
 SOUTH WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL REPORT 2015
ASSETS: 
Allotments: The Parish Council has 109 allotments, and at present all the plots are taken, there are five people on the waiting list, and the hire cost per year has recently been increased to £25.00 per annum.

The Village Hall: Over the past year we have had to update and improve certain aspects of the Village Hall in order to maintain a good standard. All rooms have been recently decorated and the lights in the kitchen have been renewed.

In May 2015 we will be starting work in the Ladies toilet, by fitting new windows, enlarging the floor space by knocking out an existing wall, putting in a new wash basin, and new flooring. The improvements will enhance and certainly provide more room.
The Parish Council has also agreed to update the lights in the Village Hall car park.

Cemetery: – The Cemetery has had to be extended, and the new layout and gravel pathways are now complete, it is hoped that the new Cemetery will serve us for many more years.
The Consecration of the remaining area of the existing Cemetery took place on Easter Sunday 5th April 2015.

Village Green – The Green has now been cut, and the grass edges are looking good since Ryan, the new Parish Council Handyman has cut them.

Wootton Park: Wootton Park is a shared responsibility with North Wootton Parish Council and management is carried out by a separate committee.

PLANNING: 
The Planning Committee comprises of 8 Parish Councillors and meets regularly every two weeks throughout the year to consider all the Planning applications sent to the Parish Council by the Borough Council which is the Planning Authority for the area. 

The Parish Council is a consultee who delegates its powers of comment to the Planning Committee who during the past year has considered a total of 58 Planning Applications and 5 Tree Preservation Orders.

Of these, 40 applications were granted by the Borough Council, 7 were refused and two applications were withdrawn for various reasons. Nine applications are still with the Borough Council awaiting a decision.

The Planning Committee is also responsible for Highways matters and whilst most issues are of an immediate nature (such as pot holes in the road, overgrown hedges etc which are reported directly to the Highways Department of the County Council), the Planning Committee also looks at street lighting and has recently upgraded the lighting in the Sandy Lane/ Ullswater Avenue area. It looks at road crossings, bus stops, etc and has pushed for the prospective crossing at Castle Rising Road.

The Parish Council will continue to push for speed limit reductions and other safety measures near the Village Schools. 

The main agenda still remains the safety of all those using our roads.

Local Development Framework:  The Borough Council in its Core Strategy document has proposed two locations in South Wootton for housing development. In November 2014 the Borough Council released its Site Allocations and Development Management Policies Pre-submission document.

The document had indicated 600 new homes at Knights Hill and 300 at the land to the west of Hall Lane. 
A six week consultation took place at the beginning of January 2015 to which the Parish Council sent in its comments.

The Parish Council feels that there is insufficient credible evidence to support the numbers and the Parish Council has evidence to show that the figures should be reduced to 475 and 225 respectively.

The Parish Council is not yet sure of the final numbers, this information will be known once the Inspector has produced his final report.

The Parish Council thanks all residents who had taken the time to put their comments forward during the consultation period.

Neighbourhood Plan:  Over two years ago the Parish Council decided to produce a Neighbourhood Plan for South Wootton. 

A Project Group, consisting of Parish Councillors, village residents, the Parish Clerk and the Assistant Clerk worked together and produced a Neighbourhood Plan, to reflect the wishes of the community with regard to any future developments in the village up to 2026. 

The final document has been submitted to the Borough Council.

The document would then be looked at by an Independent Inspector and hopefully if they are happy with it, the Borough Council will arrange for a Referendum to be held. It is hoped that all residents will be sent a copy of the final document and they will be asked a simple yes or no question, do you agree with the South Wootton Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan document.

If 51% of the voting residents vote in favour, the Neighbourhood Plan document will be adopted by the Borough Council and incorporated into its own Local Plan so that any future developments for South Wootton will be defined by our Neighbourhood Plan.

The Neighbourhood Plan still has to go through a number of stages, including a six week consultation period.

Details of the consultation will be advertised in the Local Newspaper and on Posters. A copy of the document will be available to be seen on the Parish Councils website, in the Parish Office, the Post Office, St Mary’s Church, the Village Hall, the Swan Pub and at Talking Heads and Body Talk. 

Comments will be passed directly to the Inspector and once the Inspector has completed his job, the Referendum will hopefully be arranged.

POLICY: The Policy Committee is scheduled to meet four times per year, although sometimes if required it will meet on additional occasions.

South Wootton Parish Council has Quality Status and therefore has to ensure that it complies with all legislation governing the conduct of business at this level of Local Government.

In the course of each year the Policy Committee checks that the Parish Council is conducting meetings and managing its affairs in accordance with the rules. The Standing Orders of the Parish Council are reviewed annually, this year, for example we had to modify our Standing Orders to take account of the fact that filming and recording is permitted at meetings. We also considered the rules of debate.

The Parish Councils Compliments and Complaints procedure has also been modified to comply with new requirements.
Another role of the Policy Committee is to consider the Appraisals of its staff, and recommend changes to terms of employment where required.

For many years Mr David Bird has served us as “Parish Handyman”. During the course of this year health issues arose and he decided to retire. His departure and that of Mr Ken Plummer who largely worked on Wootton Park obliged the Parish Council to restructure.

Last year the Parish Council acquired Ryan, a young apprentice, who was shared with the Borough Council. It was said that Ryan’s performance has been excellent and he has successfully completed his apprenticeship. 

The Parish Council has now taken Ryan on as a full time employee and hopes he will serve the parish for many years.

It has now become the policy of South Wootton Parish Council to pay every employee who works on an hourly basis the “Living Wage” (£7.65 per hour). This decision was approved unanimously by the Council.
FINANCE: 
The Finance Committee meets four times during the year to examine each quarter Accounts. 
In January each year the full Parish Council meets to look at the finances and to set the budget.
As per attached Finance Sheets
The finances are looked at by an Internal Auditor as well as Mazars the External Auditors. All figures and books are available to be seen at the Parish Office and if anyone would like to look at them, they only need to call in and ask.

The precept for 2015/2016 has been slightly reduced to £95,380; this is the 6th year that a reduction has been made to the Precept.
AFFILIATED COMMITTEES: 
SOUTH WOOTTON IN BLOOM: 

After hearing money in the form of a Grant was available from the Norfolk Coast Partnership, South Wootton in Bloom had worked with Gemma Walker (Norfolk Wildlife Trust) and the Parish Council to submit an application for a Grant to improve the pond area at Wootton Park.
The Grant Application had been successful and the area will be improved by scraping the pond and planting marsh plants. In addition, part of the project includes a new hexagonal picnic table, with an interpretation board insert providing information regarding wildlife corridors.

The Norfolk Wildlife Trust had been keen to support the project as the area is a wildlife corridor for frogs.
Work should commence in the autumn time.
South Wootton in Bloom is a team of volunteers who meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7pm in the Parish Council Meeting Room.
SWiB spends a lot of time planting bulbs around the village and most recently bulb planting work has been carried out at The Birches and St Augustine’s Way.

As well as bulb planting, South Wootton in Bloom are responsible for the hanging baskets, the planters on the Green, the Village Hall baskets and tubs and more recently have introduced the wildflower strip near to Blackthorn Road.

SWiB are also interested in Wildlife.

South Wootton in Bloom will once again this year have stalls at different events to raise funds. The biggest event of the year is “Open Gardens”, the event date has been amended to the weekend of 4th and 5th July 2015.
South Wootton in Bloom is always looking and grateful for new volunteers to help. 
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	           52,502.85 
	Administration 
	57,150
	53,911.08
	0
	53,911.08
	54,700

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	-                  74.56 
	Allotments
	-300
	2,370.55
	1,140
	1,230.55
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	                    90.00 
	Bus Shelters
	250
	333.00
	0
	333.00
	500

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	-          10,745.54 
	Cemetery
	-7,550
	1,240.33
	19,340.00
	-18,099.67
	2,350

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	              1,790.00 
	Churchyard
	2,900
	2,015.15
	0
	2,015.15
	2400

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	           12,383.82 
	Footway Lights
	13,500
	29,484.82
	7,875.00
	21,609.82
	13,500

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	              4,546.89 
	Litter
	5,500
	4,666.46
	0
	4,666.46
	5,800

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	           12,441.24 
	Open spaces
	16,500
	17,062.04
	0
	17,062.04
	17,150

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	           23,140.89 
	Wootton Park
	11,420
	18,126.95
	4,914.94
	13,212.01
	10,020

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	              7,283.07 
	Village Hall
	-900
	27,591.86
	31,820.17
	-4,228.31
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	              2,937.32 
	Misc Exp
	450
	11,434.62
	0
	11,434.62
	450
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	Capital Fund
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	268.64
	General Fund
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	4343.20
	Total Transfers
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	         110,639.18 
	                             -   
	             98,920 
	  168,236.86 
	    65,090.11 
	103,146.75
	          106,870 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	                 322.68 
	Bank Interest
	300
	0
	359.12
	359.12
	300

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	           14,256.50 
	Misc Income
	2,690
	0
	5,758.25
	5,758.25
	11,190

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	           14,579.18 
	 Total income 
	               2,990 
	                    -   
	      6,117.37 
	        6,117.37 
	             11,490 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	        96,060.00 
	 Nett Total 
	         95,930 
	 168,236.86 
	  77,324.85 
	    97,029.38 
	         95,380 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	96060.00
	PRECEPT
	95,930
	
	
	
	95,380

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4343.20
	Surplus/Deficit for year
	
	
	-1,099.38
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



