S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 14th April 2015 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. PRESENT: Mr D Price (Chairman), Mr D Steward-Brown, Mr I Jordan, Mrs D Gotts, Mr J Smallwood, Mrs T Banks, Mr B Clapham, Mr A Evans, Mr D Gerrard, Mr R Williamson, Mrs M Albinson, Rev D Tate, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M A Kirby (Assistant Clerk).  
Borough Councillors, Mr N Daubney and Mrs E Nockolds 
APOLOGIES: Mr M Narborough and County Councillor Mr J Law
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 10th March 2015, with one addition to Page 139, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Smallwood, seconded by Mr Evans, with two abstentions all other members were in favour and they were signed by the Chairman.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mr Smallwood & Mrs Banks declared an Interest as they are both Allotment Tenants.
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – None present.
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

County Councillor Law: No Report.
Borough Councillor Daubney said that work had started to upgrade the Town Hall. He said that the building will become more accessible and hopefully used more regularly.

Work at the Saturday Market Place is now complete; he said that the area had been smartened up with the help of the owners and the Heritage Lottery.

Maintenance work on the Hunstanton Flood Defences has also started.
Cllr Daubney said that the Bus Station renovations are on schedule and added that the County Council had made the decision to resurface Railway Road as well.

Mr Price asked if the Borough Council had made any decisions about the purchase of the Ground Rents at Priory Court, St Augustine’s Way.
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Cllr Daubney said that he had looked through the information; he confirmed that it is the Ground Rents of the units (not including Tesco) which are up for Auction. 

After discussion, Cllr Daubney said that it is unlikely that the Borough Council will submit a bid.

Mrs Albinson stated that a lot of the information provided has been incorrect; she felt that an amenable offer may be accepted. Comment was made that the area is untidy and if it was under the control of the Parish Council it could be made good.

Members were concerned that the liability would be too great, it was said that it could cost £100,000 to properly resurface the Car Park.

Cllr Daubney said that he would make further investigations and inform the Parish Council of the situation.
Borough Councillor Nockolds informed members that the Borough Council now has new powers regarding anti social behaviour and has been working with the Police. She said that injunctions can be made and where noise nuisance occurs, property can be taken away.

Cllr Nockolds was pleased to report that the pontoons on the River Ouse have been well used and were full over the Easter period.

Cllr Nockolds confirmed that she is still looking at Planning Application, 14/01815/F – New Double Garage at 9, The Birches, South Wootton. 

It was said that despite the Planning Committee and the Parish Council being unanimously against the application, it was disappointing to learn that the Borough Council had given its approval.

6. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:

Assets – 
Pre-school Messy Mud Kitchen: Mrs Cornwell referred members to the circulated letter from the Pre-school regarding a proposed Mud Kitchen in the outside play area.

After brief discussion to confirm that it would be at no cost to the Parish Council, Mrs Albinson proposed that the Pre-school be allowed to erect the Mud Kitchen, this was seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour.
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Ashes in St Mary’s Churchyard: Mrs Cornwell informed members that an area in St Mary’s Churchyard has recently been laid out for the interment of Ashes. 

Mr Jordan stated that the Parish Council had not been informed and had contacted Rev James Nash for further information.

It was explained that Rev Nash has apologised for the omission and has confirmed that the new area is for cremated remains – Ashes.  He explained that the existing area is full and the area marked is the largest available space in the Churchyard and is conveniently located.  
Comment was made that the Churchyard is now a “Closed Churchyard” and as the Parish Council is responsible they should be informed of any work. 

Mr Jordan stated that the Parish Council will make further enquiries into the matter; it was felt that a faculty should be required. 

Finance – Mr Jordan confirmed that all members had seen a copy of the minutes and the end of year Summary Sheet.

He stated that within the sheets there has been no reference made to VAT, he said VAT is not included within the Cashbook figures and no VAT income had been received as the claim had not yet been paid.

With all members agreeing that the detailed summary is a true reflection of the Parish Council accounts, Mr Evans proposed they are accepted by the Parish Council, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.

Mr Jordan spoke regarding the various funds of the council and stated that members of the Finance Committee felt that the different headings were unnecessary and the General Fund and Treasury Deposit account should only be used. 

Rev Tate pointed out that the various fund accounts had been set up a long time ago, to enable money to be set aside. It was felt that whilst the headings were unnecessary perhaps the Development Fund for future projects could be retained.

Mr Jordan confirmed that the Finance Committee had discussed the matter at length, he said that the Parish Council is disciplined enough to run the accounts this way and felt that the finances will become less complicated.
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Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council should remove the section “Transfers to Funds” and no longer carry out the transfers and allocation of funds to individual headings; this was seconded by Mr Evans and unanimously agreed. It was agreed to assess the situation in a year.

Trailer Purchase: Mr Jordan spoke regarding the Trailer Purchase and explained that it had become apparent that the idea was problematic. He said that Mr Harrowing was experiencing problems with his car and may have to look at changing it in the near future.

Mr Jordan explained that the Finance Committee had discussed the situation and felt that a better alternative solution may be to purchase a small pickup truck.

He explained that after investigation it had been found that a brand new DFM lightweight pickup truck including tipper could be purchased for £7,500 with a two year warranty. He stated that the insurance cover would be approximately £200 per year.

Mrs Cornwell circulated details and an image of the DFM truck.

Mr Jordan explained that the Finance Committee had proposed that £10,000 including the cost of security could be set aside for the purchase of a small truck.

It was asked where a DFM truck could be purchased from.

Mr Jordan said that DFM vehicles can be purchased in Somerset and from Woodford Motors in North London.
It was asked if the Parish Council would really benefit from a truck and whether it is really needed.

Mrs Banks stated that if the proposed developments go ahead, South Wootton would become an expanding Parish, she felt that a truck would certainly be of benefit and a good idea.

After discussion it was suggested that Mrs Cornwell should contact the Borough Council for further advice and to see if they are able to purchase a truck at a better price.

Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council agree to allocate £10,000 for the purchase of a small tipper pickup truck, including the cost of security, this was seconded by Mr Evans with two members against all other members were in favour. It was agreed that the finer details should be left to the Assets Committee.
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Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation: Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price and Mr Jordan with the Bank Statements and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Price was happy that these balanced he and Mr Jordan (Chairman of the Finance Committee) initialled the Bank Statement. 
End of Year Return: Mrs Cornwell referred members to Section 2 of the Annual Return – Annual governance statement and asked all Parish Councillors to answer yes or no to the nine questions which she read out.  After giving a yes answer to questions 1 to 8 with question 9 not applicable this section was signed by the Parish Council Chairman and the Clerk. 

Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price with a copy of the Bank reconciliation for the year ending 31st March 2015 and a copy of the Bank Statements for all Accounts. Mr Price agreed that everything was in order. Mrs Cornwell also provided copies of the computer printouts for the Treasury Deposit and The Community Account.  Again Mr Price was satisfied that these matched the Parish Council Accounts. With the Full Parish Council and the Parish Council Chairman happy with the finances, Mr Price and Mrs Cornwell, the Parish Clerk signed section 1 as a correct record of the Parish Council Accounts for year ending 31st March 2015.  This was unanimously agreed. 

Mrs Cornwell advised members that Mr Van Nieuwkerk the Internal Auditor would carry out the Internal Audit, then all information would be sent to the External Auditor, Mazars.

Parish Council Insurance: Mrs Cornwell informed members that last year the Parish Council had agreed to sign up to a 3 year Insurance Contract with Zurich. She stated that the Insurance is for the Parish Office (Buildings and Contents), the Village Hall (Buildings and Contents), the Tractor Mower, the War Memorial, the Solar Panels, etc. She confirmed that the one policy covers all items.

Mrs Cornwell was pleased to report that this year’s invoice had just been received and although some items had been added throughout the year, the price had come in at £2,001.96 against last year’s price of £1,982.34. 
Members felt that Zurich had provided a good quote.
Planning –
9 Acre Field, Nursery Lane: Mr Evans spoke regarding the 9 Acre Field and said that Mr David Allberry, the owner of the 9 acre field at Nursery Lane had sent an email and provided a sketch and aerial photo of the site.
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He said that the Parish Council has previously discussed the possibility of a development of around 20 houses on the front, with the remaining area being gifted free of charge in perpetuity to the Parish Council.
Mr Evans explained that Mr Allberry had asked if the Parish Council would consider engaging Mr Alflatt from Bidwell’s to promote the site for development.
Mr Evans said that the Planning Committee had felt that it would be inappropriate to spend public money on such business.

After discussion, Mr Evans proposed that the Parish Council should fully support the proposals in principle subject to the full Planning Application and sight of the full documentation for the gifting of the land, this was seconded by Mr Clapham with all members in favour.
NORFOLK MINERALS SITE SPECIFIC ALLOCATIONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT (DPD) Single Issue Review of Silica Sand - Initial Consultation Document:
 

Mr Price referred members to correspondence received from Norfolk County Council regarding a consultation which would be taking place.

He stated that the Initial Consultation on the Single Issue Silica Sand Review of the Norfolk Minerals Site Specific Allocations Plan will take place over a six week period from 9 March to 20 April 2015.

Mr Price informed members that James Alflatt at Bidwell’s had been contacted to see if it would be beneficial to make representation and to provide an indication of the cost to carry out the work.

Mr Price confirmed that after receiving the quote of £750 +VAT from Bidwell’s it was agreed not to proceed.

Mr Price referred members to a circulated letter that he had written as South Wootton Parish Council’s response to the consultation.

Mr Price proposed that the letter should be sent to Norfolk County Council; this was seconded by Mr Evans with all members in favour.
Members thanked Mr Price for producing the letter.
Neighbourhood Plan: Mr Price confirmed that the final document had been submitted to the Borough Council and they have agreed that the Plan can go forward.
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He said that it still has to go through a number of stages, including a six week consultation period from 23rd April 2015 to 4th June 2015.

It was said that details of the consultation will be advertised in the Local Newspaper and on Posters. A copy of the document will be available to be seen on the Parish Councils website, in the Parish Office, the Post Office, St Mary’s Church, the Village Hall, the Swan Pub and at Talking Heads and Body Talk. 

Mr Price said that the Borough Council will also be writing to a list of consultees. 

He explained that any comments will be passed directly to the Inspector.

Once the Inspector has completed his job and the document is hopefully approved, the Referendum will be arranged.

It is hoped that all residents will be sent a copy of the final document and they will be asked a simple yes or no question, do you agree with the South Wootton Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan document.

Mr Price stated that if 51% of the voting residents vote in favour, the Neighbourhood Plan document will be adopted by the Borough Council and incorporated into its own Local Plan so that any future developments for South Wootton will be defined by our Neighbourhood Plan.

Rev Tate asked if the consultation is limited to the Parishioners or whether Developers can also respond.
(Clerks Note: Cllr Daubney confirmed that the consultation was not limited to South Wootton Residents).
It was asked if the Borough Council would be sending the final document out to residents as it will be the Borough Council’s Referendum.

(Clerks Note: Cllr Daubney has said that if the Parish Council wants every householder to have a copy we would have to distribute. The Borough Council may help with the printing costs).

Cllr Daubney said that he would seek clarification of both points.

Policy – No meeting held.
Mr Smallwood enquired when the minutes of the Parish Assembly would be approved.

(Clerk’s Note: The minutes of the Parish Assembly will be circulated to all members of the Policy Committee for approval). 
-11-

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that in May 2015, two new Parish Councillors will join South Wootton Parish Council; she asked members to consider the Committees they sit on and inform her of any changes they wish to make.

7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School – See attached. 
Junior School – Mr Smallwood was pleased to report that the Year 6 pupils were doing well, he said they are predicted to exceed two levels of progress in their SATs, which will be taken week commencing 11th May 2015.

Mr Price said that the school garden is going well; a competition for Years 3 and 4 pupils will be held to design a new scarecrow to be put up in the garden.

Mrs Cornwell reminded members that there is a vacancy for a Partnership Governor, if anyone is interested.
Wootton Park – No report
South Wootton in Bloom – Mrs Gotts informed members that the Open Gardens event had been rescheduled to the weekend of 4th and 5th July 2015.(Still to be confirmed).
She was pleased to say that after reports from Mr and Mrs Jarrett that a lovely flowering bush had been completely overgrown with brambles; Mrs Stella Mills had kindly been out with her secateurs and carefully removed the brambles.

Finally it was said that after the Parish Assembly, Mrs Gotts had received many favourable comments about what the SWiB team do, she said that during the evening she was also given a £10 donation towards their work.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list, plus:-.
NRCC

  
Signpost Magazine





  Info

Gaywood Valley
Living Landscapes Events




    “
NALC


Improved Care and Support in Norfolk for Adults
    “




Sustainable Communities Act – Workshop

    “

Countryside Voice
Magazine






    “

CPRE


Fieldwork Spring 2015




    “
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Resignation: Mr Price informed members that Mr David Gerrard had written a letter to him confirming that he had withdrawn his registration to stand for election and would be standing down as a Parish Councillor from 6th May 2015.
Mr Gerrard stated that he had enjoyed four years serving on the Parish Council, but felt it was time for him to move on.

Mr Price thanked Mr Gerrard for his contributions and said he would be welcome back in the future.

It was confirmed that there would be no Parish Council Elections on 7th May 2015.

Request for Dog Bin: Mrs Cornwell informed members that a request had been received for a Dog Waste Bin to be sited near to the Parish Notice board at Sandy Lane.

After brief discussion to confirm that the cost of a Dog Waste Bin is approximately £70 plus the weekly collection, Mr Smallwood proposed that a Dog Waste Bin should be installed in the Sandy Lane area; this was seconded by Mrs Gotts with all members in favour.

It was agreed that the Assets Committee would review the whole current Dog Waste Provision at their next meeting. 
9. ACCOUNTS: – as per circulated list, plus: 
001
NRCC


Membership




    
20.00

002
NPFA


Subscriptions 2015/2016


  
30.00

003
CGM


Grass Cutting – The Green - March 2015  
43.69

004
BCKLWN

Trade Bin – Village Hall


         885.00
005
Mr Moon

Window Cleaning – Village Hall & P Office        33.00
006
Ang Chemicals
Village Hall Materials



21.37
007
PIK Trailers

Reflectors – The Green



74.75
008
Roythorne & Son
Fuel March 2015




49.62
009
Amberol Ltd

3 x Barrel Planters



         322.80
010
S J Pemberton
New Cemetery Groundworks

        4944.00
011
Birketts LLP

Consecration Fees



          300.00
012
K & M Lighting
Maintenance – April 2015


          393.01
013
E-On


Street Lighting Supply - March 2015
          643.48
014
BCKLWN

Trade Bin – P Office & Recycling Bin
          953.90
015
CGM


Grass Cutting – March 2015

          387.24
016
Mrs M Albinson
Parish Assembly Refreshments


 86.66

017
Bidwell’s

CIL Consultation Document

        1080.00
018
NALC


Annual Subscription 2015/2016

          578.21
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Bank balances as at 31.3.2015
Community Account
      

  15,167.94
Step saver a/c
                 
           0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                           140,000.00
Total                                                                             £155,167.94
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20pm.

10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 12th May 2015, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
12th May 2015                                                                                Chairman 
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