S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 14th February 2017 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. PRESENT: Mr D Price, Mr I Jordan, Mr J Smallwood, Mr M Narborough, Rev D Tate, Mr S Scales, Mrs M Albinson, Mr A Evans, Mrs D Gotts, Mr R Williamson, Mr K Reynolds, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk). 
Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds
APOLOGIES: Mr D Steward-Brown, Mr P Bland, Mrs T Banks, Mr H Hofmeister, Borough Councillor Mr N Daubney and County Cllr Mr Jason Law
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 10th January 2017, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Evans, with all members in favour and they were signed by the Chairman.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mr Smallwood declared an interest as he is an Allotment Tenant.
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – None present 
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councilor Nockolds: Cllr Nockolds reported that the Borough Council has received £1.8 million from the Government for housing in specific areas (Coastal).

She explained that the Government has given the money to enable the Borough Council to build housing for rent on land already owned by the council.

She said that if the housing is built within the time specified, additional funds may be available. 
She added that if the Council builds new homes for rent, tenants would have the right to buy whereas with Housing Association they do not.

Cllr Nockolds spoke regarding the Guildhall Project and the Fermoy Gallery and informed members that a bid had been submitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund for £2.7 million. She said that the outcome should be known next month.

An additional £500,000 of funds has been requested from the Arts Council making a total of around £3.5 million.
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The money will be used to create a flat floor surface at the site for dancing and for conference purposes as well as the provision of a lift to help disabled visitors.
It was said that the Alive Leisure Trust has also contributed towards the venture.

Cllr Nockolds was pleased to report that Historic England has been to visit Kings Lynn looking at various new build areas. She said that Kings Lynn (Borough Council of Kings Lynn and West Norfolk) has been selected to become a Heritage Action Zone.
The new Heritage Action Zones initiative seeks historic places that have the potential to become focal points for sustainable economic development and community life; the areas need to be of significant historic interest.

Finally, Cllr Nockolds said that the Youth Forum at the Town Hall has carried out some research regarding The Mart and have produced a film.

Mrs Gotts asked Cllr Nockolds if the Borough Council has any influence on Bus Routes in the town, as currently there are no buses which run the entire length of Wootton Road and into Castle Rising.

Cllr Nockolds informed members that the Bus Companies have been invited to attend meetings with the Borough Council and the County Council, but have been unable to attend.
Cllr Nockolds recommended that the Parish Council should write to the County Council Highways Department regarding the situation.

Cllr Nockolds reported that the Borough Council has taken over responsibility of the Bus Shelters.
Borough Councilor Daubney: No Report 
County Councilor Law: No Report
6. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets – Mr Narborough confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last full Parish Council meeting; however he wished to inform members that some work is being carried out at the Allotments, by BMAC Garden Services.

Mr Narborough explained that one particular plot had become quite problematic, with an elderly tenant deciding to quit his tenancy.

It was said that a large shed on the plot with an Asbestos roof and various polytunnels need to be taken down and removed prior to the plot being re-let, he said that this has caused an unexpected expense.
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In addition, Mr Narborough reported that various items, including plant pots and window frames have been dumped at the Allotments Car Park recently.

It was suggested that some signs should be erected stating that no dumping is allowed.
Mr Reynolds confirmed that dumping at the Allotments has certainly become a problem; he suggested that a similar sign to that at the Reffley Community Field could be made up.

After discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that two signs stating “No Dumping” should be placed at the Allotments, one at the main entrance and another in the Car Park, this was seconded by Mr Jordan with all members in favour.
Mr Narborough added that a new compound has been made within the Car Park for depositing Horse Manure.

Mrs Kirby said that she would contact Amy, the Horse Owner to request that the Horse Manure is only deposited within the compound area.

Finally, it was reported that there has been a spate of break-ins at the Allotments, although it was said that nothing particular had been taken, items from the various sheds had been thrown around.

Finance – Mr Jordan informed members that the next Finance Committee Meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday 4th April 2017, when the end of year accounts will be discussed.
Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation: Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price with the Bank Statements and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Price was happy that these balanced he and Mr Jordan (Chairman of the Finance Committee) initialled the Bank Statement. 
Planning – Mr Price stated that all members had received a copy of the Planning Committee Minutes.
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Knights Hill Development: He said that the main item discussed was Planning Application Number 16/02231/OM – Land to the West of Knights Hill Village for the residential development of up to 635 dwellings.

Mr Price confirmed that the Parish Council had now submitted its objections in response to the application to the Borough Council and had forwarded a copy to the County Council, Borough Councillors Mr N Daubney and Mrs E Nockolds, County Councillor Mr Jason Law and Henry Bellingham MP.

In addition Mr Price stated that 101 letters of objection had been submitted so far from residents along with individual letters from South Wootton Parish Councillors.

Cllr Nockolds confirmed that she had attended a meeting with Cllr Daubney and Henry Bellingham MP to fight the numbers of proposed homes regarding Highways issues.

Mr Price confirmed that the consultation period has been extended to 17th February 2017.

Mr Narborough proposed a vote of thanks to Mr Price and Mrs Cornwell for all the hard work they had put in to produce the objections on behalf of the Parish Council.

New Footpath: Mr Narborough spoke regarding the recently dug new footpath at Grimston Road/ Knights Hill, and asked if it was now finished.

Mr Reynolds said that the matter of a footpath at Grimston Road/ Knights Hill had been raised some 18 months ago.

Mr Reynolds was thankful that a pathway has been put in, although it was felt that it may not be finished with tarmac for some time. 
Policy – Mr Smallwood confirmed that a Policy Committee meeting had been held on 1st February 2017 and everything was as per the minutes.
To discuss the Staff Appraisals: Mr Smallwood said that members had discussed the Staff Appraisal Report produced by Mrs Cornwell.

Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council accepts the Staff Appraisal Report and Salaries, and that salaries and hours of employment are reviewed as appropriate; this was seconded by Mr Reynolds with all members in favour.
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Update on the Parish Handyperson: Mr Smallwood spoke regarding the resignation of the Parish Handyperson and explained that a subsequent decision 
had been made to contract any work out to BMAC Garden Services as per the Parish Councils regulations (Quotations etc) until 31st March 2017.

Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should continue with the arrangement to contract any work out to BMAC Garden Services until 31st March 2017, this was seconded by Mr Smallwood with all members in favour.

To review the new Disciplinary and Grievance Procedures: Mrs Cornwell explained that she had contacted Mr Terry Wilshin the Employment Law Specialist at NALC to look at the Parish Councils Employment Contract.
As a result of his advice, two new documents had been produced which are simpler versions of what the Parish Council currently has in place.
Disciplinary Procedures: Mr Smallwood proposed that the Parish Council accepts the Disciplinary Procedures with the amendment regarding loss of Driving Licence to be included; this was seconded by Mr Evans with all members in favour.
Grievance Procedures: With no amendments to the document, Mr Smallwood proposed that the Parish Council accepts the Grievance Procedures this was seconded by Mr Evans with all members in favour.
To review the new Operational Risk Assessment in accordance with the Topical Risk Assessments: Mr Smallwood proposed that the Parish Council accepts the new Operational Risk Assessment in accordance with the Topical Risk Assessments; this was seconded by Mr Evans with all members in favour.

To review the new Financial Risk Assessment: Mr Smallwood proposed that the Parish Council accepts the new Financial Risk Assessment; this was seconded by Mr Evans with all members in favour.

To review the following documents:
Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Controls

Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Audit
Duties of the Responsible Financial Officer
With no amendments, Mr Smallwood proposed that the Parish Council adopts the list of Documents; this was seconded by Mr Jordan with all members in favour.
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7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – See attached
Junior School: - See attached  
Cllr Nockolds added that a piece of land at the Lynnsport site is to be passed to the County Council to enable a new school to be built in 2019.

She confirmed that the existing St Edmunds Community School is scheduled for closure.

Wootton Park: – Mrs Cornwell confirmed that some new warning signs have been erected at Wootton Park stating that “Open Water Exists within this Park”. She confirmed that this has been done following a recommendation from Mr Bracey, the Play Equipment Inspector.

She said that signage had been erected in the past, however over time had since disappeared.

Time Credits: Mr Price spoke regarding Time Credits, he explained that in the past the matter had been discussed and postponed to see how the employment of a new Handyperson works out.

Following the recent resignation of the Handyperson, the situation regarding the use of volunteers and Time Credits has become more relevant.

Mr Price explained that 750 Time Credits can be purchased for £400, it was confirmed that this cost would be shared between both North and South Wootton Parish Councils.  

It was explained that the Time Credits would be awarded to volunteers who help out at the Green Gym.

Comment was made that lots of work is carried out at Wootton Park, by the Community Service Pay Back people as well as College Volunteers.

Mrs Gotts felt that it was a good idea however added that any work carried out should be done equally in both North and South Wootton. 

It was said that some volunteers carry out work in South Wootton and do not receive any benefits. It was felt that the Time Credits should be available to all volunteers.
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Members commented that they were not entirely happy with the scheme and were unsure of the worth of the Time Credits and what they could be spent on.

Comment was made that for every one hour of time that an individual gives, they will receive one Time Credit. This can be used to access a variety of different services or activities within the local community such as the Corn Exchange, the Kings Lynn Art Centre, Majestic Cinema, Alive Lynnsport and Lynn Museum. 
After further discussion, four members were in favour of the Time Credit Scheme, four members were against and there were three abstentions. Mr Price used his casting vote as Chairman and it was agreed that the Parish Council would trial the scheme and monitor the situation.
Mrs Gotts confirmed that the “200 Club” was up and running and cash prizes were being won. She encouraged more members to join in for the benefit of Wootton Park.

Finally, it was confirmed that a fundraising Race Night has been arranged for Friday 3rd March 2017.

South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Gotts said that there had been no formal meeting held in January and confirmed that the next meeting would be held in February 2017.

She said that fundraising events have been arranged for 2017, with a stall being run at the Kings Lynn Event in May 2017 and the fete in South Wootton in June 2017.

Mrs Gotts said that any donations for the tombola would be gratefully received.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list.

Mrs Cornwell informed members that she had received a letter from Mrs Steward-Brown confirming the resignation from the Parish Council of Mr Derek Steward-Brown.
Mrs Cornwell read out the letter.

Mr Price agreed that he would write a response on behalf of the Parish Council to Mrs Steward-Brown to thank Derek for all of his help and efforts in the past.

Mr Jordan thanked Mrs Cornwell for supporting Mrs Steward-Brown over the recent years.
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Mrs Cornwell stated that she would notify the Borough Council of the vacancy, in order for the position to be advertised.

9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated list, plus:-

241
CGM Ltd
   
Wttn Park Play Equipment Inspections
          360.00
242
CGM Ltd
   
Wttn Park Play Equipment Inspections
            60.00
243
Roythorne & Son
Replacement Cheque (234 damaged)
            30.18

244
AMR


Call Out Village Hall Fire Alarm

            67.20

245
CGM Ltd

Cemetery Footpaths – Weed Spray
            45.54

246
Mr P Nicholls

Bus Shelter Cleaning



45.00

Bank balances as at 31.1.2017
Community Account
      

     
     17,793.88
Step saver a/c
                 
      
              0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                         175,000.00
Total                                                                                         £ 192,793.88
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05pm.

10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 14th March 2017, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
14th March 2017                                                                                Chairman
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