S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 10th December 2019 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1.  PRESENT: Mr D Price, Mr I Jordan, Mr A Evans, Mr M Narborough, Mr J Smallwood, Mr H Hofmeister, Mr P Bland, Mrs D Gotts, Mrs T Banks, Mrs M Albinson, Mr S Wells, Mr K Reynolds, Mr R Williamson, Mr S Scales, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds 
Public: Mr T Gibson (Chairman) & Mrs S Watts (Clerk) - West Winch Parish Council 
APOLOGIES: No apologies were recorded for County Cllr Mr S Eyre or Borough Cllr Mr G Middleton
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 12th November 2019, with one or two minor amendments, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Smallwood with all members in favour they were signed by the Chairman.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mr Smallwood and Mrs Banks declared an interest as they are Allotment Tenants.

4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – Mr Gibson and Mrs Watts explained that they are the Chairman and Clerk to West Winch Parish Council and said that they were attending the meeting to simply observe proceedings.

5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councillor Nockolds:  See attached Report
Mr Jordan spoke regarding the new Debit / Credit card system at the Multi-Storey Car Park and asked how this works.

Cllr Nockolds explained that the new system will allow users to “tap in” and “tap out” using their Debit / Credit card without the need to visit the pay station.

It was confirmed that Car Parking charges have remained unchanged.

Cllr Nockolds stated that the Borough Council is also looking at the procurement of waste and the emptying of Litter Bins, she said that they are looking at how the use of technology can improve the current system.
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Mr Jordan spoke regarding a letter received from Lorraine Gore, the Chief Executive of the Borough Council asking for Parish Councils to comment on the way that decisions are made within the Borough Council.

It was explained that the Borough Council is regularly required to take decisions which will have implications for the way local services are provided, which in turn impact on the lives of local people. 
Certain key policies and strategies are required to be agreed at meetings of the full Council, all other strategic and policy decisions necessary for efficient and effective local government are made through the Leader of the Council and the Cabinet of Executive Members.
In common with many other councils the Borough Council has operated using this Leader and Cabinet system of local governance for many years. 
It was explained that the Borough Council has set up a task group of elected members of all political parties to review how well this decision making model works for Kings Lynn and West Norfolk and to recommend if it should be improved or even changed to an alternative way of operating. 
As part of this review the Parish Council has been asked for its views. 
Mr Jordan asked Cllr Nockolds which system she prefers.

Cllr Nockolds stated that the current simpler and quicker system where decisions are made by the Cabinet of Executive members is the best solution, although she felt that members need training in order to scrutinise decisions.

Mr Jordan thanked Cllr Nockolds for her thoughts.

Members noted that once again County Cllr Simon Eyre had not attended the evenings meeting.

Cllr Nockolds confirmed that Mr Tom McCabe, Executive Director of Community and Environmental Services at Norfolk County Council has given authority for Cllr Middleton to carry out some of Cllr Eyre’s work for example with the Parish Partnership scheme.
County Councillor Eyre:  No Report 
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6.  REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets 
Mr Narborough confirmed that a meeting had been held on 4th December 2019, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

Allotments - Fence at Plot 38: Mr Narborough informed members that he and Mrs Kirby had attended a meeting on Monday 9th December at the Allotments with the Tenants of Allotment Plot number 38.

It was said that the Tenant had apologised that they had not read the Allotment Rules correctly and had not taken on board the Rules regarding fences.

Mr Narborough confirmed that after a positive meeting and discussion with the Tenants they are going to alter the fence structure so that the bottom half is constructed of feather edge board to a height of 3ft and the top section is constructed with post and open wire to a maximum of 6ft.

After brief discussion, Mr Scales proposed that the Parish Council should insert a Point 11 into the Allotments Additional Clauses to state that enclosed fences can be constructed to a height of 3ft, however Tenants requiring taller fences can heighten these using post and open wire, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with three abstentions, all other members were in favour.

It was said that this Rule would not affect historical fences and would only apply to newly constructed fences.

ASDA Driveway Road Surface:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the driveway, on the east side of the Allotments and explained that the condition of this had been highlighted to him by an Allotment Tenant during a recent inspection.

It was said that the driveway is in a poor condition and has become uneven over the years where Tenants have tried to level it out by laying old slabs and other debris.

Mr Narborough explained that he had obtained a quote of £1,200 from Mr John Statham of Supreme Surfacing for a digger to scrape the surface, level it and roll it, however, after revisiting the Allotments he had felt that perhaps scraping the whole width was unnecessary and by only doing half the width this would reduce the costs.
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After discussion, Members agreed that the Parish Council should investigate the costs involved in scraping and levelling the driveway (whole and half width), 
including the laying of plainings on the surface, so that the matter can be discussed again.

Mrs Cornwell agreed to obtain quotes for the work.

Allotment Agreement and Additional Clauses:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the Additional Clauses and explained that members of the Assets Committee had discussed fully emailed comments made by Mr Hofmeister and had agreed that these should be amended/added to the documents.

In addition, it was felt that for clarity the Rules regarding fences should be kept separate under a new Clause 11.

Mr Scales proposed that the Parish Council should incorporate the amendments and additions to the Allotment Agreement and Additional Clauses and that the Rules regarding fences should be kept separate under a new Clause 11, this was seconded by Mrs Albinson with one abstention, all other members were in favour.

Village Hall - Temporary Staging Units:  Mr Narborough confirmed that the old wooden Stage area has now been removed and explained that a temporary stage had been hired at a cost of £225 to cover three pre-booked Christmas Events.

He said that a quote of £5,136.08 had been obtained from a company called Portable Floormaker to purchase a temporary stage which could be pulled out if required and then put away again.

After brief discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council does not pursue the Purchase of a Temporary Stage for the Village Hall, this was seconded by Mr Price with all members in favour. 

New Table Quote:  Mr Narborough confirmed that following the last Parish Council meeting, Mrs Cornwell had kindly obtained a quote of £5,480.28 including VAT from GoPak Ltd for 40 Folding Tables and three Table Trollies.

He said that following negotiation and due to the large number of tables required, a discount of 20% had been applied.

With all members happy, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council purchases 40 Folding Tables and three Table Trollies from GoPak Ltd at a cost of £5,480.28 including VAT, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
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Curtains:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the Village Hall curtains and explained that they were looking outdated and perhaps should be replaced with blinds at some point in the future.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that she had already spoken to one supplier who has recommended that for safety reasons, roller blinds would be a better option than vertical blinds. All members were happy for Mrs Cornwell to obtain quotes for blinds to be fitted to all windows in the Village Hall, including the Committee Room.

Trade Bins:  Mrs Cornwell stated that following a visit from the Fire Risk Assessor, it had been suggested that the current location of the Trade Bins, next to the Village Hall building could pose a Fire Risk.

It was suggested that if the existing slab pad size is increased, the Trade Bins could be moved further away from the building and secured to a metal bollard for safety.

Comment was made that the existing position of the Trade Bins is unsightly, it was felt that by moving them further back this would make the Village Hall look more attractive.

Members acknowledged the point, however, agreed that the location of the Trade Bins would need to be accessible.

Parish Office - Extension Update: Mr Jordan referred to the circulated final plans for the Parish Office Extension and confirmed that if members are happy to proceed, Mr Sturgeon, the Architect would submit both the Planning and Building Regulations applications.

With all members happy, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council ask Mr Sturgeon to submit both the Planning and Building Regulations applications, this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.

The Green and Open Spaces - Beer Festival:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the Beer Festival and was pleased to report that over the past three years the event has raised £31,273 for the Tapping House Hospice.

He explained that following the Parish Council meeting held in November 2019, Mr Cliff Kendle had asked if the Parish Council would consider whether they would be happy for the Beer Festival to proceed again on the August Bank Holiday weekend 2020.
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It was said that Members of the Assets Committee had discussed the timings of the music and had felt it would not be unreasonable to allow the music to go on until 10pm.

Mr Narborough proposed that the Beer Festival should go ahead on the August Bank Holiday weekend 2020 and that the music should be allowed until 10pm on the Saturday evening and 5pm on the Sunday, this was seconded by Mrs Albinson with one member against all other members were in favour.

9 Acre field – Car Park and Open Space: Mr Narborough spoke regarding the 9-acre field and confirmed that the Section 38 Agreement is currently being signed by all parties.

It was said that members of the Assets Committee had discussed the area to be gifted to the Parish Council and after discussion, members had felt that the area should be left as it is for the time being. 

After brief discussion, Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should leave the area as it is for the time being, this was seconded by Mr Scales with all members in favour.

Removal of Hedge at Nursery Close:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the recently removed hedge at Nursery Close, where the contractors had driven onto The Green to access the site.

He explained that following the work he had been to look at the area and was disappointed to see some quite deep ruts in the surface.

After discussion, Mr Price proposed that a letter should be sent to the resident concerned informing him that any remedial action required in the Spring would be carried out at the resident’s expense, this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour. 

Meadow Road Tree:  Mrs Albinson spoke regarding the recently planted Sweet Chestnut tree on the area of land at Meadow Road and explained that due to concerns being raised regarding the size it would grow to and the cost of future maintenance, it had been requested that it be relocated to a more suitable area. 

After discussion, Mr Price proposed that the Sweet Chestnut tree is replanted at Wootton Park or on The Green and that the Parish Council purchase a suitable good specimen tree for planting at Meadow Road, this was seconded by Mr Scales with one abstention all other members were in favour.
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It was said that Mrs Price would kindly source a suitable tree and that members of the South Wootton in Bloom team would plant it.

Cemetery - Wildflower seed for the North East Corner:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the current Cemetery area and confirmed that it is almost full, he added that in the North East corner, over time, the grave diggers have placed their spoils there and the area has become unsightly.

He suggested that if the area was levelled, Wildflower seed could be planted there making the area tidier and more attractive.

After discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should purchase some Wildflower seeds for sowing in the area, this was seconded by Mr Price with all members in favour.

Mrs Albinson said that the South Wootton in Bloom team would be happy to level the area, source the Wildflower seeds and sow them on behalf of the Parish Council.

Finance
Mr Jordan confirmed that the next Finance Committee meeting is scheduled to be held on Wednesday 8th January 2020 when the Budget will be set, he said that as usual all members of the Parish Council are invited to attend. 

He added that should anyone have any items that need to be given consideration, could they be given to Mrs Cornwell prior to the 1st January 2020. 

Mr Jordan informed members that a letter had been received from the Borough Council stating that South Wootton has been awarded £190.00 from the Government Grant for Local Council Tax Support, this was introduced in 2013. 

Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price with the Bank Statements for November 2019 and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Price was happy that everything balanced, he and Mr Jordan, the Chairman of the Finance Committee initialled the Bank Statements. 
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Planning  

Knight’s Hill Planning Appeal:  Mr Bland stated that a meeting is scheduled for Thursday 12th December 2019, when members of the Action Group will meet to agree the Newsletter for distribution to resident’s week commencing 6th January 2020.

Mrs Cornwell kindly agreed that she would co-ordinate who would deliver the Newsletters to which areas and keep Mr Bland informed.

Mr Price confirmed that the cost of the Newsletters for 3,000 double sided two colour print would be £140.00 +VAT, 3,500 Newsletters would be £157.00 +VAT and 4,000 Newsletters, £175.00 +VAT.

It was explained that appointment of a professional expert to deliver our case regarding Transport issues could be at a cost of £5,000 however it was said that Lord Howard is currently negotiating this.

Mr Price explained that previously costs have been shared between the three Parishes, North and South Wootton Parish Councils and Castle Rising, he asked if South Wootton would be happy to do this again.
It was said that Mr Goddard would be willing along with another private individual to pay the costs up front and then the Parish Councils could pay this back on a loan type agreement over three years.

Mr Jordan felt that the Parish Council would need to know the exact costs, he felt that £5,000 of professional fees was quite high.

After discussion, Members agreed that the Parish Council has enough funds to contribute one third towards the fees and would not need to enter a loan type agreement.

After discussion, Mrs Gotts proposed that the Parish Council should pay one third of the cost of printing the Newsletters and the Professional Fees, this was seconded by Mrs Albinson with all members in favour.

Mr Price referred to the circulated Newsletter drafted by a member of the Action Group and stated that within the Newsletter it suggests one way to support the fight is by donating to a “JustGiving.com” page.
Mr Price explained that an IT Expert will be attending the next Action Group meeting on Thursday 12th December to explain how the “JustGiving.com” page works.
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Mrs Cornwell agreed that she would happily accept any donation cheques via the Parish Council Office, these would need to be marked “Appeal Fund” on the reverse.
(Clerk’s Note: All donations will now be sent to Castle Rising Parish Council).
Mr Price referred to the back page of the Newsletter and said that this is dedicated to encouraging people to come out again and attend the Planning Inquiry.

It was said that a member of the Action Group Committee has volunteered to collate who will be attending on which days to ensure that there are enough people present on each of the days.

Mrs Banks kindly pointed out one or two typos and amendments to the Newsletter.

Finally, Mr Price confirmed that he intends to speak at the inquiry and referred to his circulated draft objections, he asked if anyone had any comments or questions.
Members agreed that the objections were very good, with one minor amendment, Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council accepts the draft objections, this was seconded by Mr Jordan with all members in favour.

Policy   No meeting
7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – See attached Report 
Junior School: - Mr Scales confirmed that no meeting had been held, however, confirmed that a monitoring session had taken place to ensure that everything is up to date as Ofsted are due to visit.
Mr Scales said that the school children have been enjoying the Christmas festivities, with Christmas Church Services, Assemblies and a visit to the Pantomime.

It was said that Mr Scales has been appointed as the Vice Chair of Governors from January 2020.

Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts confirmed that everyone had received a copy of the latest minutes, she reported that the “200 Club” numbers are still low with 123 members.
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She added that the “200 Club” is not expensive to join and money raised does tremendous things on the Park, she stated that a new metal bench has recently been purchased.
South Wootton in Bloom: – No Report
8. CORRESPONDENCE: – 
NCC



Public Transport Services in Norfolk

Info
BCKLWN


Mayors Awards – Design



   “

Ad Meliora


Trust – Members for Board of Directors

   “

Police



November Newsletter



   “

Voluntary Sector Forum
Agenda 4/12/19 & Minutes 10/9/19

   “

CPRE



Fieldwork & Countryside Voice Magazine
   “

K Hunter


Beer Festival





   “

PC Lee Anderton

Invitation to attend SNAP meetings -

   “





10/3/2020 Evening Session






16/3/2020 Afternoon Session

9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated lists below, 

Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount
No




No

202
A Callow


107735
PO & VH Window Clean
  30.00

203
Total Gas & Power

107736
S/Lighting Supply

799.30

204
Total Gas & Power

107737
PO Electric


117.26

205
Total Gas & Power 

107738
VH Electric


129.63

206
CGM



107739
Grass Cutting


722.28

207
CGM



107740
Play Equip Insp

  90.00

208
CGM



107741
Weed Spray


130.74

209
ESPO



107742
VH Gas


  79.89

210
BMAC Gnd Svs

107743
Bins/Litter/WP


150.00

211
MKM



107744
Top Soil – Cem

  56.69

212
Jet Reach


107745
Re-install Bin/Repair Bridge 
  27.00

213
ESPO



107746
New Table


133.20

214
BMAC Gdn Svs

107747
Bins/Litter/Cem

180.00

215
S J Pemberton

107748
Repairs Church Wall            1584.00

216
Anglian Water


107749
Allots Water

 
  73.08

217
SLCC



107750
MK-Membership

140.00

218
ECS Computers

107751
Ink Cart’d


  74.40

219
HMRC



107752
Cont’b Nov


788.03

220
Prudential


107753
AVC – TC – 
Nov

  80.00

220A
Norfolk Pension Fund

D/D 28 Nov
Cont’b –Nov
                        984.24

220B
Mrs T Cornwell

D/D 28 Nov
Salary & Exps – Nov BACS  )
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220C
Mrs M Kirby


D/D 28 Nov
Salary – Nov - BACS  )         2390.33

220D
W W Lucas


D/D 28 Nov
Wages – Nov BACS  )

220E
A J Walker


D/D 28 Nov
Salary & Exps –Nov- BACS )

220F
R McIntyre


D/D 28 Nov
Salary – Nov - BACS  )         

220G
D Philpot


D/D 28 Nov
Wages Nov -  BACS   )         1451.77


220H
Barclays


D/D 28 Nov
Account Charges
    
  57.31

EXTRA ACCOUNTS FOR APPROVAL - at Parish Council Meeting on 10.12.19:

221 
Total Gas & Pwr
107754
S/Lighting Supply – Nov

899.82

222
Total Gas & Pwr
107755
PO Electric – Nov


170.88

223
Total Gas & Pwr
107756
VH Electric – Nov


  40.45

224
Glasdon

107757
Replacement Dog Bin W/P

276.22

225
K & M Lighting

107758
S/Lighting Supply – Dec

454.37

226
BMAC Gdn Svs
107759
Bins/Litter/Cemetery


105.00

227
ECS Computers
107760
Online Back-up/Emails

140.64

228
BCKLWN

107761
VH Premises Licence


180.00

229
Brights


107762
VH Cleaning



405.22

230
SAF Fire Risk Ass
107763
PO & VH Fire Risk Assess

250.00

231
CGM


107764
Grass/Hedge Cutting, WP
          1884.12

231A
Peter Bourner

D/D 10 Dec
Tree Surgery
- N Lane/VH

450.00

231B
Peter Bourner

D/D 10 Dec
Tree Surgery
- VH


900.00

Bank balances as at 29.11.2019
Community Account
      

     
         33,706.32
Step saver a/c
                 
      
                  0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                             225,000.00
Total                                                                                              £258,706.32
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm.
10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 14th January 2020, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
14th January 2020                                                               

     Chairman
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