S O U T H   W O O T T O N   P A R I S H   C O U N C I L

Minutes of a sub-committee Meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Project Group held at 9.30am on Wednesday 15th October 2014 
in the Parish Council Meeting Room

1. Present:  Mr D Price, Mr A Evans, Mr A Parker, Mr J Marrow, Mrs T Cornwell (Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk)
Mr Alan Gomm and Mr J Clements
Mr Price welcomed both Mr Gomm and Mr Clements to the meeting. He explained that the meeting would provide the opportunity to discuss comments made by Mr John Alcock, the NPIERS Inspector.

Mr Price referred to the Health Check Template Report and the Summary of Recommendations.
Mr Price went through each of the various points raised.

Members discussed each item, it was agreed that the date on the front cover of the Neighbourhood Plan document could be the date it is approved, however Mr Clements informed members that there is a Legal requirement that the end date of the document must be the same as that at the Borough Council. The date of the document will be 2015 -2026.
It was asked if discussions have taken place with the Electoral Services Team regarding the Referendum.
Mr Clements stated that he had spoken to them and the Referendum will be programmed in.

Members asked if a HRA screening had been carried out by the LPA. 

Mr Clements confirmed that the proposals within the South Wootton Neighbourhood Plan do not have any effect on designated habitats. It was said that a Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required. Mr Clements said that a letter can be provided by the Borough Council to confirm this.

Mr Clements spoke generally about the Neighbourhood Plan; he said that there is a requirement to plan positively. He said the Government has made it clear that a Neighbourhood Plan cannot be used to oppose the Local Plan.
He suggested that suitable amendments should be made to some of the wording to ensure positive language is used.

Mr Price stated that once the figures are released and a clear idea is known of the numbers for each of the development sites, further amendments can be made. 

Members went through the various points made and Mrs Cornwell noted down the amendments.

Mr Gomm stated that the Parish Council must be conscious that some Policies may be out of date by the time the Neighbourhood Plan is approved. He said that Government Policies would overtake Local Policies. He said that Building for Life may have to be removed.

Mr Price spoke regarding the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. He said that the Examiners had suggested that the area should be highlighted. It was said that none of the Borough Councils documents indicate this area.

Mr Gomm stated that the AONB is a National Designation and it can be found. Mr Clements said that there is no requirement to show it.

Mr Gomm commented that some areas within the Neighbourhood Plan may need a little more explanation, a justification of the Policy and why it is wanted.

Mr Clements stated that some examiners within their reviews had certainly indicated that Policies must be justified.

Mr Price spoke regarding the request made by Mr Clements to share South Woottons Neighbourhood Plan ‘Health Check’ review with other parishes preparing Neighbourhood Plans. Mr Price confirmed that the matter had been discussed by the Parish Council and it was agreed. 
 

Mr Gomm spoke regarding the Neighbourhood Plan and stressed that implementation is as important as the production of the Plan. He said that a future implementation process will be necessary to carry forward the issues covered in the Neighbourhood Plan Policies.
Members moved on to discuss the Proposals Maps and the points which Mr Parker had made from the Inspectors comments. 
Mr Clements stated that it is important that anything mentioned within the text should be clearly marked on the map and vice versa. He said that it should be made clear whether things are indicative or definitive.

After discussion the various amendments were noted. 

Finally Mr Clements suggested that it may be a good idea to have a separate section within the Neighbourhood Plan to list additional Parish Council aspirations, such as bus services etc.

Mr Price asked how the Local Plan would affect South Woottons Neighbourhood Plan. 

Mr Clements stated that the most recently approved plan will prevail.

Mr Price explained that the Parish Council would engage further dialogue with the various developers in due course. 
Members thanked Mr Gomm and Mr Clements for their help with the Neighbourhood Plan. 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 11.20am. 

2. Next meeting: To be advised.
Date: 







                           Chairman 

