S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 9th June 2015 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. PRESENT: Mr D Price (Chairman), Mr I Jordan, Mrs D Gotts, Mr J Smallwood, Mrs T Banks, Mr M Narborough, Mr D Steward-Brown, Mr A Evans, Mrs M Albinson, Rev D Tate, Mr H Hofmeister, Mr S Scales, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk). 
Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds and County Councillor Mr J Law

Public: Mrs Joan Hodkinson & Mrs Cate Swietonowski (Clerk and Vice Chairperson for Clenchwarton Parish Council)
APOLOGIES: Mr B Clapham, Mr R Williamson, Mr K Reynolds and Borough Councillor Mr N Daubney
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 12th May 2015, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Narborough, with one abstention all other members were in favour and they were signed by the Chairman.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mr Smallwood and Mrs Banks declared an Interest as they are both Allotment Tenants.
Mr Smallwood and Mrs Albinson stated that they had an Interest as they both stand on the Parochial Church Council.
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – Mr Price welcomed Mrs Joan Hodkinson and Mrs Cate Swietonowski from Clenchwarton Parish Council. He explained that they were present to simply observe proceedings.
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

County Councillor Law confirmed that there had been no County Council Elections held; however informed members that some of the Chairmanships had been altered slightly.  

Cllr Law said that he is a member of the Communities Committee, County Planning and the Adult Education Committee. He said that Adult Education had received a damning report from Ofsted.
Cllr Law spoke regarding the Northern Distributor Road in Norwich; he explained that the County Council still needs to find several million pounds to fund the project.
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It was said that the contract at a Suffolk Incinerator has been extended as there is not enough waste to burn, comment was made that the decision to not have an Incinerator in Norfolk was the right outcome.

Mrs Cornwell enquired about when the Bus Stop hard standing at Grimston Road/Sandy Lane would be put in, she said that this had been promised but has now possibly been delayed until 2016. She said that the Bus Stop is used by elderly people who have to get off the bus often into very long grass.

Cllr Law said that budgets do cause constraints however said that he would push to ensure the grass is kept short.
Mrs Banks commented regarding Adult Education and asked if the poor Ofsted report was due to the lack of provision.

Cllr Law explained that there are 21 areas of criteria and three have been scrutinised. He said that Sports had been pushed down from a two to a four. He said that Adult Education is lacking in both Management and Governance. He said a team has been drafted in to assist.

Mr Price asked what the benefits would be of handing Adult Education over to the Colleges.

Cllr Law said that whilst he was not convinced that this is the answer, he felt that the College and Mr Pomfrett would do a good job.

Borough Councillor Daubney: No Report.

Borough Councillor Nockolds: Cllr Nockolds informed members that the Mayor had been elected and members have been put on to the various panels.

She said that the Borough Council would be reviewing how to scrutinise Cabinet Meetings.

Cllr Nockolds was pleased to report that lots of events for the Borough have been planned including the Magna Carta event to be held on 13th and 14th June 2015 when the Tuesday Market place will host medieval activity, falconry displays and much more. 

She said that a 1940’s event is also planned along with a Classic Car day in September 2015.

Mrs Banks asked if there were any plans to review the Car Parking charges and whether any special offers would be introduced.
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Cllr Nockolds stated that this has been tried in the past however they have made no difference.

Mr Narborough asked if consideration could be given to the reintroduction of Pest Control. He said that rats have been seen in the St Nicholas Church area.

Cllr Nockolds said that she would look into the matter and find out who could be contacted about the situation.

6. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:

Assets – Mr Narborough informed members that an Assets Committee meeting had been held on 3rd June 2015, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.
Update Reference Vehicle for Parish Handyman: Mr Narborough explained that the purchase of a vehicle for the Parish Handyman had been discussed at length by the Assets Committee.

Mr Narborough said that he had made enquiries into a suitable vehicle and had found a Kubota RTV 500 at a cost of £7,995 +VAT.

It was explained that the Kubota was an ex demo model from Thurlow Nunn and has only 2 hours on the clock. 

Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the lockable container to store items for the tip; she said that the cost of a container would be £1,150 plus £180 to deliver it and a further £180 for it to be removed. 
Mr Narborough spoke regarding the security of the vehicle and said that both the existing tractor and the Kubota would fit in the garage once it has been tidied up.

Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should purchase the Kubota RTV 500 from Thurlow Nunn at a cost of £7,995 +VAT this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
Review of Dog Bins: Mr Narborough stated that the provision of Dog Waste Bins within the Parish had been discussed and stated that a new Dog Waste Bin would be of benefit near to the Langley Road Bus Stop. It was said that people are regularly using the Bus Stop Litter Bin for depositing Dog Waste. 

Mr Scales proposed that the Parish Council should purchase a Dog Bin to be sited in the large area of grass space opposite the ASDA goods entrance; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
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Request for Litter Bin at the Nursery Lane Bus Stop: Mr Narborough stated that a request had been received for a Litter Bin to be sited at the Nursery Lane Bus Stop as it is heavily used by children travelling to school.

Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should purchase a Litter Bin for the Nursery Lane Bus Stop; this was seconded by Mrs Banks with all members in favour.
Cemetery:  Mr Jordan spoke regarding the Assets Minutes and whilst agreed with the existing Cemetery area being used up first, he was concerned that the proposal was not a reflection of the decision made at the December 2014 full Parish Council Meeting.

Mr Jordan wished to make an amendment to the proposal and proposed that the Parish Council should use the existing Cemetery area first and the new area should remain unused and un-consecrated for the time being, this was seconded by Mr Price. After discussion Mr Price withdrew and Mr Narborough subsequently seconded the motion, with three members in favour, one abstention and all other members against, the amended proposal falls.

Mr Price referred to the Assets minutes and proposed that when the current Cemetery area is approaching capacity, arrangements should be made to consecrate the new area, leaving a small area un-consecrated for burials of people with other faiths, this was seconded by Mrs Banks with three members against, one abstention and all other members in favour the proposal was carried. 
The Green:  Mr Smallwood informed members that the Village Sign is beginning to peel and is in need of some attention.
He also commented that the Manor House has had a beautiful stone wall built and was looking good, it was said that the ditch which runs adjacent to the wall has become full of branches and needs to be cleared out.

Mrs Cornwell said that she would ask Ryan the Handyman to address the matters.
Finance – Mr Jordan informed members that the next Finance Committee meeting would be held on Wednesday 8th July 2015. 
Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
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Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price with the Bank Statements and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Price was happy that these balanced he and Mr Jordan (Chairman of the Finance Committee) initialled the Bank Statement. 
Planning – Public Examination of the Borough Council of Kings Lynn and West Norfolk Site Allocations and Development Management Policies Pre-Submission Document (January 2015): Mr Price informed members that correspondence had been received from the Borough Council informing the Parish Council of the Notice of Examination Hearings.

He said that the Secretary of State has appointed Mr David Hoggar of the Planning Inspectorate to conduct the Examination.

Mr Price stated that the Examination hearings will commence at 10am on Tuesday 7th July 2015, at the Wembley Room, Lynnsport, Greenpark Avenue, Kings Lynn.

It is anticipated that the Hearing sessions will run for a total of 10 working days, between 7th to 29th July 2015.

Mr Price stated that anyone interested can attend, they simply turn up on the day and sit in the Public Viewing area. 
It was confirmed that matters relating to South Wootton would be heard on Thursday 9th July 2015 starting at 2pm. (Clerks Note: Mr Price will attend the hearing session on Thursday 9th July 2015).
Mr Price indicated that one of the developers Mr John Maxey would be present and speaking at the hearing. 

Mr Price felt that on reflection it would be beneficial if another written statement on behalf of the Parish Council should be submitted. He explained that the Inspector had indicated that written and verbal statements would be awarded the same merit.

Mr Price said that he had spoken to Mr James Alflatt at Bidwell’s and he was concerned that the Parish Council would not be present at the hearing or making some form of representation.

-36-

Members felt that as the Parish Council had come so far in the process it should continue. It was said that reports should be produced for both the Knights Hill area and the Land to the West of Hall Lane.

Mr Price informed members that Mr Alflatt could produce reports for both areas at a cost of £1,200 +VAT.
After discussion, Mr Smallwood proposed that the Parish Council should ask Mr Alflatt at Bidwell’s to produce reports for both the Knights Hill area and the land to the west of Hall Lane at a cost of £1,200 +VAT, this was seconded by Mr Evans, with one abstention all other members were in favour. 

Cllr Law spoke regarding the Examination hearings and felt that it would be very important for someone to attend. He said that whilst the examiner has indicated that both written and verbal statements would be awarded the same merit, someone attending would be highly recommended.
Neighbourhood Plan – Choice of Examiner: Mr Price explained that NPIERS via the Borough Council has provided three suggestions of potential examiners, together with their CV’s.

All members confirmed that they had read through each of the candidates CV’s. 
Comment was made that one of the three, Mr Andrew Ashcroft, had recently carried out the “health check” informal review of the West Winch and North Runcton Draft Neighbourhood Plan. It was noted that the Borough Council had been impressed with Mr Ashcroft as he had a good understanding of Neighbourhood Planning. 
Mrs Cornwell referred members to the Clerks Note on the Planning Minutes which stated that after contacting Michele the Clerk to West Winch Parish Council they had felt that Mr Ashcroft was very approachable, he had visited the area and listened well. 
It was said that Mr Ashcroft offered helpful advice, however he did ask them to completely change the order of the plan into different policies. (This is something that SWPC has already done).

After discussion, Mr Price proposed that Mr Andrew Ashcroft is selected as the Examiner; this was seconded by Mr Smallwood with all members in favour. 
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Street Lighting Maintenance Contract: Mr Evans spoke regarding the renewal of the Street Lighting Maintenance Contract. 

Members agreed that the Parish Council has received a good reliable service from K&M Lighting Services Ltd for many years. Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should renew its Street Lighting Maintenance Contract with K&M Lighting Services Ltd at a cost of £4088.04 +VAT per annum for a period of 3 years; this was seconded by Mr Evans with all members in favour.
Request for Additional Lighting Column in Meadow Road: Mr Evans spoke regarding the request which had been received for a new lighting column to be sited at the end of Meadow Road.

It was explained that after a site visit to assess the lighting provision in the area, members felt that to spend money to erect a new lighting column would be unjustified. Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should not spend money on a new lighting column at Meadow Road; this was seconded by Mr Evans with all members in favour.

Policy: No meeting held.
7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School – See attached 
Junior School – No Report
Wootton Park – Mr Narborough informed members that he had once again been elected as Chairman of the Wootton Park Committee. He said that in the future things would be operated from the Parish Office.
Mr Narborough confirmed that the next meeting would be held on Tuesday 22nd September 2015 when the Football Contract and possible Kitchen Renovations would be discussed.

South Wootton in Bloom – Mrs Gotts confirmed that the minutes of the last meeting had been circulated to all members.

She said that the Anglia in Bloom judging day would be on the morning of Friday 10th July 2015.

Mrs Gotts said that she was extremely grateful of the gifts which people had donated as prizes for use on the tombola.

-38-

She said that the SWiB team would be having a stall on the Village fete to raise awareness and to sell note-lets, cards etc and a few plants. 
8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list, plus:-.
RAF Marham

   Invitation to Open Evening on 30.6.2015

Info

WN Sports Council     Invitation to Annual Meeting on 11.6.2015

  “
Newsletter: Mr Price referred members to the circulated Draft Newsletter which he had produced. With minor amendments to include the Anglia in Bloom Judging Day on Friday 10th July 2015, the Newsletter was agreed.
9. ACCOUNTS: – as per circulated list, plus:-

062 
CGM Ltd              

Grass Cutting April 2015             
      379.77

063 
Mole & Pest Services 
Mole Treatment W/Park

        95.00

064
Wickstead 


2 x Swing Seats


        97.80

065
Dave Hagan


Repair Puncture & Tyre Seal
        99.60

066
PH Door Services

Repairs to Front Roller Shutter
      300.00

067
Lynn Carpet Centre

V/Hall Toilet Flooring

      517.61


068
Mr M Van-Nieuwkerk
Internal Audit Fees


      100.00

069
Mr Moon


V/Hall & PO Window Cleaning
        14.00

070
Roythorne & Son

Fuel May 2015


        34.10

071
CANCELLED



072
K & M Lighting

Street Lighting Maintenance – June   393.01


073
ECS Computers

On-Line Backup


        13.30

074
MKM Building Supplies
Toilet Seat and Supplies

        85.80

075
BCKLWN


New Strimmer & Servicing & Repairs 852.72

076
SLCC



T Cornwell Annual Subscription
      210.00

077
Peter Bourner

Tree Surgery- V/Hall & Cem Bank    1450.00

078
E-On 



Street Lighting Supply

      855.71

Mrs Cornwell informed members that the Parish Council has been on a deemed tariff with E-On for its street lighting electricity for the past nine years. 
She said that during that time the tariff had not been increased however she has been informed that this has been assessed and will now rise by £200 per month. 

Mrs Cornwell explained that she could fix the tariff for one, two or three years which would make a saving of around £1,300 to £1,600.

Members asked if Mrs Cornwell could contact other suppliers to obtain alternative quotes.
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It was agreed that the matter would be discussed further by the Finance Committee on 8th July 2015.

Bank balances as at 29.5.2015
Community Account
      

    37,878.57
Step saver a/c
                 
             0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                             200,000.00
Total                                                                              £237,878.57
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm.

10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 14th July 2015, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
14th July 2015                                                                                Chairman 
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