S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 14th July 2015 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. PRESENT: Mr D Price (Chairman), Mr I Jordan, Mrs T Banks, Mr M Narborough, Mr D Steward-Brown, Mrs M Albinson, Mr R Williamson, Mr K Reynolds, Rev D Tate, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk), Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk). County Councillor Mr J Law

Public: Rev James Nash

APOLOGIES: Mrs D Gotts, Mr A Evans, Mr J Smallwood, Mr S Scales, Borough Councillors Mr N Daubney and Mrs E Nockolds.
Mr Price informed members that Mr Brian Clapham has resigned as a Parish Councillor, he explained that Mr Clapham has recently moved out of the area and is now living in Leicestershire.

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 9th June 2015, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Narborough, with two abstentions all other members were in favour and they were signed by the Chairman.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – None 
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – Mr Price welcomed Rev Nash to the evenings meeting and explained that he was present to say a few words about St Mary’s Churchyard. 
Rev Nash explained that whilst the Churchyard is now closed for burials, it remains open for the interment of cremated remains; he said that the existing area within the Churchyard which had been set aside for cremated remains is almost full and as the Church wishes to carry out extensions to the porch, a new area has been identified.

Rev Nash explained that the new area is in an excellent location, to the right hand side of the path.
It was said that in order to inter cremated remains in the new area, a faculty would need to be obtained.

Rev Nash acknowledged that the Parish Council takes care of certain aspects within the Churchyard and asked for approval and support from the Parish Council to proceed with obtaining a faculty.
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Comment was made that some people prefer their ashes to be interred in consecrated ground, it was confirmed that the Churchyard is consecrated whereas the Cemetery is not.

Rev Nash felt that perhaps only two or three interments would take place in the new area per year; he hoped that the area would last for thirty to forty years.

Mr Price informed members that he, Mr Jordan and Mrs Cornwell had met with Rev Nash at the Rectory to discuss the situation. It had been acknowledged that there is a distinction between the Churchyard and the Cemetery.

After discussion, Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should support the Church in obtaining a faculty; this was seconded by Mrs Banks with all members in favour. 

5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

County Councillor Law spoke regarding the Coast Hopper Bus Service and said that Norfolk County Council has continued to work with Stagecoach Norfolk to support the sustainability of the service.

Stagecoach Norfolk has confirmed that they can only offer a two hourly frequency during the winter months for the level of subsidy that the council can afford to offer. 

Cllr Law said that considering the level of competition in the area, the service will go out for competitive tendering to see if anyone else may be interested in taking over the service.

Cllr Law spoke about protecting libraries and informed members that on 25th July 2015, 37 libraries will take part in “Norfolk’s Big Story”.  He said it is hoped that lots of children will come together at these libraries to listen to one story being told at the same time.
Cllr Law said that the Apprentice Scheme had been a good thing; he explained that a “Future You” programme has been launched promoting the fact that young people do not need to leave the County to get a good job. He said that six young people have been selected to talk about the campaign, one of whom is from the Kings Lynn area.

Comment was made regarding Highways issues at Langley Road, Cllr Law informed members that approval has been given to place two large wooden bollards on the footpath outside Crispen’s fish and chip shop to stop people parking on the footpath; he said that the work is imminent.
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Rev Tate asked if there were any plans to provide better Broadband in the South Wootton area.

Cllr Law provided some statistics of the current Broadband coverage in the area.

Members felt that residents could be asked within the Parish Newsletter to provide the Parish Council with feedback of their issues regarding Broadband. 

Borough Councillor Daubney: No Report.

Borough Councillor Nockolds: No Report. 
6. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:

Assets – Mr Narborough stated that no meeting had been held, however wished to inform members that after invitation, he had attended the Country Grounds Maintenance Open Day at Downham Market.

Mr Narborough said that the company has become a great success and the current manager Mr Ian Burton has worked closely with their customers and has really turned things around.  
Mrs Cornwell said that she would send a letter of thanks to CGM Ltd, thanking them for the kind invitation as well as the goody bag of things which Mr Narborough was given.

Allotments:  Mr Narborough provided an update regarding the Allotments and said that an inspection had taken place on 2nd July 2015. He said that the Allotments were looking really good however one matter of concern was of a hose pipe and pump being used to water one or two Allotment Plots.
Members agreed that the matter should be discussed by the Assets Committee at the next meeting to be held on 2nd September 2015.
Finance – Mr Jordan informed members that a Finance Committee meeting had been held on Wednesday 8th July 2015. 
Churchyard Trees:  Mr Jordan referred to the circulated minutes and said that one or two trees within the Churchyard had become problematic. Mr Peter Bourner had been asked to look at the trees and had provided an indication of no more than £750 to carry out the necessary work. Mr Price proposed that up to £750 could be spent to carry out the work; this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
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Mrs Cornwell said that Mr Bourner could carry out the work at the end of July 2015.
Kubota Vehicle:  Mr Jordan spoke regarding the new Kubota vehicle and explained that it had been provided without indicators and wing mirrors. It was said that when the Kubota is driven on the road, other vehicles are not aware that the vehicle is intending to turn off and could be dangerous.

Mr Jordan said that a Lighting Kit could be purchased from Thurlow Nunn which includes wing mirrors, an internal mirror, electrics, a light bar, a seven pin plug and an extra number plate at a cost of £575 +VAT.

After discussion, Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council should purchase a Lighting Kit from Thurlow Nunn at a cost of £ 575 +VAT; this was seconded by Mrs Banks with all members in favour.
First quarter year accounts: Mr Jordan stated that members of the Finance Committee had discussed the first quarter accounts as per the minutes. Mr Jordan proposed that the Finances are a correct record of the first quarter accounts; this was seconded by Mr Price with all members in favour.
Mr Jordan spoke regarding the need for the Summary Sheet, he explained that after discussion by the Finance Committee it was felt that the purpose of the Finance Committee is to look at the individual figures and that the full Parish Council only require a summary of the information. Mr Price proposed that the Summary Sheet should be retained, this was seconded by Rev Tate, with all members in favour.
Treasury Deposit Account:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that following the Finance Committee Meeting she had contacted Lorraine Gore at the Borough Council, to see if the Parish Council may be able to obtain a better interest rate on its Treasury Deposit Account.

Mrs Gore informed Mrs Cornwell that the interest rate the Borough Council receives is less than 1% and recommended that the Parish Council shop around for a better deal and felt that she is unable to help.

After discussion, members felt that the Parish Council should continue with the current Treasury Deposit Account arrangements with Barclays Bank.

Street Lighting Electricity Supply: Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the street lighting electricity supply and explained that further to the Finance Committee meeting she had contacted First Utility to obtain a quote.
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She confirmed that First Utility were unable to quote as they only provide a domestic supply.

Mrs Cornwell explained that she had also contacted Anne Barnes at NALC for advice. 

Mrs Barnes recommended that Mrs Cornwell contacts ESPO (Eastern Shires Purchasing Organisation) as they may be able to assist.

Mrs Cornwell stated that after contacting ESPO, they were able to provide a very competitive quote with Southern Electric. She said that after looking at the figures Southern Electric came in with a comparative quote of £12,798.24 per annum against the E-On quote of £13,822.15 per annum.

After discussion, Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should obtain its Street Lighting Electricity Supply from Southern Electric via ESPO; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour. 
Pension Deficits: Rev Tate referred to the latest copy of the LCR magazine and an article regarding pension deficits. He asked if pensions could be discussed at the next Finance Committee meeting.
Mrs Cornwell said that she had recently spoken to the Norfolk Pension Fund who has confirmed that the Parish Council is ok at the moment.
Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.

Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price with the Bank Statements and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Price was happy that these balanced he and Mr Jordan (Chairman of the Finance Committee) initialled the Bank Statement. 
Planning – Mr Price explained that one meeting had been held since the last Parish Council meeting.
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Relocation of Post Box: Mr Price confirmed that the Post Office has now been relocated to Talking Heads and Body Talk at Priory Court. He said that the Post Box has been fenced off and is no longer in use.

Mr Price explained that both Mrs Cornwell and Mrs Kirby have been in touch with Royal Mail regarding the relocation of the Post Box and said that he has a meeting with Royal Mail tomorrow afternoon to hopefully agree a suitable relocation site. 
After discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the Post Box should be relocated to within the Village Hall grounds; this was seconded by Mr Price, with two members against all other members were in favour. 

Mr Jordan asked about the insurance implications with having a Post Box on private land.

Mr Price said that he would enquire about the insurance implications during the meeting with Royal Mail.

Mr Price informed members that he had been to see Ms Jo Wright at Talking Heads to see how progress with the relocation was going.
He explained that he had spoken to Ms Wright’s partner who had confirmed that everything was on schedule, however informed Mr Price that a lot of money had been spent purchasing the Car Park etc that there was not sufficient money left to properly resurface the Car Park.

Mr Price said that Ms Wright and her partner would like to extend the Car Parking area in the flower bed location to allow an additional five or six Car Parking spaces.

Ms Albinson commented that South Wootton in Bloom is aware of the suggestion and would find a smaller flower bed in the vicinity more manageable. 

Mr Price explained that it had been asked if the Parish Council would be willing to offer its financial support to the idea.

Members discussed the matter fully and felt that donations made to private individuals does not come under the remit of the Parish Council. Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council should not provide Financial Support to the venture; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
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Application by Palm Paper Limited for an Order Granting Development Consent for the Palm Paper 3 CCGT Power Station, Kings Lynn: Rev Tate raised concerns regarding the Palm Paper application and felt that further information should be obtained.

Mrs Cornwell informed members that Mr Evans has looked through all the documents the Parish Council has received and may be able to provide further information at the next meeting.

Neighbourhood Plan: Mr Price confirmed that the Neighbourhood Plan is currently being looked at by the Inspector Mr Andrew Ashcroft.

It was said that Mr Ashcroft had visited South Wootton on Friday 10th July 2015 and had found the visit to be very pleasant and productive. Mr Ashcroft had commented that South Wootton is a lovely area.
Mr Price said that feedback from Mr Ashcroft had indicated that some adjustments would need to be made to the Neighbourhood Plan document. It was said that the non land development policies would need taking out of the current format and should be put into a separate section.

Mr Price said that more detail is also required within the Consultation Statements. 
Mr Price said that he and Mrs Cornwell would work on the items raised over the next couple of days and a further meeting of the Project Group sub-committee would need to be arranged.

Rev Tate requested that the full Project Group should also be kept up to date with the progress.
Mrs Cornwell confirmed that all Project Group members would be kept informed via e-mail.

9 Acre Field, Nursery Lane: Mr Price provided an update regarding the situation with the 9 acre field. He explained that the matter is currently being dealt with by the Solicitors; Cameron Green at Ward Gethin Archer is acting on behalf of the Parish Council.

It was said that Mr Allberry was surprised with the suggestion that he would be asked to pay for the Parish Councils Legal fees, it was thought that the fees could be up to £1,000.
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Mr Price spoke regarding drainage of the site including the area of land to be gifted. It was said that Mr Allberry was also unaware of the Parish Councils drainage requirements and the matter had been put forward to the developer. 

Mrs Cornwell said that she would contact Alan Garrod for further advice. It was felt that the drainage requirement may vary depending on what the land is to be used for.

Members felt that the drainage should be adequate for a play area/field.
Policy: No meeting held.
7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School – No Report 
Junior School – See attached.
Mr Price was pleased to report that on Friday 10th July 2015, the Anglia in Bloom judges visited the Junior School. He said that some Year Six pupils showed them around the school. The pupils were polite and thanked the judges for coming.

Mr Price said that the pupils were a credit to the school.

Wootton Park –Mr Narborough confirmed that the next meeting would be held on Tuesday 22nd September 2015.  
South Wootton in Bloom – Mrs Albinson informed members that the Anglia in Bloom judges visited South Wootton on Friday 10th July 2015. It was said that the Village was looking particularly good. It is hoped that South Wootton will have done well.
8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list, plus:-.
Village Link Action Group
   
Project Update



    Info

WN Clinical Commissioning Grp
AGM Invitation – 30.7.2015

      “
NCC News



Norfolk Police & Crime Commissioners








Annual Report to be discussed by Panel      “

Borough Council


Freedom of the Borough Celebrations
      “

True’s Yard



Fish, Ships and Hansa Exhibition –






Official Opening



      “

Norfolk Rivers Trust


Fund Raising Event – 22.8.2015

      “

NCC




Coast Hopper Winter Service

      “
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9. ACCOUNTS: – as per circulated list.
Bank balances as at 30.6.2015
Community Account
      

    20,671.92
Step saver a/c
                 
             0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                             200,000.00
Total                                                                              £220,671.92
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm.

10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 8th September 2015, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
8th September 2015                                                                                Chairman 
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