S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 12th March 2019 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1.  PRESENT: Mr D Price, Mr J Smallwood, Mr M Narborough, Mr P Bland, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs D Gotts, Mr S Wells, Mr A Evans, Mrs T Banks, Mr S Scales, Mr K Reynolds, Mr R Williamson, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
APOLOGIES: Mr I Jordan, Mrs M Albinson, Mr D Irwin and Borough Councillors Mr N Daubney and Mrs E Nockolds
Resignation: Mrs Cornwell informed members that unfortunately, Mr David Irwin had made the decision to resign from the Parish Council, Mrs Cornwell read out the letter which Mr Irwin had sent.

Mr Price said that it had been a pleasure having Mr Irwin on the Parish Council and wished him well for the future.
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 12th February 2019, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Narborough, seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour they were signed by the Chairman.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mr Smallwood, Mrs Banks and Mr Reynolds all declared an interest as they are Allotment Tenants.

4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – None present
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councillor Nockolds:  See Attached Report.

Mr Price referred to Cllr Nockolds report and spoke regarding the state of the Guildhall Trust, he said that it is very important that support is given to it.

Borough Councillor Daubney:  No Report 
County Councillor Eyre:  No Report 
6. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
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Assets 
Mr Narborough confirmed that an Assets Committee meeting was held on 6th March 2019, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

Allotments - Fences:  Mr Narborough informed members that an Allotment Inspection had taken place on Friday 1st March 2019, when attention was given to the types of fences that have recently been erected around Plots.

It was said that during the Inspection members had noted that a newly constructed fence was unsightly, looked like a stockade and had been constructed using wooden pallets.

Mr Narborough stated that members of the Assets Committee had looked at photos of the fence and had felt that all fences should be constructed of post and wire, to allow clear visibility into Plots for safety reasons and to avoid shade being cast over neighbouring Plots.

Concerns were also made that should a Tenant decide to quit their Tenancy, the cost to clear such plots could fall to the Parish Council and ultimately its residents.

Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should impose a restriction on fences and that they should be constructed to a maximum height of 6ft using post and open wire only, this was seconded by Mrs Gotts with two abstentions, all other members were in favour.
Mr Narborough explained that following the Allotment Inspection held on 1st March 2019, Mrs Kirby had written to the Allotment Tenant in question requesting that the pallet fencing is removed by 1st April 2019 and replaced with a post and wire fence no taller than 4 feet in height, however after the Assets Committee meeting it was felt that due to the problematic Muntjac deer this height should be increased to 6ft.

Members discussed the situation and felt that the original request should stand with an extension in height to 6 feet, Mr Narborough proposed that the Tenant in question, should remove the pallet fence by 1st April 2019, and replace it with a post and open wire fence, no taller than 6 feet in height, this was seconded by Mr Williamson with one abstention all other members in favour.

Water Tanks:  Mr Narborough confirmed that installation of the replacement Water Tank on Allotment Plot 8 has now taken place.  He confirmed that the Water will be turned back on this coming weekend.
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Drainage of the Allotments Main Car Park:  Mr Smallwood enquired about the drainage of the Allotments Main Car Park and wished to confirm that this matter is no longer being pursued.

Comment was made that the Parish Council have agreed to debate the situation in the future once Community Infrastructure Levy money is received.
Village Hall - Storage Extension Update:  Mrs Cornwell confirmed that there was no update regarding the situation.

Request from Pre-School to replace Existing Storage Sheds:  Mrs Cornwell read out a letter received from Mrs Jen Rudd requesting that the Pre-School be allowed to replace their existing dilapidated plastic storage sheds with one new larger wooden shed, to stand on the same footprint.
It was explained that the Pre-School is applying for Grant Funding for the venture from the Norfolk Funding Team and if successful, they would look to carry out the replacement during the summer.

Members discussed the situation and felt that a new Wooden Shed would be tidier and look more sympathetic in the surroundings. Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should allow Mrs Rudd to replace the old plastic storage sheds with one new larger wooden shed, this was seconded by Mr Wells with all members in favour.

Structural Report: Mr Narborough confirmed that the Structural Survey of the Village Hall had been carried out and the Report had now been received.

Mr Narborough read through the Conclusions of the Report and confirmed that some progressive movement is taking place again. The degree of movement is once again less than half a millimetre, which is not considered significant, however, as this is progressive and has possibly been ongoing for many years the total movement can be of concern.

Mr Narborough explained that two options to restrain the building had been recommended by the Surveyor and members of the Assets Committee had proposed that the Parish Council should obtain quotes for both options.

Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should obtain quotes for both Options recommended and suggested that the matter should be brought to the full Parish Council once these had been received, this was seconded by Mr Scales with all members in favour.
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Mr Narborough added that apart from this area of the building, the Report had stated that the rest of the structure is in good order and requires only general maintenance with regards to keeping the gutters and downpipes clear.  

The Green and Open Spaces - Proposed dredging of the Village Pond:  Mr Narborough confirmed that a meeting with James Carter of ADC, The Specialist Drainage Company had taken place on Monday 18th February 2019 when the various options of disposing of the Non-hazardous silt was discussed.

Mr Narborough referred to the Assets Committee minutes and confirmed that two quotes had been received to remove the silt; one was for £14,312.70 (To cart silt away to Parish land for disposal) and the other was for £17,040.60 (To pump silt onto an area of the Green).

It was explained that Members of the Assets Committee had discussed the quotes and had queried why the Pond needs to be dredged.

It was said that whilst the silt was found to be Non-hazardous, the Pond contains a great deal of plastic waste which is a concern.

Mr Narborough stated that Members of the Assets Committee had discussed the situation and felt that if the water levels fall during the summertime, perhaps a working party or a contractor could be employed to remove the plastic. 

After discussion, Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council should not dredge the Pond, this was seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour.

Beer Festival:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the Beer Festival and confirmed that it is planned to take place once again during the August Bank Holiday weekend (24th & 25th August 2019).
He said that he would happily attend the Beer Festival Committee meetings and will provide the Parish Council with any updates or information.

Repairs to track across the Green:  Mr Narborough confirmed that five holes have formed on the track across the Green and said that Mrs Cornwell has contacted Mr Darren Heaton to provide a quote to repair these.

It was confirmed that unfortunately the quote had not yet been received.

After discussion, Mr Smallwood proposed that once the quote is received, if it is below £1,000.00, Mr Price, Mr Jordan and Mr Narborough should make the decision whether to proceed, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
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Request for Dog Waste Bin along Nursery Lane:  Mr Narborough explained that a request had been received for a new Dog Waste Bin to be sited at the 9-acre field, on Nursery Lane, just inside the Public Right of Way.

It was confirmed that the nearest Dog Waste Bin is located near to the Mast and that no others are situated along Nursery Lane.

Mr Williamson proposed that the Parish Council should purchase a Dog Waste Bin to be sited at the 9-acre field, on Nursery Lane, just inside the Public Right of Way, this was seconded by Mr Evans with all members in favour.

Request for Memorial Bench within new Development areas:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the request made by Mr David Irwin to site a new Memorial Bench in memory of the late Mr Ron Peck at the new Development site - Land North West of South Wootton.

It was said that the Memorial Bench would be purchased from Mr Pecks Estate.

Members felt that the new development may be several years before fruition, however felt that it was a nice idea. Comment was made that an alternative location could be within the newly consecrated Cemetery area. 

Mr Price proposed in principle that the Parish Council should allow a Memorial Bench in memory of the late Mr Ron Peck at the new Development site, this was seconded by Mr Scales, with one abstention all other members were in favour.
Parish Office – Poplar Trees: Mr Narborough confirmed that removal of the four large Poplar Trees at the rear of the Parish Office building had taken place on Saturday 9th March 2019.

Meeting Room Hire:  Mr Narborough informed members that Mrs Jacky High-Caston from East Anglian Drive Ability had contacted Mrs Cornwell regarding the possibility of hiring the Parish Office Meeting Room.

It was explained that Mrs High-Caston would like to hire the Meeting Room on a weekly basis on a Wednesday, from 9.30am until 4.00pm and had enquired whether the Parish Council would consider a reduction in the hourly hire charge.

After discussion, Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should allow a reduction in the hourly Hire Charge from £11.00 per hour to £10.00 per hour, this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
-162-

Wootton Park and Pavilion Risk Assessment:  Mr Narborough confirmed that during the Assets Committee meeting, the Wootton Park and Pavilion Risk Assessment had been looked at and Members had agreed that the new Defibrillator should be added and that it is serviced annually.

Members were happy with the addition to the Wootton Park Open Spaces Risk Assessment and the Pavilion Risk Assessment.
Finance
Mrs Cornwell informed members that the next Finance Committee Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 3rd April 2019, when the end of year accounts will be looked at.

Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.

Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price with the Bank Statements for February 2019 and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Price was happy that everything balanced, he initialled the Bank Statements. 
Planning 

Mr Bland spoke regarding the Planning Application – 16/02231/OM – Land West of Knights Hill and explained that a lot of effort had been put in to fight the proposals.

He explained that the Borough Councils Planning Committee are due to meet tomorrow, the 13th March 2019, to discuss the Planning Application.

It was said that in addition to the existing posters displayed in the Parish, new “SAY NO” posters are to be put up along the site visit route.
Comment was made that a good number of residents have submitted their objections to the proposed development, and it is hoped that many residents will also come along to the Town Hall at 10am to attend the Planning Committee meeting.
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It was confirmed that Mr Price is scheduled to speak on behalf of South Wootton Parish Council.  Henry Bellingham MP is unable to attend, however has submitted correspondence to be read out at the Planning Committee Meeting by Borough Councillor Vivienne Spikings. 

Mr Bland added that following an invitation from Henry Bellingham MP, he had attended a meeting last Thursday with Rishi Sunak MP – Minister for Local Government. 

Mrs Banks explained that some of the new homes which have been built locally are not selling, however, she said that she had read in the Local Newspapers recently that a Borough Councillor had reported that new housing is desperately needed.
Mr Smallwood felt that if the Borough Councils Planning Committee refuse the proposed housing development at Knights Hill to build 600 homes, the developers will likely appeal that decision.
Mr Price said that hopefully if the application is not refused there should be a significant reduction in the numbers.
Mr Price spoke regarding the last Parish Council meeting when members agreed to fund the purchase of 3,250 leaflets for distribution to North and South Wootton, Castle Rising and Sandringham residents and confirmed that following inclusion of a map on the reverse and colour print, the cost had risen to £462.00.
He added that since then, Mr Goddard had provided a full breakdown of all the associated expenses involved with fighting the Planning Application, he said that Mr Steve Fidgett’s fee to attend and speak at the Borough Council’s Planning Committee meeting was £1,500, of which Lord Howard has agreed to pay £1,000, the cost of the Newsletters was £462.00, and the cost of the signs was £264.00 -Total £2226.00.
It was said that Lord Howard had kindly contributed £1,000.00 towards these costs to cover Mr Fidgett’s fee, and that the remaining shortfall of £1226.00 should be funded £500.00 (SWPC), £500.00 (NWPC) and hopefully the remaining balance of £226.00 would be covered by the smaller local Parishes such as Roydon, Grimston, Heacham and Sandringham.
Members acknowledged that South Wootton Parish Council has already paid for the cost of the Newsletters (£462.00), therefore, the remaining balance of our share would be £38.00.
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Mrs Cornwell confirmed that she had already spoken to Mr Jordan, the Chairman of the Finance Committee who had given his authority for this to be paid.

All members were happy. 

Mr Price informed members that the Borough Council is currently carrying out a consultation of its Local Plan Review up to 2036. He said that all the associated documents are available on the Borough Councils Website.

He explained that he had printed and read all the information relating to South Wootton, North Wootton and Castle Rising and was pleased to note that within the documents it states that it does not seek to make any further plans for further development in South Wootton.

Regarding North Wootton, it was said that there are no suitable sites for development, however, there is possibly some scope for infilling.

Mr Price informed members that earlier in the day he and Mrs Cornwell had attended a drop-in session with Mr Alan Gomm, the Local development Framework Manager at the Borough Council.
Mrs Cornwell circulated some notes of the Meeting and responses to questions they had asked.
In response to:

· In the new National Planning Policy Framework, there is a Housing Delivery Test which the local authority has to pass. 95% of the allocated houses (calculated as the proportion required each year of the plan) have to be built out. If they are not, then the local authority is penalised. It either has to produce an action plan, or a worsening scenario, allocate even more land for housing.
The Borough Council sits at 91% and has produced an Action Plan, some council sit at 25%. The Borough Council has no more allocated sites in South Wootton for the extended plan period to 2036.

· With regard to the Borough Councils housing allocation per year, the number have gone down from 670 to 555.

· On the map shown in the Core Strategy document, the red arrow pointing to North Wootton has been removed.

· The wording "at least" has been retained for any future developments.
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· In the review up to 2036. at present there are no plans for further development in South Wootton. However, this could potentially change if land becomes available.

· If a Parish Council has a Neighbourhood Plan less than 2 years old and fits the following criteria (as listed below) we could be protected from the Local Authorities land allocations.

1. The Neighbourhood Plan is 2 years old or less.

2. The Parish has to make a land Allocation (SW has allocated the 9 Acre Field and the Clayland site)

3. The LA has 3 years’ worth o Land Supply and a Land Delivery Test

4. The LA has passed the Housing Delivery Test with at least 45% (The Borough Council has 91%)

Mr Smallwood commented regarding possible future development of land at Ryalla Drift.

Mr Price said that he felt that the risk of development at this site is quite low.

Comment was made that the South Wootton Neighbourhood Plan is currently four years old, it was agreed that it should be reviewed perhaps next year when it is five years old, any major amendments may need to go through the consultation process again and a possible referendum may need to be held.

Mr Price said however, that he could not see any major amendments and felt that any minor amendments could be incorporated quite easily.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the Local Plan Review consultation end date is Monday 29th April 2019 at 5pm and any comments can be submitted via the Consultation webpage:

https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/info/20216/local_plan_review_2016_-2036/709/draft_local_plan_review_consultation
Mrs Cornwell stated that the Parish Councils response to the consultation will be discussed via the Planning Committee.
Policy
Mr Smallwood confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last Parish Council meeting.  
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7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – See attached    
Junior School: - Mr Scales referred to the enquiry made by Mrs Banks at the last Parish Council meeting regarding the recently published league tables. It was said that the school results for last year were low in comparison to the average.

Mr Scales provided members with some percentage figures of a comparison between results from 2017 and 2018 and in all areas, these showed that an improvement had been made.
Maths 81% 2017 – 93% 2018
Writing 66% 2017 – 73% 2018

Reading 67% 2017 – 75% 2018

All members were happy.

Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts informed members that the next Wootton Park Association Meeting is scheduled to take place on Tuesday 26th March 2019.

She confirmed that she intends to raise the issue of the recent hedge cutting which had been carried out on the South Wootton Strip and said that this had ruined the hedge and had been carried out at the wrong time of year. Comment was made that there would be no Blackthorn blossom this year.

Mrs Gotts said that one or two complaints had been received regarding the newly erected “5mph Shared Space” signage and said that members would also discuss this matter again.

South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Banks confirmed that no meeting had been held, however, informed members that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Tuesday 19th March 2019.

Mrs Banks asked about the possibility of planting a tree in the large verge on the junction of Avon Road and Rushmead Close.

It was said that this area of land belongs to the County Council, however, Mrs Cornwell said that she would contact the Highways Engineer to make the necessary enquiries.

(Clerks Note: The SWiB Committee have agreed that bulbs will now replace the Tree Planting in this area)
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Mrs Banks confirmed that South Wootton in Bloom would be having a stall once again at the Spring Plant and Craft Fair event on the Tuesday Market Place on 11th May 2019; she said that any donations for the tombola would be gratefully received including plants which can be sold on the day.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list.  
Newsletter:  Mr Price informed members that the next Newsletter is due, he said that he would produce a draft Newsletter, to include the outcome of the Knights Hill Planning Application and a reminder of the Parish Assembly to be held on Friday 12th April 2019.

Due to the limited time constraints, members agreed to give their approval to the Newsletter via Email.  
9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated lists below, 

Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount
No




No

292
BMAC Garden Services
107493
Bins/Litter/WP
          
            180.00

293
CGM



107494
W/P Play Equip Insp 7/2
  30.00

293
AMR



107495
Fire/Lighting/Intruder Insp      462.00

295
Anglian Water


107496
Allots 16/11-15/2
            108.22

296
Bright’s


107497
VH Cleaning

            393.41

297
C P Cooper


107498
VH Boiler


  90.00

298
R C Murray


107499
VH/PO Structural Survey       750.00

299
HMRC



107500
Cont’b Feb


853.02

300
Prudential


107501
AVC – Feb


  80.00

300A
Norfolk Pension Fund

D/D 26 Feb
Cont’b –Feb
                        946.75

300B
Mrs T Cornwell

D/D 26 Feb 
Salary & Exps – Feb BACS  )

300C
Mrs M Kirby


D/D 26 Feb
Salary – Feb- BACS  )          2362.18

300D
W W Lucas


D/D 26 Feb
Wages – Feb BACS  )

300E
R J McIntyre


D/D 26 Feb
Salary & Exps –Feb - BACS )

300F
A J Walker


D/D 26 Feb
Salary – Feb - BACS  )         1310.70

Plus, Accounts received since circulated list:

301
Total Gas & Power

107502
Street Lighting Supply-Feb
756.89

302
Total Gas & Power

107503
PO Electric-Feb

  39.08

303
Total Gas & Power

107504
VH Electric -Feb

156.37

304
Mr E Chomicz


107505
VH Refund of Booking fee
  50.00

305
Jet Reach


107506
Material & Labour-WP
348.23

306
MKM Building Supplies
107507
2xWater tanks & fixings
687.17

307
Anglian Water


107508
PO Water


  61.67

308
Anglian Water


107509
VH Water


199.90
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309
Anglian Water


107510
Allots Water


  59.22

310
Amberol Ltd


107511
St Marys Barrel Planter
157.20

311
NALC



107512
Spring Conference 

110.00

312
Imperative Training Ltd
107513
Defib Service-VH & WP
297.90

313
Community Action Norfolk
107514
Membership


  20.00

314
S J Pemberton

107515
St Marys rear footpath          1682.40

315
K & M Lighting


107516
S/Lighting maint – March
454.37

316
ECS Computers

107517
Email & Online backup
  73.84

317
BCKLWN


107518
Dog Waste Collection           1990.56

318
CGM



107519
W/P Play Equip Insp 5/2-20/2
  60.00

319
R J McIntyre


107520
Bins/Litter/Cemetery
            120.00

320
Cooper & Elms

107521
Repairs to Hearing Loop
  88.94
Bank balances as at 28.2.2019
Community Account
      

     
       36,983.97
Step saver a/c
                 
      
                0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                           170,000.00
Total                                                                                            £206,983.97
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05pm.
10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 9th April 2019, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
9th April 2019                                                                  

     Chairman
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