
SOUTH WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL REPORT 2019
ASSETS: 
Allotments: The Parish Council has 109 allotments, and currently all plots are taken, there are five people on the waiting list.

The hire cost per year is good value at £30.00 and the renewals had been sent out at the beginning of April 2019, the income from the renewal fees is spent on things including the Water Rates, Hedge Cutting and replacement Water Tanks.
Village Green:  The Green is looking well and is maintained by CGM Ltd, the fence at the Low Road end of the Green was replaced last year.

Work to repair the track across the Green is scheduled.

The Green is cut every two weeks unless there has been a lot of rain and the grass is too wet.

Dredging of the Pond to clear the plastic rubbish has been investigated thoroughly, quotes for dredging the Pond had been received at between £14,000 to £17,000, but after much discussion it was felt that this was too expensive, hopefully with help from a working party the plastics can be removed during the summer months when the Water levels are lower.

Subject to Sponsorship, the Beer Festival will once again be taking place on the weekend of 24th & 25th August 2019, restrictions regarding noise levels would continue this year.
The Village Hall:  The Parish Council is in the process of progressing an Extension to the Village Hall to provide additional storage space and an Extension to the Parish Office to increase the size of the Meeting Room.

Unfortunately, the Village Hall project has been held up due to the groundworks, the funding of these projects would be paid for via the Community Infrastructure Levy.
Cemetery / St Mary’s Churchyard:  Work to improve the Churchyard rear footpath has been carried out, making a safer surface for visitors.

FINANCE: The Finance Committee meets four times during the year to examine each quarter Accounts. 
In January each year the full Parish Council meets to look at the finances and to set the budget.

The nett total for the year was £68,935.08 against a Budget of £94,835, meaning that the Parish Council has a surplus for the year of £25,899.92.

Whilst the surplus looks high, due to the hold up on the Village Hall Extension work (Approximate cost £45,000) and with £20,000 approximate CIL money due, the figures will more or less balance.

The Parish Council has installed a further three new Bus Shelters in the Parish, two on Grimston Road and one at St Augustine’s Way, 50% of the funding had come from the Norfolk County Council’s Parish Partnership Scheme.

The Parish Council finances are looked at by an Internal Auditor as well as External Auditors and all figures and books are available to be seen at the Parish Office and if anyone would like to look at them.
The Parish Council has worked hard and has managed to reduce its Precept for the seventh year running.

PLANNING: The Parish Council is a designated statutory consultee regarding planning matters and, consequently, we receive for comment, planning applications relevant to the Parish, from the Borough Council.
The Parish Council has devolved responsibility for commenting on the applications to the Planning Committee, which is made up of eight Parish Councilors. This year, we have dealt with 49 planning applications. We have supported 42 and opposed 7. 
The major issues during the year have been the larger housing developments proposed for the Village - land to the west of Hall Lane (Larkfleet) and to the west of Nursery Lane (Bowbridge). Despite huge opposition both applications had been granted by the Borough Council.

Following a huge community effort to oppose the application by Camland proposed for the Knight’s Hill site, this had been unanimously rejected by the Borough Council, however, the developers could appeal that decision.

POLICY: The Policy Committee is scheduled to meet quarterly, however, actually meets when there is specific business to be dealt with.
South Wootton Parish Council has “Quality Status”. This means that the Council must ensure that we comply with all legislation governing the conduct of business at this level of Local Government.

In the course of each year we: - 

Check that we are conducting meetings and managing our affairs in accordance with the rules. Therefore, our Standing Orders, governing the conduct of meetings are reviewed annually.

Data Protection is another matter requiring our attention.

Consider staff appraisals. These take place around the turn of the year and were completed in time for our February meeting. In the light of the outcome of the appraisal process we may recommend changes to terms of employment. All our employees are paid an hourly rate above the National Minimum Wage.

In the course of the past year we have paid attention to our safety policies, modifying them where required. It is a requirement, in law, for the Parish to safeguard both its staff and the public using its facilities, as far as possible.  Hence risk assessments for the Allotments, the Green, the Cemetery, the Parish Office, Car Park and the Village Hall.
Amongst the matters that we have considered has been our Action Plan for the present year. The Plan encapsulates our immediate, medium and longer term aims. This year we intend to provide one further Bus Shelter on Grimston Road with the help of the Parish Partnership Scheme. The planned additional storage space and archive centre at the rear of the Village Hall should also be completed as will a Trod public footpath between Meadow Road and the Telephone Mast next to Nursery Lane.  Additional larger-capacity Water Tanks are being installed on the Allotments.

Our longer term aims include extensions both to the Parish Office Meeting Room and to the Parish Cemetery.  In this case the additional land will be provided by the developers of the field to the north of here. Incorporating this extra area into the existing burial ground will be a major undertaking.
PRESENTATIONS FROM AFFILIATED COMMITTEES: 
WOOTTON PARK: Wootton Park is owned by the Borough Council and is rented jointly by both North and South Wootton Parish Councils.

Management of the Park is carried out by the Wootton Park Committee which is made up of members from both North and South Wootton Parish Councils, residents from each Parish and a Football Club representative.

Vandalism has been a problem over the past few months, which has caused a lot of money to be spent. Any incidents of vandalism must be immediately reported to the Police.

The Wootton Park Committee meet bi-monthly and is funded by both Parish Councils as well as by the “200 Club” which currently has 119 members who pay in £24 per annum by Standing Order. More than half of the “200 Club” monies are paid back to Prize Winners each month – there are prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place.

Winners are notified by letter, anyone wishing to join the “200 Club” can do so by contacting Tracey at the Parish Office.

SOUTH WOOTTON IN BLOOM:  South Wootton in Bloom is made up of a team of volunteers who are responsible for planting the various displays of spring bulbs in the Village.

Last year South Wootton had won a “Gold Award” in the Anglia in Bloom competition, signage promoting the achievement will be displayed in due course.

The SWiB team are unable to just plant anywhere around the Village, permission must be first sought and granted from the County Council.
The SWiB Committee meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7pm in the Parish Office Meeting Room and is always looking for new volunteers to help.  
Vandalism has been a problem for the SWiB team, a few months ago, one of the large planters by the Pond and a Picnic table had been uplifted and thrown into the Pond.

The display of daffodils had been very good this year, help with the huge task of deadheading the daffodils, is always greatly appreciated.

South Wootton in Bloom will once again have a tombola stall at the Plant and Craft Fair on the Tuesday Market Place on 11th May 2019 to raise funds
South Wootton in Bloom is also responsible for the Sensory Garden at St Mary’s Churchyard; much of the work is carried out by Mrs Karin Price.


