Policy for the Proper Use of The Green, South Wootton,
including Organised Events.

1. Background 
In 1851, The Green was formally awarded to South Wootton Parish, to be held in trust as a place of exercise and recreation for the inhabitants of the Parish and neighbourhood.

In 1894, South Wootton Parish Council became trustees responsible for the use and management of The Green (and other Parish assets).

In 1967, after surviving rights of grazing had been surrendered, The Green was registered by the Parish Council in order to protect it in perpetuity. For reference, see ‘Management and Protection of Registered Town and Village Greens’.
Greens are protected by two Acts of Parliament – the Inclosure Act of 1857 and the Commons Act of 1876. 

Section 12 of the 1857 Act makes it a criminal offence to:

· Wilfully cause injury or damage to any fence on a green;

· Wilfully take any cattle or other animals onto a green without lawful authority;

· Wilfully lay any manure, soil, ashes, rubbish or other material on a green;

· Undertake any act which causes injury to the green (e.g. digging turf); or

· Undertake any act which interrupts the use or enjoyment of a green as a place of exercise and recreation (e.g. fencing a green so as to prevent access).

· Attempt to levy a charge for entry onto the Village Green.

Section 29 of the 1876 Commons Act makes it a public nuisance to:

· Encroach on a green (e.g. extending the boundary of an abutting property so as to exclude people from that area);

· Inclose a green (i.e. by fencing it in, whether or not the effect is to exclude public access);

· Erect any structure other than for the purpose of the better enjoyment of the green; or

· Disturb, occupy or interfere with the soil of the green (e.g. camping) other than for the purpose of the better enjoyment of that green.

South Wootton Village Green is further protected by Byelaws, dated 11th June 2001, which ban the driving of any vehicle on the Green, any overnight parking, climbing on or removal of any structure, and the specific banning of playing golf or hard ball cricket. Any breach of these Byelaws may carry a fine of up to £500 (Level 2, Standard Scale).

2. General Use of The Green 
The Green is a place of exercise and recreation and, as such, is available for all parishioners and the general public. There is no restriction on responsible dog walking. Both dog waste bins and litter bins are provided. Horse riding is not allowed. Games that do not occasion any unreasonable risk to other users or adjacent properties are permitted. However, the right to enjoy lawful sports and pastimes on The Green does not extend to the public at large but is only exercisable by the inhabitants of the locality (i.e. the Parish). The principle would apply to a request for a payment to enter an organised event such as a Fete or other similar functions being held on The Green. A local inhabitant cannot be required to pay a fee to exercise a right.
Located on The Green, the Duck Pond, in its present form, is the successor to three spring fed public ponds that provided water for stock at the time of enclosure. It acquired its present form when The Green was improved and drained during the 1970’s. Fishing using a rod and line or by any other means is not permitted.

The tarmac surface across The Green from Common Lane near to Appledore Close to Nursery Lane, is, in law, simply a public footpath under the direct control of South Wootton Parish Council, who may close it at any time if they deem it appropriate. Vehicular access onto Common Lane is permitted to all properties abutting The Green. The track, linking Nursery Lane to the properties, Pleasant Holme and Nos.1 and 2, The Green, does not have the status of a road. Vehicular access to and from the properties is permitted, but as with Common Lane may be closed at any time if deemed appropriate.
3. Use of The Green for Organised Events 
From time to time, the Parish Council may allow The Green to be used for a community event e.g. the Village Fete or for commercial events where an element of profit for the organiser may be involved. In either case, an agreed proportion of the proceeds from the events must be allocated to recognised local charities.
Before permission is given to hold an event involving an anticipated attendance of more than 500, an Events Management Plan must be submitted to the Parish Council and copied to BCKLWN Safety Group (SAGS) for approval. As well as abiding by the conditions listed in section 1 above, examples of issues to be considered and incorporated in the Events Plan (but are not limited to) include:
· Risk Assessment

· Crowd Management with Stewards in place to ensure the safety of the attendees
· Emergency Contingency Plans (i.e. safe evacuation in event of a major incident

· First Aid

· Child protection and lost child action plan

· Toilet facilities

· Parking management  - including appropriate Urban Clearways/Closures
· Noise levels (including loud music) must adhere to standards set by the BCKLWN Licencing & Events Group and  which must stop after 8 pm Friday and Saturday and 5pm on Sunday and Bank Holidays
· Fire Safety 
· Liability Insurance – NB: South Wootton Parish Council must be indemnified against any claims resulting from incidents arising at the event
· Licensing if alcohol is sold

· Vendor Food Handling Certificates

· Vendor Individual third party Liability Insurance (if appropriate i.e. Fair rides, Bouncy Castles)

· In date Equipment Safety Certificates.

· Advance notice to be given to residents close to The Green with details of the event.
· All litter, waste and debris to be removed  from The Green (including the surrounding roads) and left in the state in which it was found at the start of the event

A returnable deposit of £1000 may be required. Any damage to The Green as a result of the event will be repaired and the balance of the deposit after these costs will be returned to the organiser. If The Green is undamaged, the full deposit will be refunded.

Smaller events will require a written full explanation, giving assurance that the above and any other relevant factors have been appropriately planned. If there are planned activities which involve a significant risk, a Full Event Safety Plan must be submitted.
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