S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 11th June 2019 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1.  PRESENT: Mr D Price, Mr I Jordan, Mr J Smallwood, Mr M Narborough, Mr P Bland, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs D Gotts, Mrs T Banks, Mr K Reynolds, Mr R Williamson, Mr A Evans, Mrs M Albinson, Mr S Wells, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
APOLOGIES: Mr S Scales and Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 14th May 2019, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour they were signed by the Chairman.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mr Smallwood and Mrs Banks declared an interest as they are Allotment Tenants.

4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – None present
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councillor Nockolds:  See attached
County Councillor Eyre:  No Report 
6.  REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets 
Mr Narborough confirmed that an Assets Committee meeting had been held on Wednesday 5th June 2019, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

Village Hall – Storage Extension Update:  Mrs Cornwell confirmed that James and Milton Drilling Ltd had been to carry out the necessary ground investigations for the Village Hall Extension. She said that following discussion with Mr Pemberton, she had forwarded a copy of the report to Van Elle Piling Contractors to enable them to produce a quote for the required groundworks.

Mr Narborough said that he would arrange a site meeting with Mr Pemberton to discuss the progress of the project.
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Helifix Quotes: Mr Narborough confirmed that following the Structural Survey of the Village Hall it had been recommended by Mr Bob Murray that due to some slight progressive movement the building should be restrained by some form of tying the lower south section of the building to the Main Hall.

It was explained that this could be done by tie bars running above the ceiling joints and fixed through the gable of both sections of the building with patress plates on the ends of the ties to prevent further movement or by installing “Helifix” bars within the bed joints of the building on the east and west elevations.

Mrs Cornwell said that following the Assets Committee meeting she had tried to contact Mr Bob Murray, to find out which option would be the most effective, however, due to him being away on holiday she had spoken to Mr John Raspberry from Calvert, Brain and Fraulo to ask for his advice.

Mrs Cornwell stated that Mr Raspberry had recommended the “Helifix” option.

After discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should ask D & E Builders to carry out the work using “Helifix” bars at a cost of £350.00+VAT, this was seconded by Mr Jordan with all members in favour.

The Green and Open Spaces - Beer Festival:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the Beer Festival and confirmed that he had spoken to the organisers who hope to hold the event during the August Bank Holiday 2019 subject to sponsorship. If the required level of sponsorship is not received the event may not proceed, Mr Narborough said that he will keep us informed of the situation.

Beer Festival - £500 Donation:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the £500 Donation received from the Vancouver Round Table Beer Festival last year and confirmed that it had not yet been spent.

It was said that members of the Assets Committee had discussed the suggestion of an additional bench for siting on the Green and had felt that replacement of Mr Aubrey Smith’s dilapidated Memorial bench would be a nice idea. 

Mrs Albinson proposed that the Parish Council should replace the Memorial Bench to the late Aubrey Smith with a recycled material bench, this was seconded by Mr Smallwood and unanimously agreed.

Banners: Mr Narborough explained that members of the Assets Committee had discussed at length the recent influx of banners being placed on the new Low Road fencing and felt that the existing Policy regarding banners needs to be reinforced.
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Mrs Gotts proposed that only banners with prior approval from the Parish Office advertising events to be held in South and North Wootton only are acceptable, and that they can be displayed on the straight piece of fencing, one week prior to the event and removed the following day, this was seconded by Mrs Banks with all members in favour.
In addition to this, it had been recommended by Mr Hofmeister that a plaque stating “No Unauthorised advertising by order of the Parish Council” should be placed on the fence. Mr Hofmeister proposed that an A4 sized white plaque with red writing stating “No Unauthorised advertising by order of the Parish Council” should be placed near to the Village sign on the fence, this was seconded by Mrs Albinson with all members in favour.

Village Sign:  Mr Smallwood reported that the Village Sign has become submerged in long grass and suggested that the area should be strimmed.

With all Members happy with the suggestion, Mrs Cornwell said that she would ask Mr McIntyre to strim the area.

Avon Road Cycle path Post and Wire Fence: Mr Narborough explained that four or five posts along the Avon Road Cycle path have become rotten and had fallen over. 

It was confirmed that after reporting the issue to Norfolk County Council Highways Department they are unwilling to replace the posts.

Mr Narborough explained that he had been to look at the fence and had found that it was generally in good order and felt that if the odd rotten fence posts were replaced the situation would be resolved.

Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should replace the four or five rotten posts, this was seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour.

Cemetery - New Shingle:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the shingle pathways and said that over time, in certain areas this has begun to wear away and needs to be re-done. 

It was confirmed that a quote for 12.5 tonnes of fine shingle had been obtained from Middleton Aggregates at a cost of £528.00. 

Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should accept the quote from Middleton Aggregates for £528.00 for 12.5 tonnes of new fine shingle, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
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It was said that CGM Ltd are scheduled to visit within the next few days to weed spray the area prior to laying the new shingle.

St Mary’s Church - Noticeboard:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that following reports that the Churchyard Noticeboard needs to be repaired, Mrs Kirby had spoken to Rev Nash, who has confirmed that a design has been agreed and quotes obtained. The new Noticeboard will be ordered in due course.

Parish Office - Extension Update: Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the set of Plans kindly produced by Mr Matt Sturgeon and subsequently approved by the Parish Council have now been submitted to the Borough Council’s Planning Department for approval.

Wootton Park - Update:  Mr Williamson confirmed that a Wootton Park Association meeting had taken place on Tuesday 28th May 2019, when the Lighting Project at the Infant Play Area was discussed.  It was confirmed that North Wootton Parish Council have agreed for the work to go ahead with the costs shared as usual between both Parish Councils.
It was explained that the total cost of the project is £1,428.56 +VAT. This includes everything, including a 4m Lamp post and 50W L.E.D Floodlight on one side directed at the park only. The lighting will hopefully discourage loitering of the older children in the Infants play area after dark, a recommendation which has come from the police. Another benefit of getting this done is that once electrical power is in the area, in the future, CCTV could be installed pointing across the park.

Mr Williamson proposed that the Parish Council should support the Lighting Project at the Infant Play Area and contribute as per the usual split towards the costs, this was seconded by Mr Price, with all members in favour.
New Trod:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that the new Trod footpath which runs from the Car Park to the Pavilion, is due to be installed on Thursday 13th June 2019.
Blackthorn Road Fence:  Mr Narborough informed members that he had been contacted by a resident from Blackthorn Road regarding the wooden fence which forms part of the boundary to the South Wootton Strip.

He explained that he had been to visit the resident and looked at the fence to establish who is responsible for it and whether the resident could replace it.
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Mr Narborough stated that following the site visit, it was clear that the original post and barbed wire / wire fence is still in place and that the piece of fencing in question would have been put up by Wilcon Homes Ltd, the developers of the Estate.

Members discussed the situation and the comments made by Mr Narborough and felt that a letter should be sent to the resident stating that the fence is not the responsibility of the Parish Council.  
Mrs Cornwell agreed to write a letter to the resident.

Finance
Mr Jordan informed members that the next Finance Committee Meeting is scheduled for Thursday 4th July 2019.
Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.

Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price with the Bank Statements for May 2019 and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Price was happy that everything balanced, he and Mr Jordan, the Chairman of the Finance Committee initialled the Bank Statements. 
Planning  

Mr Bland confirmed that the last meeting was held on 13th May 2019 and everything was as per the circulated minutes. 
Bowbridge Development - Land on the West Side of Nursery Lane, South Wootton:  Mr Bland spoke regarding the land on the west side of Nursery Lane and confirmed that a Cruso & Wilkin sales board has been erected at the site advertising the land for sale.
It was explained that after speaking to Bowbridge Developments it has been confirmed that they are a Land Promotion Company who have a Promotion Agreement with the landowners to sell the land on the open market.
There is no set guide price for the sale of the land – they go by where the market deems it to be at the time of interest.
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Clayland Developments:  Mr Bland reported that a drain survey had taken place at the entrance to the site today.

Policy
Executive Member of NALC:  Mr Jordan proposed that Mr Alan Evans continue in his role as Executive Member of NALC, this was seconded by Mr Price with all members in favour.

Village Hall Hire:  Mr Bland enquired about the new situation with regards to hiring the Village Hall, he explained that his wife is a member of the Sugar craft group and since the appointment of the new Village Hall Caretaker, things have been different.

He stated that in the past when Mr Walker was the Caretaker, the chairs and tables were always laid out in a particular way to suit the group and this no longer happens and at last week’s Sugar craft group, members were just handed the Village Hall door keys and asked to lock up themselves.

Mr Bland was concerned that the Village Hall is subsequently left with no alarm on through the night and added that due to the new arrangements the Sugar craft group are considering other locations to meet.

Mrs Cornwell said that in the past, Mr Walker has always set up for groups in a particular way, she said that this, however, is not part of the hire agreement. She added that other local venues charge for this type of service.
Mr Jordan felt that if groups need tables and chairs laying out in a certain way, this involves additional time and the Parish Council may need to consider a charge for the service, possibly an additional hour to allow for the set up and put away.

Members felt that the existing Village Hall Hire Agreement needs to be looked at to enable the situation to be clarified.

Members were happy for Mrs Cornwell to speak to Mr McIntyre about the situation.

(Clerk’s Note:  Mrs Cornwell has spoken to Mr McIntyre who has confirmed that members of the Sugar craft group were happy with the way it was set up and the locking up situation on that evening. Mr McIntyre had explained to members of the group that he would return after they had left the building to set the alarm system as he always does). 
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7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: –See attached 
Mrs Banks noted the large attendance of pupils at the Breakfast Club, it was said that this is obviously a valuable service to parents who go to work.

Junior School: - No Report 
Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts confirmed that everything is as per the circulated minutes.

It was reported that the “200 Club” is doing well and now has 125 members paying £24 per annum, she said that the club is very supportive of Wootton Park and she urged members to have a go and join in.

South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Albinson confirmed that everything is as per the circulated minutes and confirmed that the Anglia in Bloom judges will be visiting the Parish on the morning of Thursday 18th July 2019.

It was said that Mr Nolan Mills will arrange the itinerary for the morning.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – 
Newsletter:  Mr Price referred to the circulated Newsletter and asked members if they had any additions or amendments to make. With one minor amendment, Mr Price proposed that the Newsletter should be published, this was seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour.
9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated lists below, 

Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount
No




No

44
BMAC Garden Services
107577
Bins/Litter/WP Play area
  75.00

45
V & J Knitwear

107578
Refuse Sacks

 
  73.74

46
NCC



107579
PP Scheme Trod Cont’b       1350.00

47
NCC



107580
PP Scheme Bus Shelter       4023.50

48
BMAC Garden Services
107581
Bins/Litter/Pond

  65.00

49
CGM



107582
W/P Play Equip Insp 8/5
  30.00

50
AMR



107583
VH Speech dial & c/points      122.53

51
Caloo



107584
Service/Repairs Zip Wire
660.00

52
Anglian Water


107585
Allots Water

              89.26

53
HMRC



107586
Cont’b May


838.18

54
Prudential


107587
AVC – TC – May

  80.00
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54A
Norfolk Pension Fund

D/D 23 May
Cont’b –May
                        984.24

54B
Mrs T Cornwell

D/D 23 May
Salary & Exps – May BACS  )

54C
Mrs M Kirby


D/D 23 May
Salary – May  - BACS  )       2384.66

54D
W W Lucas


D/D 23 May
Wages – May BACS  )

54E
A J Walker


D/D 23 May
Salary & Exps –May- BACS )

54F
R McIntyre


D/D 23 May
Salary – May - BACS  )        1092.20

Plus, Accounts received since circulated list:

55
ECS Computers

107588
Internet & New Computers   2262.98

56
CGM



107589
Grass Cut&Play Equip Insp    699.48

57
Bright’s


107590
Village Hall Cleaning
            405.22

58
K & M Lighting


107591
Street Lighting Supply-May    454.37

59
James & Milton

107592
VH Planning Ground Report
865.32

60
BMAC Garden Services
107593
Bins/Litter/Strimming

145.00

61
V & J Knitwear

107594
Refuse Sacks & Gloves
  73.74

62
Mr D Miller


107595
PO & VH Window Cleaning      30.00

63
Total Gas & Power

107596
Street Lighting Supply
            671.80

64
Total Gas & Power

107597
PO Electric


  36.79

65
Total Gas & Power

107598
VH Electric

           118.21
Bank balances as at 31.5.2019
Community Account
      

     
         48,545.53
Step saver a/c
                 
      
                  0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                             240,000.00
Total                                                                                              £288,545.53
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.40pm.
10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 9th July 2019, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
9th July 2019                                                                  

     Chairman
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