
SOUTH WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL REPORT 2018
ASSETS: 
Allotments: The Parish Council has 109 allotments, and at present six plots are vacant.

The hire cost per year is good value at £25.00 and the renewals had been sent out at the beginning of April 2018, the rental fee is due to increase to £30.00 per annum next year.

Work carried out at the Allotments in 2017/2018 includes the installation of a second Car Park, road and main Car Park repairs and the installation of a new larger Water Tank.

Money had also been spent clearing a vacated plot which unfortunately consisted of a shed with an Asbestos Roof.

Village Green:  The Green is looking well and is maintained by CGM Ltd and employment of a contractor, BMAC Garden Services. 

With money donated to the Parish Council, three new picnic benches had been purchased and installed near to the Pond, the Village Sign has been renovated and extensive tree surgery has been carried out.

The Beer Festival would once again be taking place on the weekend of 25th & 26th August 2018, a lot of discussions had taken place with the organizers to alleviate some of the noise issues from last year.
The Village Hall:  A considerable amount of money is spent to keep the Village Hall in good working order, there are a high number of bookings and the Village Hall is in continual use.

During the past year the Parish Council has spent money installing a new Defibrillator on the outside wall, a new entrance door has been fitted which complies with Fire Regulations, kitchen modifications have been carried out, a new Committee Room door has been installed and the external lighting has been updated.
The Parish Council is in the process of progressing an Extension to the Village Hall to provide additional storage space and an Extension to the Parish Office to increase the size of the Meeting Room is being looked into.

The Parish Council is also looking to perhaps sell some of the unused machinery stored in the Garage.

Cemetery:  There is a large surplus of funds for the end of the year, mainly due to people who live outside the Parish wishing to be buried in South Wootton and having to pay double fees.

POLICY: The Policy Committee meets either, quarterly if there are issues to consider, or whenever matters arise which impinge on how the Parish Council conducts its affairs. Over the past decade, from time to time legislative changes, for example the “Localism Act” and “Health and Safety” requirements demand our attention. 

There is also regular business. Each year we consider the appraisals conducted on all our employees. Through the appraisal process conditions of employment as well as salaries may need adjustment.

Other work over the past year has included:-

A review of all our Policies (except those relating to Finance, which are considered by that Committee). We review all other policies annually to ensure not only that we are meeting our legal requirements, but also that they are meeting our particular needs and that we are clear as to what we need to do.

An action plan has been developed to carry us forward over the next few years. For example we hold considerable Parish archive. Storing it and making it appropriately accessible has become a problem. An extension to the storage area at the back of the Village Hall is now being planned and costed.
There are problems of space with the Parish Meeting room. Extending once we have disposed of the equipment acquired when we were employing a handyman is under active consideration.

The Parish Council has evolved a policy for the proper use of the Green.  Although the Beer Festival was a resounding success it gave rise to a number of complaints from residents affected, particularly by the noise. 

DEFRA provided advice on the law relating to Greens and their use. This, together with regulations that were already in place, and the Borough Council’s rules governing, for example music at public events has enabled us to agree a comprehensive policy. The Beer Festival will go ahead this year subject to these rules which will enable everyone to enjoy the event without disturbing residents.

PLANNING: The Parish Council is a designated statutory consultee regarding planning matters and, consequently, we receive for comment, planning applications relevant to the Parish, from the Borough Council.
The Parish Council has devolved responsibility for commenting on the applications to the Planning Committee, which is made up of eight Parish Councilors. This year, we have dealt with 51 planning applications. We have supported 46 and opposed 5. 
A small development of 26 properties is currently being developed on approximately one third of the land known locally as ‘the nine acre field’ adjacent to Nursery Lane. The remaining two thirds will be gifted to the Parish in perpetuity for a nominal cost of £1. 
The main road into the site will be named Sandbach Road, with a smaller road within the development being named Leonard Close.

FINANCE: The Finance Committee meets four times during the year to examine each quarter Accounts. 
In January each year the full Parish Council meets to look at the finances and to set the budget. 

The nett total for the year was £79,882.47 against a Budget of £94,980, meaning that the Parish Council has a surplus for the year of £15,097.53.

The Parish Council intends to install a further three new Bus Shelters in the Parish, two on Grimston Road and one at St Augustine’s Way, part of the funding will come from the Norfolk County Council’s Parish Partnership Scheme and in addition four thousand pounds has been received from our Norfolk County Councillor via the member’s fund.
The Parish Council is looking into an extension at the back of the Village Hall to provide additional storage space and an extension to the Parish Office to provide larger meeting room facilities.
Income received from the Cemetery is higher than expected, predicting the number of deaths per annum is difficult, North Wootton no longer has burial facilities as its Churchyard is closed and many North Wootton residents choose to be buried in South Wootton and subsequently pay double fees.

The Parish Council finances are looked at by an Internal Auditor as well as External Auditors and all figures and books are available to be seen at the Parish Office should anyone like to look at them.
WOOTTON PARK: The Wootton Park Committee is made up of members from both North and South Wootton Parish Councils, residents from each Parish and a Football Club representative.

Due to the inclement weather, it had been a difficult year for Wootton Park; however, work to improve the drainage is to take place in due course.

New metal barriers to stop vehicles driving on to the Park have been installed at both Cranmer Avenue and at Bede Close.

Vandalism and graffiti had been a problem during the Year, with a picnic table suffering a serious arson attack in October 2017, the perpetrator of which will be attending a Scheme called “Challenge for Change”, to help them understand the implications of their actions.
Some work is carried out at Wootton Park by a supervised Community Payback Team who visits monthly to do general pruning and painting.  
Wootton Park Committee meet bi-monthly and is funded by both Parish Councils as well as by independent funding raised from Charity Quiz nights and Race nights etc.
There is also a “200 Club” which currently has 88 members who pay in £24 per annum by Standing Order, £1,100 has been given out in prize money since it started, a monthly draw takes place and cash prize winners are notified by letter, anyone wishing to join the “200 Club” can do so by contacting Tracey at the Parish Office.

The white Cycle Inhibitors are due to be painted by the Wootton Park / Community Payback team in due course.
SOUTH WOOTTON IN BLOOM: South Wootton in Bloom is made up of a team of volunteers who are responsible for planting the various displays of spring bulbs in the village.

Spring is an extremely busy time with the planting of the Wildflower strips, the making up of the floral hanging baskets and tubs, the planters on the Green and the various flower beds.

South Wootton in Bloom is also involved with the Sensory Garden at St Mary’s Churchyard which looks really lovely and is often used as a back drop for wedding photos; much of the work at the Sensory Garden is carried out by Mrs Karin Price.
South Wootton in Bloom has entered the Anglia in Bloom competition and the judges will be visiting the Parish in July 2018.

South Wootton in Bloom also works with the Junior School Allotment Garden, the Infant School and at Woodlands Care Home. 
The SWiB Committee meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7pm in the Parish Office Meeting Room and is always looking for new volunteers to help. 
South Wootton in Bloom will once again have a tombola stall at the Plant and Craft Fair on the Tuesday Market Place on 12th May 2018 to raise funds.

