S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 11th April 2017 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. PRESENT: Mr D Price, Mr I Jordan, Mrs M Albinson, Mr A Evans Mr J Smallwood, Mr M Narborough, Mr S Scales, Mrs D Gotts, Mr R Williamson, Mrs T Banks, Mr H Hofmeister, Mr K Reynolds, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk). 
Borough Councillors Mrs E Nockolds and Mr N Daubney
Mr Simon Wells (Public)

APOLOGIES: Mr P Bland and County Cllr Mr Jason Law 
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 14th March 2017, with one amendment, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Smallwood, seconded by Mr Narborough, with all members in favour they were signed by the Chairman.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mr Smallwood and Mrs Banks declared an interest as they are Allotment Tenants.
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – Mr Price welcomed Mr Simon Wells and explained that he was interested in becoming a Parish Councillor and was present at the meeting to simply observe proceedings. 
Mrs Cornwell explained that the two Parish Councillor Vacancies had been advertised and as no other members of the public have come forward, there is no need for an election.
Members invited Mr Wells to the next Policy Committee meeting to be held on 3rd May 2017, and said that it would be a time for Mr Wells to ask the Parish Council questions and vice versa.
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councilor Daubney: Cllr Daubney confirmed that it was nearing the end of the Civic Year and the main thing being discussed is resource, which is a big challenge.
He said that the Government reduces its Revenue Support year on year, and this is supposed to be made up via Business Rates.
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Cllr Daubney stated that he had attended a meeting earlier in the day to discuss the various budgets and ways to make cuts. He added that decisions need to be made, although an alternative way is to increase income, such as raised Car Parking charges.
Mr Price enquired about the Brown Bin Service, it was said that it had been reported in the local news that the Borough Council had made £500,000 profit from the service.
Cllr Daubney stated that some other council’s have tried to offer the service for free; some do not offer the service at all. He said that the Borough Council has a sophisticated waste collection scheme and makes a reasonable charge for it. 

Mrs Banks commented that the charge for the Brown Bin has increased this year to £52.00 per annum (an increase of approximately 12%)
It was explained that people who pay by Direct Debit benefit from a reduced charge of £47 per annum.
It was said that the Brown Bin is a popular service and provides good value for money.

Cllr Daubney informed members that when he started at the Borough Council in 1999, the council operated on a £25 million budget, he said that this has since been reduced to around £16 million.

Mrs Banks enquired whether savings could be made on salaries, it was said that the Chief Executive of the Borough Council earns in excess of £100,000 per annum.
Cllr Daubney stated that the Chief Executive now only works a four day week.

Cllr Daubney spoke regarding the Hospital Car Park and informed members that the Borough Council manages its operation for a charge; he said that it is now more efficiently run. The NHS Trust is responsible for deciding what rates to charge.
Cllr Daubney spoke regarding Council Tax and confirmed that it is nearly the lowest in the Country.

He said that £2.5 million needs to be found over the next two years, he said that this would be a big challenge.

Mr Narborough spoke regarding the Lynnsport facility; he said that it is a fabulous centre which is well used.
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Mr Price enquired about the Food Caddy Liner bags and said that the quality at times is poor.

Cllr Daubney agreed that the quality of the bags is mixed; however personally felt that the Borough Council should not supply the bags, he added that the Food Waste Collection is reasonably popular.

Mr Jordan stated that the Parish Council has been informed by the Borough Council that from 1st April 2017, it is no longer eligible for Discretionary Tax Relief on its Business Rates. He said that these costs have not previously been paid and would now amount to approximately £3,000 per annum.

Cllr Daubney said that the Borough Council has little or no say about Business Rates, however said that he would look into the matter and would provide the Parish Council with a written answer.

Mr Narborough spoke regarding the Gas Works at Grimston Road / Castle Rising Road and felt that as this is a major road, why are there only two men working at a time. He said that after speaking to the workmen, he was told that the work would take three weeks; he was disappointed that there seemed to be little urgency in the job.
Cllr Daubney said that he had received mixed reports about the work, some of which were that the workmen were carrying out a good job.

Cllr Daubney said that the Borough Council has to initiate schemes to both save and make money; one such scheme is the new housing at the waterfront.

He said that hopefully people will be enjoying the nice weather in the Town Centre by attending the Hansa Festival, Festival Too, the Kings Lynn Festival and the Mini Car Show.

He added that businesses in the Town Centre area have voted to pay additional Business Rates, which are handed to a board who can within parameters spend it on what they choose, such as promotion and street cleaning.

Mr Price asked what the current situation is with the relocation of St James Medical Practice to the area of land at Kingsway.

Cllr Daubney confirmed that the project is still going ahead; however funding is still awaited from the National Health Service. He said that a Public Meeting will be held in due course, he confirmed that he would keep the Parish Council informed.
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He said that there is a problem attracting new businesses to Kings Lynn, including Doctors, he said that they are looking for state of the art Surgeries. 
Mr Smallwood said that a similar problem also exists within Education.
Borough Councilor Nockolds: Cllr Nockolds informed members that the Marsh Lane housing project is underway with Phase 4 and 5 about to start. She said that the first house for viewing will be ready in August 2017 with the entrance being from Marsh Lane.
She said that she had just attended a meeting, which showed an aerial view of the site showing the new road - Lynnsport Way, the new rear Lynnsport Car Park, the new Tennis Courts and Hockey pitches.

Cllr Nockolds said that the Borough Council is working with the Gaywood Conservation Group creating a new area for people to visit called “Soul to Sanctuary”.

She informed members that the miniature railway has been relocated to a more prominent position within Lynnsport grounds, and will be open ready for the summertime; she said she hopes it will be a success.

It was asked what the current situation is regarding the St George’s Guildhall.

Cllr Nockolds confirmed that disappointingly the £2.7 million bid to upgrade it had been rejected by the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Cllr Nockolds said that demand was high for the round of funding and only a small number of schemes that applied were successful.

She said that the Heritage Lottery Fund had been very complimentary about the scheme and had provided some very useful and constructive feedback in order to move forward. It was said that a bid is likely to be put forward at a regional level rather than at a national level.

County Councilor Law:   No Report 
6. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets – Mr Narborough confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last Parish Council meeting, however wished to provide an update on one or two matters.

Gas Meter Box Replacement:  Mr Narborough confirmed that the repair work on the Gas Meter Box had been carried out by BMAC Garden Services.
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The Green and Open Spaces - Life Ring:  Mr Narborough confirmed that the Life Ring had been delivered and was awaiting installation at the Pond.

New Dog Waste Bin at Oak Avenue:  Mr Narborough confirmed that following approval of a new Dog Waste Bin to be sited at Oak Avenue, the Parish Council is awaiting approval of the Licence, once received the Bin will be ordered.

Mr Smallwood commented that during the ongoing Gas Works at Grimston Road/ Castle Rising Road, Common Lane has suffered a certain amount of wear and tear with vehicles using the route as a way to avoid the traffic queues. It was asked who would pay for any necessary repairs.

Mrs Cornwell informed members that the County Council had kindly carried out repairs in the past.

It was noted that the Gas Works are an exceptional situation, which will hopefully be resolved as soon as possible.

Members agreed that the condition of Common Lane should be looked at once the Gas Works are finished and discussed by the Assets Committee. 

(Clerks Note: After the meeting Mr Wells e-mailed National Grid regarding the Pot Holes and left the Parish Council to pursue the matter further. Mrs Cornwell has e-mailed Lewis Hargrave at National Grid to see if they can offer assistance with the road repairs).
Finance – Mr Jordan confirmed that a meeting had been held on Tuesday 4th April 2017, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

He said that the most notable item was that considerable savings had been made on the Parish Handyman wages.

He added that money however is due to be spent on two new Bus Shelters with a 50% contribution from the Norfolk County Councils Parish Partnership Scheme.
Business Rates Revaluation Mr Jordan referred to the minutes and confirmed that the Parish Council has been informed by the Borough Council that from 1st April 2017, it is no longer eligible for Discretionary Tax Relief on its Business Rates. He said that these costs have not previously been paid and would now amount to approximately £3,000 per annum.

He said that Cllr Daubney will look into the situation and hopefully provide the Parish Council with some better news regarding the matter.
-9-

After brief discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the Finances are a correct record of the end of year accounts; this was seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour.
Mr Jordan spoke regarding the Summary Sheets and said that these had been produced as a straight lift from the detailed Monitoring Sheet. He said that the Statement to the Annual Meeting clearly shows the Surplus for the year being £17,913.37.
Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should accept the two Summary Sheets; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.

Parish Handyman: Mr Jordan said that from the End of Year Accounts it was clear that money has been saved by contracting out various jobs to BMAC Garden Services, he said that the Parish Council has a good rapport with Mr McIntyre and the jobs carried out have been thorough.
It was noted that by not employing a Handyman, various savings have been made. Mr Jordan said that other savings have also been made as various items of equipment have not needed to be serviced or repaired.

After discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should continue to contract work out to BMAC Garden Services, until the situation changes, this was seconded by Mrs Banks with one member against, all other members were in favour.
Members enquired about the various items of redundant equipment.

It was agreed that these items may be required in the future and the matter should be discussed further by the Assets Committee.

Parish Council Insurance:  Mr Jordan informed members that the time had come to renew the Parish Council Insurance Cover.
He explained that Mrs Cornwell had gone out for three quotes, one from Aon Insurance, one from Came & Company and the last from our current Insurance providers Zurich.

Mr Jordan stated that Aon Insurance had failed to provide a quote, and said that he and Mrs Cornwell had compared the other two quotes looking at the cost and the level of cover provided.

He said that the quote from Came & Company was for £1,947.63 (for three years) and whilst the quote of £2,009.46 from Zurich Insurance (for three years) was slightly higher it was felt it provided a better level of cover.
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After discussion, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council should continue with its current provider Zurich Insurance for the next three years at a cost of £2,009.46; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation: Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price with the Bank Statements and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Price was happy that these balanced he and Mr Jordan (Chairman of the Finance Committee) initialled the Bank Statement. 
Mr Jordan informed members that the Accounts for the End of Year are currently with the Internal Auditor, Mr Marcus Van Nieuwkerk.

Planning – Mr Price stated that there had been one Planning Committee meeting held since the last Parish Council meeting, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

He confirmed that during the meeting held on 20th March 2017, Mr & Mrs Tilley from Clayland had also attended to provide an update of the current situation.

Mr Price explained that Clayland had raised concerns that the Borough Council want to look at their site as part of the bigger picture at Knights Hill and not as a separate entity as Clayland would like.

He said that following discussions with the Borough Council, Clayland have decided to carry out a reevaluation of their development and felt that the likelihood would be that they will possibly reduce the numbers and build larger high quality homes.

Mr Price said that he had invited Clayland to attend another meeting in the future once they have completed their reevaluation.
Mr Price spoke briefly regarding the CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) payments and said that as the various housing projects come forward, the Parish Council will need to think about the sorts of things that the money can be spent on to improve amenities in South Wootton. It was said that additional Bus Shelters and better Street Lighting could be considered.
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Members agreed that the type of suitable amenities should be discussed by the Assets Committee.

Policy – Mr Smallwood confirmed that the next Policy Committee meeting is due to be held on 3rd May 2017, when the appointment of Mr Simon Wells as a Parish Councillor will be considered.

7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – Cllr Nockolds reported that the School Library has been fitted out with new furniture and books.

She said that a 50th Anniversary party had been held with a display of photos of past pupils.

She said that the school has a forest area and the children have been looking at insects and plants.
Attendance has dropped to 96% (the aim is 97%) this is due to term time holidays and children being poorly.

After school activities include Street Dance and Multi Skills.

Finally Cllr Nockolds reported that the Police have been working with schools regarding Domestic Violence, she said that if children have witnessed such situations, the schools are made aware by a liaison officer.

Junior School: - See attached  
Mr Smallwood confirmed that he was unable to comment regarding the future possible Academisation of the Junior School, he said that he may be in a better position to comment after May 2017.

Mr Price informed members that Mr Jonathan Rice, the Head teacher would be leaving in July 2017 along with the current Chair of Governors.

He said that Governor Recruitment is an issue with a problem of encouraging volunteers to do the job.

Mr Smallwood felt that the appointment of a new Head teacher would be in September 2017 or possibly January 2018, he said that if a Head teacher is not appointed by September, the County Council will appoint a flying Head teacher to cover the interim period.
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Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts confirmed that all members had received the report from Mr Will Border, Chairman of the Wootton Park Committee.

She said that the “200 Club” is up and running and cash prizes were being won. She said that the winners would be advertised in the Contact Magazine.
South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Gotts confirmed that the minutes of the last meeting had been circulated to all members.

She said that fundraising events have been arranged for 2017, with a stall being run at the Kings Lynn Event in May 2017 and the fete in South Wootton in June 2017.

Mrs Gotts asked if anyone is able to help with the huge task of deadheading the daffodils, this would be greatly appreciated.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list, plus:-
Countryside Voice

Magazine




Info

CPRE



Fieldwork Magazine



   “

Norfolk Mediation

Request for Donation


   “

9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated list below, 

Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount

No




No

280
ECS Computers

106865
On-line backup

  13.30

281
CGM



106866
Play Equip Inspection

  30.00

282
K & M Lighting


106867
Emerg call + New column    1699.20

283
Total Gas & Power

106868
Street Lighitng supply

636.82

284
BMAC Garden Svs

106869
Litter Bin Collection 12/3-19/3
  60.00

285
Suffolk ALC


106870
LCAS Panel Fee

  60.00

286
Norfolk ALC


106871
Clerks Networking

  30.00

287
Glasdon


106872
Lifebuoy & Housing

308.74

288
Anglian Water


106873
VH Water


153.23

289
HMRC



106874
Cont’b – March

803.48
290
Norfolk Pension Fund

106875
Cont’b –March

            862.69

291
Prudential


106876
Pension AVC
 - March             80.00 

291a
Mrs T Cornwell

D/D 28 Mar 
Salary & Exps – March - BACS  )

291b
Mrs M Kirby


D/D 28 Mar 
Salary – March - BACS  )     2238.71
291c
W W Lucas


D/D 28 Mar
Wages – March- BACS  )
291d
A J Walker


D/D 28 Mar
Salary & Exps – March - BACS )

291e
R K Jarrett


D/D 28 Mar
Salary – Mar - BACS
    )     1120.11

291f
BT



D/D 29 Mar
PO Phone 


172.06

291g
E-On



D/D 1 Mar
VH Electric – D/D

  80.00

291h
E-On



D/D 1 Mar
VH Gas – D/D

              97.00

291i
E-On



D/D 1 Mar
PO Electric - D/D

  35.00
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Plus Accounts received since circulated list: None
Bank balances as at 31.3.2017
Community Account
      

     
     17,516.29
Step saver a/c
                 
      
              0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                         155,000.00
Total                                                                                         £ 172516.29
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm.

10. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS: See attached
11. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 9th May 2017, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
9th May 2017                                                                                Chairman
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