S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 13th February 2018 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. PRESENT: Mr D Price, Mrs T Banks, Mr P Bland, Mr J Smallwood,  Mr S Scales, Mr R Williamson,  Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs M Albinson, Mrs D Gotts, Mr M Narborough, Mr K Reynolds,  Mr S Wells, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
Borough Councillor Mr N Daubney 

Mr & Mrs Schuman (Residents)

APOLOGIES: Mr A Evans, Mr I Jordan, Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds and County Councillor Mr S Eyre

Fire Evacuation Procedure: Mrs Cornwell explained that in the event of a fire, everyone must leave the building immediately via the main Meeting Room entrance door as indicated. 

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 9th January 2018, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Smallwood, seconded by Mr Hofmeister with two abstentions all other members were in favour and they were signed by the Chairman.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mr Smallwood and Mrs Banks declared an interest as they are Allotment Tenants.
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – Mr Price welcomed Mr and Mrs Schuman to the meeting and explained that they were present to raise their concerns regarding the Beer Festival.

Mrs Schuman stood and explained that they live on Common Lane, the house looking onto The Green and have lived there for more than 40 years.

She stated that they are well familiar with previous Village Fetes held during the summer and are not killjoys.

Mrs Schuman said that she is aware that the Beer Festival last year had raised a lot of money for charity and that a lot of people had thoroughly enjoyed it and that the clearing up afterwards each day of rubbish etc was extremely well done.

Mrs Schuman stated that the problem was that throughout the two days the noise - the music being played and the commentary from the loudspeakers was too loud, such that they had to keep their windows and doors shut.
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Mrs Schuman added that they have no objection to the amount of traffic or the fact that Common Lane was closed; there were obviously many people from outside the Wootton Villages which helped with raising that amount of money, but there seemed to be no control by the people organising the event over the volume of the music.  
She added that whilst she was unsure what time the event officially started on each day, youngsters  were already playing on various instruments by 11am trying to get the amps right, with nobody apparently in charge. 
It also seemed that there was no Parish Council control.  

Mrs Schuman stated that she understood that a Policy for the Proper Use of The Green had since been produced by the Parish Council and she hopes that some of the issues she has raised can be taken on board by the Parish Councilors.
Mrs Albinson confirmed that the Parish Council had been made fully aware and understood the issue of noise at the Beer Festival Event, but felt that the matter had been addressed within the new Policy document.

Mr Price reiterated that following the number of complaints regarding the noise levels at the Beer Festival held in August 2017, the matter had been discussed fully by the Parish Council and a Policy for the Proper Use of The Green had been produced for users to abide by.

He added that during last year’s Beer Festival, the noise levels set by the Borough Council had not been adhered to; he confirmed that all Events in the future would have to.

Mr Price said that within the Policy Document it states that music must be within a certain volume parameter; in addition the music must end at 8.00pm on Saturdays and at 5.00pm on Sundays.

Mr Price informed Mr and Mrs Schuman that the Parish Council had given permission for last year’s Beer Festival to be held; he confirmed that it had been organised by both the South Wootton Events Committee and the Vancouver Round Table. 
Comment was made that following differences of opinion between both parties, South Wootton Events Committee have withdrawn from future Beer Festival Events and if the Beer Festival goes ahead this year it will be organised entirely by the Vancouver Round Table.
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Mr Schuman asked whether there would be a way to police the Event should things go wrong.

Mr Price stated that Parish Councillors would be contactable by telephone on each of the days.

Mrs Cornwell added that the Vancouver Round Table have also produced their own Event Management Plan which states that they will have members available in Hi-Vis jackets who are approachable should any problems arise.

Mr Narborough informed members that he would attend the Beer Festival and liaise with the organisers.

Mr Scales added that within the Event Management Plan it clearly states about Noise Management, he added that all bands playing will have little or no amplifications, the music is to be held in a closed tent environment, therefore limiting the noise pollution. 
The Event Management Plan also states that the noise of the bands is not expected to leave The Green and will be tested and managed on the days. Noise levels (including loud music) will adhere to standards set by the BCKLWN Licensing & Events Group.
It was said that prior to last year’s Beer Festival Event, the Parish Council did not have a Policy for the Proper Use of the Green, however one is now in place which has been agreed.

Mr Price confirmed that the Parish Council is in charge of The Green and will monitor future Events.

Mr and Mrs Schuman said that they were happy that their issues had been discussed and addressed and they left the meeting.

5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councilor Nockolds: See attached Report.  
Borough Councilor Daubney:  Cllr Daubney said that most items had been covered within Cllr Nockolds circulated report; however he wished to add that next Thursday 22nd February 2018, the Borough Council hopes to approve the Budget and the Increase to Council Tax.

He said that a Band “D” Property will see an increase of £4.50 per month. 
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Mrs Banks once again commented that it may be a better way to increase Council Tax by a small amount year on year, rather than to introduce bigger hikes periodically.

Cllr Daubney said that he felt if increases to Council Tax are not needed they should not be made.

Mrs Gotts enquired about the situation with the Bus Company and asked Cllr Daubney if he had any further information.

Cllr Daubney confirmed that the issue with the Buses is a County Council matter; however felt that the current major Bus Company has let Kings Lynn down.

He added that Norfolk Green came along and provided a good service, and then unfortunately they were bought out by a larger company who did not keep their promises.

Cllr Daubney stated that he would make enquiries into the situation to see what he could find out.

County Councilor Eyre:  No Report 
6. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets  
Mr Narborough confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last Parish Council meeting, however wished to update members on a couple of issues.

Allotments – Left hand Driveway: Mr Narborough spoke regarding the left hand driveway and confirmed that the agreed work had been carried out by Mr Heaton on Saturday 6th January 2018.

Rear Hedge: Mr Narborough reported that an overgrown hedge which was causing an obstruction to the footpath along the back boundary had been cut back by BMAC Garden Services.

Replacement Water Tank on Plot 5A: This is in hand.

Alcohol Consumption at the Allotments: Mr Reynolds explained that he is an Allotment Tenant and reported that some other Tenants have started consuming alcohol at the Allotments.
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He asked if a clause could be included within the Allotments “Additional Clauses” which is sent out in April that No Alcohol Consumption is allowed on the Allotments.
Members discussed the matter and felt that whilst there is evidence of alcohol consumption at the Allotments, currently no harm is being done and the situation would be difficult to control.

After further discussion, Members agreed that the situation should be monitored and that a note should be included within the Allotments Renewal letters that all rubbish in general must be removed from the Allotments.

Manure/Wood Chippings: Mr Narborough spoke briefly about the depositing of manure and wood chippings at the Allotments and said that a recent delivery had once again been left outside of the newly allocated area.

Members agreed that the size of the allocated area should be increased slightly by bringing the posts forward.

Mrs Cornwell said that she would ask Mr McIntyre from BMAC Garden Services to relocate the posts.

New Committee Room Door/Frame and Kitchen Work Surfaces:  Mr Narborough confirmed that the work involved replacing the Committee Room door and frame had now been done along with the replacement of a section of the Kitchen work surface.

Comment was made that a good job had been done and that the kitchen surface had matched up well.
Fire Risk Assessment:  Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the Fire Risk Assessment on the Parish Office had been carried out and a new emergency light has been installed.

The Green:  It was reported that some areas of The Green have become extremely wet and boggy, it was said that due to the recent high rainfall and with springs beneath the surface of The Green the situation was inevitable.

Mrs Cornwell stated that she had been provided with a leaflet from one of the CGM operatives who had suggested that a process called venting could be carried out at a cost of £320 to help alleviate the problem.

After brief discussion, members felt that the situation should be looked at in a month’s time by the Assets Committee at their meeting in March.
-145-
Village Hall Licensee:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that she had been informed by the current licensee that he intends to give up running the bar in the Village Hall from early March 2018.

Mrs Cornwell stated that a new licensee would need to be found and she asked if the Parish Council would give her permission to contact three local bar companies/ people to see if they would be interested.

Members agreed that Mrs Cornwell should write to Premier Bars, Best@Bars and Mr Chris Cooper.

Mrs Cornwell said that once she has received a response the matter could be discussed again. 

Tractor/ Kubota machinery:  Mr Smallwood spoke briefly regarding the Tractor/ Kubota machinery currently stored in the Garage.

He suggested that if the Parish Council does not intend to employ a Handyman in the future a decision should be made whether the machinery is required. 
Mr Narborough confirmed that both the Tractor and the Kubota are turned over periodically, however felt that the situation needs to be addressed and said that the Assets Committee should discuss the situation at their next meeting in March 2018.

Pre-School request for Office Area:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that she had recently spoken to Mrs Jen Rudd about the possibility of a small office area within the Village Hall.

Mrs Cornwell explained that whilst it looks like the extension to the Village Hall will be progressed, this area would not include a suitable space for an office as there are no intensions to provide heating.

Mrs Cornwell went on to explain that she had been over to the Village Hall and a small cupboard area currently used for storage could provide a suitable place for an office. She said that Mrs Rudd has inspected the space and felt that whilst the area was quite small it would be suitable for her needs.
Mr Price proposed that once the Village Hall extension is complete Mrs Rudd should be allowed to utilise the small storage area as a Pre-School office, this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
Vancouver Round Table (Beer Festival) Event Management Plan:  Mrs Cornwell confirmed that all members had been provided with the third draft of the Event Management Plan.
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She explained that some amendments marked in red had been made to the document, however wished to draw member’s attention to some additional amendments and typo errors.

Members discussed the various amendments however noted that the timings of the music to end on both nights was 10.00pm.
Members discussed the situation and confirmed that music must end at 8.00pm on the Saturday and at 5.00pm on Sunday.

It was thought that on both days alcohol would be served until 10.00pm.

(Clerk’s Note: On clarification with Clifford Kendle, last year drinks were served until 10.30pm and the site was cleared by 11.00pm)

Mr Narborough proposed that with the agreed amendments the Event Management Plan should be accepted, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister, with one abstention, all other members were in favour.
Mr Narborough spoke regarding the South Wootton Fete and enquired whether this was scheduled to go ahead again this year.

Mrs Cornwell stated that she and Mr Price had recently spoken to Mrs Claire Johnston, who has confirmed that she would not be involved in a future South Wootton Village Fete.

It was confirmed however, that no formal decisions have been made regarding the Fete and it may be possible that other committee members may wish to go ahead with its organisation.
Members commented that it would be disappointing if the Fete did not continue.

Vancouver Round Table (Beer Festival) Committee: Mr Price spoke regarding the Beer Festival Committee and said that it had been suggested that a member of the Parish Council should sit on the Committee.
Comment was made that it would also be a good idea if a resident could also join, this would ensure that all parties are involved and kept informed.

After discussion, Mr Williamson suggested that Mr Bill Irwin had previously indicated that he would be interested in joining the Beer Festival Committee.
Mr Narborough stated that he would also be happy to sit on the Committee and provide the Parish Council with updates.
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Mr Price proposed that two representatives (one Parish Councillor and one Resident) should sit on the Beer Festival Committee; this was seconded by Mr Scales with all members in favour.

Mr Williamson said that he would contact Mr Bill Irwin on behalf of the Parish Council to see if he would be willing to join.

(Clerk’s Note: Mr Irwin is happy to serve on the Beer Festival Committee)
Mrs Banks asked if the Vancouver Round Table would be charged a fee for the use of The Green.

Members noted that the Beer Festival had kindly given a donation of £500.00 for the use of The Green last year.

Mr Narborough said that he would inform the Vancouver Round Table that the Parish Council had appreciated the donation received last year and would hope to see a further donation in 2018.
Finance 
Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
She confirmed that two months Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliations would be checked this time as the Bank Statements were received late last month.

Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price with the Bank Statements for December 2017 and January 2018 and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Price was happy that both months balanced he initialled the Bank Statements. 
Planning 
Mr Bland confirmed that all members had received the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 22nd January 2018 and the 5th February 2018 and stated that everything was as per the minutes.
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Request for extra Street Lights at Sandy Lane:  Mr Bland referred to the minutes and confirmed that two requests had been received for two additional Street Lights at Sandy Lane.

He stated that both he and Mrs Cornwell had been to look at the suggested locations; however members of the Planning Committee had felt that after consideration of the cost implications, the expenditure was unjustified. After brief discussion, Mr Reynolds proposed that the Parish Council is unable to justify the expenditure to purchase two additional Street Lights to be sited at Sandy Lane; this was seconded by Mr Wells with all members in favour.

Roydon Common Visitor Engagement Project: All members were happy for Mr Bland to write a letter of support on behalf of the Parish Council to the Norfolk Wildlife Trust regarding an application they have recently submitted for proposals to provide additional facilities for visitors on the west and east edges of Roydon Common.

Wootton Park / 9 Acre Field drainage - Deed of Easement:  Mrs Cornwell referred to an email received from Mr Michael Walsh at Property Services (BCKL&WN) and explained that he is dealing with the Deed of Easement on behalf of the Borough Council (Owner of the land) and the Parish Council (Leaseholder).
She referred to the email and stated that subject to agreement from the Parish Council to the same conditions as set out below, consent would be given to Hopkins Homes or their invited contractors to undertake digging of trial pits over a four day period to establish the location and depth of the AWA foul sewer on the following terms:

· That you indemnify the Borough Council and the Parish Council’s against all claims (to a value of £5m in relation to any single incident) arising from the digging of the trial pits.

· That all works are undertaken in a good and workmanlike manner.

· That risk assessments and method statements are provided for approval prior to the works being undertaken.

· That the work is undertaken within a two day period on dates to be approved by all authorities involved.

· That the surface of the land is reinstated to the satisfaction of all authorities.

· That a refundable deposit to the value of £500 is provided prior to the works and which will be returnable to Hopkins Homes on the satisfactory reinstatement of the site.
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Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council agrees with the conditions and consent be given to Hopkins Homes or their invited contractors to undertake digging of trial pits to establish the location and depth of the AWA foul sewer, this was seconded by Mr Bland, with all members in favour. 
Policy Mr Smallwood confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last Parish Council meeting.  

7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – See attached 
Junior School: - See attached
Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts confirmed that everything was as per the circulated minutes of the last meeting held on 23rd January 2018.
Mr Williamson added that he had been in touch with “Your Local Paper” and had arranged for an advert promoting the Green Gym and the 200 Club to be included at no charge.

It was confirmed that there are currently 89 members in the 200 Club.

South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Gotts confirmed that no meetings had been held, however stated that things will start to happen from next week onwards.
She was pleased to say that the spring bulbs have started to come through and are all looking good.

Comment was made that the construction work at Avon Road near to the Post Box had caused some damage to the Green area, it was said that this was both disappointing and sad as the area had some lovely narcissus bulbs planted.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the area would be reinstated once the building work had finished.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list, plus:-
Highways England       
Saddlebow Bridge Repairs Update
 
    Info
NPFA

                
Newsletter





       “

Kick-start

      
Moped Hire to help the Unemployed

       “

Police Connect

7 Public Enquiry Offices to close


       “
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Community Infrastructure Levy: Mrs Cornwell referred to the Correspondence List and commented that a suggestion had been received from Mr Phil Yates from the Football Club for a Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) at Wootton Park.

Members agreed that the suggestion should be discussed by the Assets Committee at their meeting in March 2018.
Newsletter:  Mr Price said that he would be producing the March 2018 Newsletter and asked if anyone had any items to be included could they please let Mrs Cornwell know.
9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated list below, 

Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount

No




No
245
Friends of KL CAB

107121
Donation


150.00

246
Darren Heaton

107122
Allots Road Repairs

250.00

247
K & M Lighting


107123
Street Lighting Maint – Jan
408.80

248
BMAC Gdn Svs

107124
Pre-school gate repairs/drain
  65.00

249
P J Windows


107125
Bus Shelter cleaning

  75.00

250
Paramount Fire Armour
107126
Fire Extinguisher Service
171.72

251
ECS Computers

107127
On-line backup

  13.30

252
BMAC Gdn Svs

107128
Bins 27/12 & 2/1

  60.00

253
BMAC Gdn Svs

107129
Remove Tree/weeds W/P
  60.00

254
Brights Ltd


107130
VH Cleaning


393.41

255
The Play Inspection Co
107131
W/P Play Equip Inspection
270.00

256
JKB Fire Risk Ass

107132
PO Fire Risk Assessment
250.00

257
R C Murray


107133
PO & VH Structural Survey
750.00

258
Sandringham Sawmill

107134
Materials-Fencing on Green
  25.72

259
Information Commissioner
107135
Data Protection Registration
  35.00

260
BMAC Gdn Svs

107136
Ass/Install Picnic Tables
240.00
  

261
BMAC Gdn Svs

107137
Ditch Clearance – Manor Hs
200.00

262
MKM Building sup

107138
Materials


  38.61

263
Total Gas & Power

107139
Street Lighting Supply-Dec
826.72

264
NBB Recycled Furniture
107140
Fixing Kits-Picnic Tables
  35.92

265
Glasdon UK


107141
Litter Bin


291.81

266
BMAC Gdn Svs

107142
Bins 11/1 & 18/1

  70.00

267
CGM



107143
Play Equip Insp 19/12 - 23/1
150.00

268
CGM



107144
Slitting – The Green

  82.08

269
AMR Electrical

107145
VH Emergency Light

187.80

270
MKM Building sup

107146
Allots Water Tank/Materials
373.67

271
Prudential


107147
TC – AVC


  80.00

272
HMRC



107148
Contb - Jan


797.36

272a
Norfolk Pension Fund

D/D 29 Jan
Cont’b –Jan
                        886.16

272b
Mrs T Cornwell

D/D 29 Jan 
Salary & Exps – Jan- BACS  )

272c
Mrs M Kirby


D/D 29 Jan
Salary – Jan- BACS  )          2276.20
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272d
W W Lucas


D/D 29 Jan
Wages – Jan BACS  )
272e
A J Walker


D/D 29 Jan
Salary & Exps – Jan- BACS )

272f
R K Jarret


D/D 29 Jan
Salary – Jan- BACS
    )     1134.71

272g
BT



D/D 02 Jan
PO Phone & Internet

218.52

272h
E-On



D/D 02 Jan
VH Electric


138.00

272i
E-On



D/D 02 Jan
VH Gas


  94.00

272j
E-On



D/D 02 Jan
PO Electric


  35.00

Plus Accounts received since circulated list:   
273
Total Gas & Power

107149
Street Light Supply Jan 18
805.70
274
Sandringham Sawmill

107150
Posts – Blackthorn Road
    8.35

275
Easeyglaze


107151
New Front Door – V Hall      1400.00

276
R J McIntyre


107152
Various Maint’ Jobs

  60.00

277
Viking



107153
Stationery & Stamps

221.93
278
K & M Lighting


107154
Street Lighting Maint’ – Feb
408.80
279
Glasdon UK


107155
Bench (Mr & Mrs Alexander)  783.76
280
ECS Computers

107156
On-line Backup

  13.30
281
R J McIntyre


107157
Litt Bin/Allot Hedge/W Tank   200.00
282
R J McIntyre


107158
Bins 24.1.18 – 30.1.18
  70.00
283
CGM Ltd


107159
W/Pk Play Equip Inspection     60.00
Bank balances as at 31.1.2018
Community Account
      

     
     25,630.15
Step saver a/c
                 
      
              0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                       175,000.00
Total                                                                                        £200,630.15
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm.

10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 13th March 2018, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
13th March 2018                                                                              Chairman
-152-

