 Local Development Framework (Core Strategy) and a Neighbourhood Plan. 
To avoid misunderstandings, the Parish Council considers it appropriate to highlight some of the distinctions between the Borough Council’s Local Development Framework (LDF) and a Neighbourhood Plan (NP). Both relate to the future development of an area and whilst there is some overlap, the main differences lie in the location, contents and timescale for the developments.  

Local Development Framework 
Arising from Government policy, the Borough Council prepared and adopted its LDF – Core Strategy document in July 2011. It deals with potential developments across the whole of the Borough of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk and requires the building of a minimum of 16,500 new dwellings over the period 2001 – 2026.  The majority of new housing (90%) will be located within the main towns (i.e. King’s Lynn, Downham Market, Hunstanton and the Wisbech fringe), Settlements adjacent to main towns and in Key Rural Service Centres. South Wootton is a settlement adjacent to King’s Lynn and, potentially, has been allocated developments in two locations. In the area west of Hall Lane, 800 new dwellings and in the NE King’s Lynn area (adjacent to Knights Hill) a further 750 new dwellings have been proposed. The NE King’s Lynn area includes land in Castle Rising and Gaywood as well as within the South Wootton Parish boundary.
As you are aware, the Parish Council is vigorously opposing the scale of the proposed developments and already has submitted documents, separately and in partnership with North Wootton and Castle Rising Parish Councils, outlining our opposition. In addition, soon, we will be submitting documents relating to Transport, Flood Risk and Drainage and The Landscape in further support of our opposition. 
Whilst we have to accept that there has to be some development within South Wootton, we are pressing the Borough Council to reduce the number of new dwellings very significantly. We expect the Borough Council to publish their preferred options either later this year or early next year.
Neighbourhood Plan 
The Government’s Localism Act allows communities to produce a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) in which they can define how they would like their communities to evolve over the next 20 to 25 years, i.e. including and beyond the timescale for the LDF. The Parish Council has decided to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish of South Wootton and we devoted the whole of our September Newsletter to explain what can and cannot be included in a NP. The preparation of a NP is a lengthy process and we have set up a Project Group to guide us through the procedure. At present, the Project Group consists of a few Parish Councillors but we would like to invite a number of local residents with specific expertise to help carry the work forward. We would ask anyone who is interested in joining us to contact the Parish Office.

We will be in regular communication with all of South Wootton residents over the coming months and hope to produce a final draft of the document by October 2013. Once the document has passed an independent inspection and has been approved by residents in a local referendum, it must be adopted by the Borough Council and incorporated into its Local Development 0Framework (Local Plan). As a result, in the future only developments as defined in the Neighbourhood Plan can be considered for South Wootton.
We hope that the above helps to explain some of the distinctions between the Borough Council’s Local Development Framework and South Wootton Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan. 

David Price (Chairman, SWPC).

