sell our notelets, notebooks and 

postcards bearing our logo, which we have had printed using photos taken throughout the 

year of flowers, trees and wild-life in South Wootton. Thus the events not only raise funds, 

but also help to promote the work of SWIB. 

Press Coverage: 

The success of South Wootton achieving a gold award was publicised in the local press last 

September. A letter written by our press secretary describing our activities was published in 

“Your Local Paper”. This prompted some more local residents to get involved.   
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SOUTH WOOTTON INFANT SCHOOL 

The school is developing their outdoor learning area. Every Friday afternoon pupils choose 

an activity for “golden time”. Gardening is a popular choice which allows pupils six weeks 

working on six of the raised beds growing vegetables. In addition each class has 

responsibility for one of the other raised beds. The children dig and weed the beds, learn 

about composting and grow salad crops and vegetables learning about healthy eating. SWIB 

have offered the school help and advice. 

 

  

From Top Left, Clockwise  

South Wootton Infant School raised beds, 

May 2014 

South Wootton Infant School pupils 

gardening, April 2014 

South Wootton School pupils composting, 

April 2014 
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SOUTH WOOTTON IN BLOOM JUNIOR SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 

For the past three years Nigel Downer, a photography lecturer and member of SWIB, has 

run a photography competition in the summer term involving pupils from South Wootton 

Junior School. This project has been so successful that Nigel is running the competition 

again with strong support from Mr. Jonathon Rice, the Head Teacher. Nigel   meets with 

the pupils and explains the aims and rules of the competition. The pupils are taken to 

Dersingham Bog Nature Reserve and shown how to take photographs of nature. They are 

given handouts and worksheets to help them. Each of the twelve participating pupils will 

produce one print which will be judged and the results will be conveyed to the school. The 

winner will receive a £25 voucher, second place £15 and third £10 vouchers from the school 

which will be presented at the Prize Giving Day by the Chairman of SWIB. The winning 

photo and second and third photos are published in the SWIB Portfolio. Last year’s winning 

photo, on the cover of this Portfolio, was “Sunshine Flowers” by Elanor Rye. In second place 

was “Peaches and Cream” by Alice Drummond, and in third place was “Bumble bee busily 

buzzing in South Wootton” by Mia Farnham. All pupils taking part received a Certificate of 

Achievement.   

SOUTH WOOTTON JUNIOR SCHOOL GARDEN CLUB – 2014  

This year’s spring weather has been so much better for the Garden Club activities. The 

children made an early start with composting (courtesy of Greenworld) and digging over 

the allotment. It is interesting to hear their conversations about previous years’ gardening 

and shows how well our activities are integrated into school life now. 

2nd Alice Drummond, Peaches and Cream  3rd Mia Farnham,  

       Bumble bee busily buzzing  
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The allotment has been planted with early and main potatoes, onions, carrots, broad beans, 

beetroot and garlic (planted last September and a popular crop for sale!). The herb bed 

grows mint, parsley, thyme, lavender and sage, with this year’s additions of rosemary and 

oregano. The rhubarb and strawberry beds are flourishing. Strawberry runners from last 

year were potted up and given to pupils to grow at home as our strawberry bed is full. As 

usual, the children have planted potatoes in sacks and tomatoes in a grow bag to show that 

you can grow food in many different ways. Three varieties of tomatoes (Moneymaker, 

Shirley and Plum) were chosen to see which would produce the most fruit.  

The raised beds have been planted with herbs (coriander, basil and chives) and salad crops 

(spring onions, lettuce and radish). The herbs are used in the school kitchen or sold, while 

the salad crops are used by the children to make sandwiches as part of the school’s ‘Healthy 

Eating Campaign’. 

The after school extension of the Garden Club has grown sunflowers and coleus plants from 

seed to give the pupils experience of small scale planting that they can do at home. The 

sunflowers are then planted in the wild flower strip in our small apple orchard. Our two 

wild flower areas attract a large bee and insect population. 

Our newest development is the eco-friendly greenhouse built by the staff and pupils. We 

have used it to raise sweetcorn, courgettes and peppers from seed and to care for young 

tomato plants. Troughs of cut-and-come-again lettuce were grown here for the school cook 

and the ‘Healthy Eating Campaign’. 

 

South Wootton Junior School vegetable plot, May 2014 



PAGE 26 

We have grown ornamental gourds for 

the first time – specific shapes that can 

be painted in Art class, e.g. double 

gourds as Russian dolls and curved 

gourds as swans and snakes. This is an 

added link between our activities and 

the general work of the school. 

Six horse chestnut saplings planted in 

the school grounds last autumn are 

thriving. We find it more successful to 

plant fairly large saplings as the site is 

cold and windswept with no shelter. 

Every session on the allotment 

includes the importance of compost in 

the cycle of growth. The children 

never fail to be fascinated by the insect 

life in a compost heap. We have one 

metal and two plastic compost bins 

and the pupils are always interested to 

find that the heat generated in the 

metal one works best! 

The allotment continues to be self-

funding, an important part of the 

children’s education in understanding 

the economic value as well as the 

health benefits of growing their own 

food. 

  

South Wootton Junior School vegetable plot,  

May 2014 



PAGE 27 

WOOTTON PARK 

Wootton Park is seventeen acres of open space between the villages of North and South 

Wootton. This land was purchased in 1982 by the Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West 

Norfolk and is leased to North and South Wootton Parish Councils. The park is managed 

on behalf of the Parish Councils by Wootton Park Association, a charity which has 

representatives from both Parish Councils and local residents. 

The main sporting activity on the park is football and the Woottons Football Club was 

established in 1984. They run sixteen teams involving young people of both sexes. In 1997 

changing rooms were built with a grant from the National Lottery. During the past year 

these have been thoroughly refurbished. 

 

  

From Top Left, Clockwise  

Wootton Park, Skateboading Area,  

May 2014 

Wootton Park, Wildlife Pond, May 2014 

Wootton Park, Skateboarding Area,  

May 2014 
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Grimston Road Allotments, May 2013 

Wootton Park has a cantilever swing, a climbing net, a wide slide and an aerial runway (zip 

wire), outdoor gym equipment and a recently refurbished play area for younger children. 

Grants were secured from the Norfolk Playing Fields Association and the Borough Council 

to fund a skateboarding area next to the small basketball area and this was erected last 

summer. There are also a number of picnic benches, litter bins and dog waste bins. All the 

Park’s facilities are well used. 

Work has been carried out to improve the dew pond for wildlife following the advice from 

the Norfolk County Council’s ecologist. Six bird boxes were put up by SWIB and trees have 

been planted in the area near Blackthorn Road. There is an on-going policy of tree and grass 

management in the park, with consideration given to   encourage of a wide variety of wildlife 

in appropriate areas. 

A big asset to the park is the King’s Lynn to Sandringham cycle track which has run through 

it since 1999. The park is also used for community events such as the Picnic on the Park 

event to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee.        

GRIMSTON ROAD ALLOTMENTS 

Grimston Road allotments are owned and managed by South Wootton Parish Council.   

There are 109 plots and they are very popular. 

Each summer a best plot competition is organised. For the past two years judges have been 

from the South Wootton in Bloom committee. All plots are judged and the winner is 

presented with a cup provided by both Borough Councillors (Elizabeth Nockolds and Nick 

Daubney). There is also a cup for the best plot cultivated by a new tenant.  There is an 

annual growing competition – last year it was for the longest runner bean; this year it will 

be for the largest potato – the winner will be presented with the Nolan Mills cup 
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SWIB FUTURE PLANS 

We shall continue with our programme of bulb planting and winter and summer bedding 

where appropriate. We also intend to increase sustainable planting in certain areas. We 

have made an appointment with a representative from Defra in connection with the Big 

Tree Planting scheme. With his advice we shall go ahead in the autumn replacing some of 

the whips to improve the hedge on the field next to the cemetery. We shall maintain our 

contact with both the Junior and Infant Schools.  All our fund-raising projects will continue 

in order that we can keep South Wootton as a very attractive village throughout the seasons. 

This is our tenth anniversary and we hope to maintain our high standards. 

SPONSORSHIP: 

SWIB is grateful to the following for their sponsorship: 

South Wootton Takeaway 

Lai Ying Takeaway 

Lloyd’s Pharmacy 

Tesco Express 

Talking Heads and Body Talk 

Tesco Superstore (Hardwick) 

Belford’s Nursery 

Delamore Young Plants 

Mrs. Stella Mills 

King’s Lynn Golf Club 

Lord Howard of Rising 

Mr. Stuart Melton, Knight’s Hill Farm Shop 

Mr. Alex Ponting, The Swan 

Wootton Fish Bar 

South Wootton Parish Council 

The Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk 

We are also grateful for the help and advice from Chris Bamfield, Chris Durham, Andy 

Massingham and Carl Ashton of the Borough Council.
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Olaya Street 
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