S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 10th September 2019 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1.  PRESENT: Mr D Price, Mr I Jordan, Mr A Evans, Mr M Narborough, Mr J Smallwood, Mr P Bland, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs D Gotts, Mrs T Banks, Mrs M Albinson, Mr S Wells, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
Public: Mrs J Pomeroy

APOLOGIES: Mr K Reynolds, Mr R Williamson, Mr S Scales and Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds
Fire Evacuation Procedure: Mrs Cornwell explained that in the event of a fire, everyone must leave the building immediately via the main Meeting Room entrance door as indicated. 

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 9th July 2019, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Hofmeister, seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour they were signed by the Chairman.

Extra-ordinary meeting of 29th July 2019, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mrs Albinson with all members in favour they were signed by the Chairman.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mr Smallwood and Mrs Banks declared an interest as they are Allotment Tenants.

4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – Mrs Pomeroy stated that she had attended the meeting to simply observe and she had no questions.
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councillor Nockolds:  See attached Report
Mr Wells enquired about the cashless parking at St James multi-storey car park and asked if this would be rolled out to the other car parks in the town.

Mr Jordan thought that the cashless system is currently being trialed.

County Councillor Eyre:  No Report 
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6.  REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets 
Mr Narborough stated that a meeting had been held on Wednesday 4th September 2019, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

Allotments - Request to sell seeds: Mr Narborough informed members that he had been contacted by an Allotment tenant wishing to set up a seed shop from the shed on his Allotment Plot. 

He explained that Members of the Assets Committee had felt that as the Allotments were given to the Parish within the Enclosure Award for the poor people of the village, it would be inappropriate to allow the sale of seeds or produce from the Allotments.

Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should refuse the request due to its commercial nature; this was seconded by Mrs Albinson with one abstention, all other members were in favour.

Village Hall - Review of Charges:  Mr Narborough explained that this matter had been raised by Mr McIntyre, the Village Hall Caretaker who had queried whether the Parish Council should charge an additional fee for setting up the Village Hall in a particular way for various hirers.

Members of the Assets Committee had felt that any additional charges will only impact on our regular loyal customers and setting up should be part of the Village Hall Caretaker Duties.

Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should keep the Village Hall charges the same and that setting up is part of the Caretaker Duties, this was seconded by Mrs Albinson with all members in favour.
Village Hall Storage Extension:  Mr Narborough confirmed that the Parish Council is no longer pursuing the Extension to the Village Hall, however, explained that storage solutions were still under investigation.

He explained that Mr Jordan is currently investigating the cost of purchasing foldable banquet style tables, which will help to conserve space within the Village Hall.

In addition to this, removal of the little used Stage had also been investigated as this would provide additional storage space. 
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Mr Narborough said that he had spoken to various hirers as well as Rev James Nash, who have all confirmed that the Stage is rarely used and if removed would provide valuable floor space. 

After further discussion, Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should remove the Stage, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister, with one member against, all other members were in favour.
Rear of Village Hall:  Mr Narborough commented that the outside of the Village Hall at the rear of the building, has also become untidy with various items discarded such as traffic cones and other rubbish including the old Fete stalls.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that most of the items had been placed at the rear of the Village Hall as they had been removed from the old dilapidated shed which was removed earlier in the year.

Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should hire a Skip for the disposal of the items, this was seconded by Mr Price with all members in favour.
Mr Narborough stated that an old rotten tree also needs removing from the area.

Members were happy for Mrs Cornwell to contact Mr Peter Bourner to ask him to remove the tree. 
Cemetery - Changes to the Rules Governing the Management of the Cemetery:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that changes to the Rules Governing the Management of the Cemetery were necessary following the incident of the Headstone which had fallen over.
Members confirmed that they had seen a copy of the circulated amended Rules.

Mrs Gotts proposed that the Parish Council should accept the amendments to the Rules Governing the Management of the Cemetery, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.

Mrs Cornwell stated that the Rules Governing the Management of the Cemetery are advertised within the Parish Noticeboards, on the Parish Website and are also given to the local Funeral Directors and Stone Masons.

New Application Form to Erect a Memorial:  It was explained that following the recent incident when a Headstone had been erected in the Cemetery without indicating the full details for approval, Mrs Cornwell had created a more formal application which covers all aspects of Memorial detail which may be requested.
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Members stated that Mrs Cornwell had done an excellent job of the form, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should accept the new Application Form to Erect a Memorial, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister, with one abstention, all other members were in favour.
Request for more Shingle:  Mr Narborough referred to the Assets minutes and explained that one load of shingle (12.5 tonnes) and a roll of weed suppressant material had already been delivered and laid on the Cemetery paths, however following the root cutting of the Poplar Tree stumps and weed killing of the area, additional shingle and weed suppressant would be needed to complete the job.

Mr Narborough said that the cost of the additional shingle and weed suppressant material would cost in the region of £1,200.

Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should purchase the additional shingle and weed suppressant material to complete the job, this was seconded by Mr Price with all members in favour.

Untidy Cemetery Banks:  Mrs Banks stated that following a recent visit to the Cemetery, she was disappointed to see that the Cemetery banks were overgrown and untidy and asked if they could be planted.

Mrs Cornwell informed members that the Cemetery banks are scheduled to be cut twice per year and said that perhaps the Parish Council should hold fire for the time being as when the new Cemetery area is developed, the banks may be removed.

New Cemetery Flower Meadow:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the New Cemetery Flower Meadow and explained that weeds on the paths have been a problem this year.

It was explained that with burials likely to take place in that area sometime soon, members of the Assets Committee had proposed that the area is cut and kept tidy.
After lengthy discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the New Cemetery Flower Meadow should be cut, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with four members against and seven members in favour, the proposal was carried.
Mrs Cornwell said that she will add the cutting of the Flower Meadow onto the CGM Ltd Schedule and confirmed that it will be cut on a fortnightly basis from March until October.
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Mr Smallwood spoke regarding an Ash Tree situated in the boundary of the new Cemetery Area and explained that this is suffering from Ash Die back, it was felt that the Parish Council should keep an eye on the situation.
Finance
External Audit:  Mrs Cornwell was pleased to report that a response has now been received from PKF Littlejohn LLP, the External Auditors, who have had no comments to make.

She clarified that this is a good situation and the Parish Council Accounts have passed the Audit.

Mr Jordan confirmed that the next Finance Committee meeting is scheduled to be held on Wednesday 2nd October when the half year accounts will be discussed.

Mr Narborough proposed a vote of thanks to Mrs Cornwell and Mr Jordan for producing and managing the Parish Council Accounts.

Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price with the Bank Statements for July and August 2019 and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Price was happy that everything balanced, he and Mr Jordan, the Chairman of the Finance Committee initialled the Bank Statements. 
Planning  

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Appeal Under Section 78

16/02231/OM – Land West of Knights Hill:  Mr Bland informed members that Notification of Intention to Submit an Appeal has been received for the Land West of Knights Hill.

He said that the appeal will be against the Borough Council of Kings Lynn and West Norfolk for refusal of the Planning Application.

The likely submission date of the appeal was Friday 6th September 2019 and the proposed duration of the inquiry is estimated to be four days.
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Mr Bland said that North and South Wootton Parish Councils along with Castle Rising Parish Council must motivate its residents to oppose it again and get ready to submit its own objections.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that she had already contacted Cllr Nockolds to confirm that the Parish Council will support the Borough Council in its fight against the appeal.

Cllr Nockolds has confirmed that she is happy to attend any meetings that the Parish Council may have regarding the situation. 

Neighbourhood Plan: Mr Price referred to the Planning Committee Meeting minutes of 2nd September 2019 and to the drop-in session he had attended earlier in the year with Mr Alan Gomm, the Local Development Framework Manager at the Borough Council.

He explained that it had been recommended that as the Neighbourhood Plan is almost five years old it should be updated.

He explained that he could not see any major amendments and felt that any minor amendments could be incorporated quite easily, any major amendments may need to go through the consultation process again and a possible referendum may need to be held.

Mr Price confirmed that it would be of benefit to update and renew the Neighbourhood Plan as one of the advantages is that if we have a Neighbourhood Plan less than two years old and fits certain criteria – (listed in the Planning Minutes of 2/9/2019), South Wootton could be protected from the Local Authorities Land Allocations.
Members agreed that a small sub-committee should be formulated early next year to review the Neighbourhood Plan.
Fees for 16/02231/OM – Land West of Knights Hill Objections:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that an email had been received from Lord Howard and Mr David Goddard outlining the fees which had been paid for the initial fight against the proposed Knights Hill Development along with two invoices.

Mrs Cornwell provided a full and detailed account of the Expenditure Invoices and various payments / contributions which had been made towards the total cost and explained that this leaves an outstanding balance of £1,918.54.
Lord Howard and Mr Goddard had suggested that this outstanding balance should be split three ways between North and South Wootton Parish Councils and Castle Rising Parish Council (£639.51 each).
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After discussion, Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should pay its share of £639.51, this was seconded by Mr Evans with all members in favour. 

Policy
Mr Smallwood confirmed that a meeting had been held on 9th September 2019 when two documents had been reviewed.

Policy for the Proper Use of the Green:  Mr Smallwood confirmed that members of the Policy Committee had reviewed the document and there had been three minor amendments and one typo correction, Mr Smallwood proposed that the Parish Council accepts the Policy for the Proper Use of the Green, this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.

South Wootton Parish Council Action Plan 2019-20: 

Mr Smallwood explained that Mrs Cornwell had prepared the Action Plan for 2019-20, which had been circulated to all members of the Policy Committee, with one small addition and one typo correction,  Mr Smallwood proposed that the Parish Council accepts the SWPC Action Plan 2019-20; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.

7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: –No Report 
Junior School: - No Report 
Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts confirmed that everything was as per the Assets Minutes:

Once again vandalism had taken place on the Park over the summer, with graffiti appearing on the Cycle Inhibitors and the Skate Ramp, an old Christmas Tree has been dumped along the Cycle path, sadly another Picnic Bench has been destroyed by fire on Saturday evening and bricks have been removed from one corner of the Pavilion building.

All incidents have been reported to the Police and Crime Numbers have been issued.
It was said that some names of possible perpetrators have been received following a Facebook appeal.
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South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Albinson confirmed that earlier in the day she had attended the Anglia in Bloom Awards, when after some confusion, it was confirmed that South Wootton had been awarded a Silver Gilt Award.
In addition to this she was pleased to report that South Wootton had won “Best Small Town” Award.

Members congratulated Mrs Albinson and the South Wootton in Bloom team for their hard work and effort throughout the year.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – 
Police


Connect Message





Info
9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated lists below, 

Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount
No




No

91
A Callow


107624
PO & VH Window Clean
  40.00

92
BMAC Gdn Svs

107625
Various Jobs


275.00

93
CPRE



107626
Rural Housing Conf

  25.00

94
Jet Reach


107627
Install Bench/Fence Posts
415.79

95
Total Gas & Power

107628
Street Lighting Supply

615.87

96
Total Gas & Power

107629
PO Electric – June

  34.36

97
Total Gas & Power

107630
VH Electric – June

110.95

98
Middleton Aggregates

107631
Shingle – Cemetery

518.40

99
CGM



107632
Grass Cutting


340.74

100
BMAC Gdn Svs

107633
Various Jobs


230.00

101
CGM



107634
Play Equip Insp/Tree Surg 
420.00

102
K & M Lighting Svs 

107635
Repairs – Nursery Lane
  90.00

103
Mr W Border


107636
Guttering W/P Pavilion
  90.94

104
CGM



107637
Play Equip Insp

  30.00

105
Brights



107638
VH Cleaning


405.22

106
CGM



107639
Play Equip Insp

  60.00

107
Jet Reach


107640
W/P Bridge/C/path post
595.27

108
Prudential


107641
AVC – TC – July

  80.00

109
HMRC



107642
Cont’b July


838.63

109A
Norfolk Pension Fund

D/D 29 July
Cont’b –July
                        984.24

109B
Mrs T Cornwell

D/D 29 July
Salary & Exps – July BACS  )

109C
Mrs M Kirby


D/D 29 July
Salary – July  - BACS  )        2406.96
109D
W W Lucas


D/D 29 July
Wages – June BACS  )
109E
A J Walker


D/D 29 July
Salary & Exps –July- BACS )

109F
R McIntyre


D/D 29 July
Salary – July - BACS  )         1178.72

109G
P Bourner


D/D 29 July
Tree Surgery


450.00

109H
BT



D/D 01 July
Telephone & Internet

232.81

109I
Barclays


D/D 05 July
Account Chgs

   
  45.88
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110
CGM



107643
Grass Cutting/Play Equip       722.28

111
Jet Reach


107644
St Marys Drain Cover Reps
  50.00 

112
BMAC Gdn Svs

107645
Bins/Cem/Weeds/Materials
423.00

113
A Callow


107646
PO & VH Window Clean           60.00

114
Caloo Ltd


107647
Zip Wire Repairs
            594.00

115
PKF Littlejohn 


107648
Audit 2018/19

 
720.00

116
MKM 



107649
Weed Suppressant
 
234.54

117
ECS Computers

107650
Eamil & Backup

140.64

118
BMAC Gdn Svs

107651
Bins/Litter


325.00

119
K & M Lighting


107652
Street Lighting Maint-Aug
454.37

120
D & E Builders


107653
VH Helefix


420.00

121
NIM Plumbing


107654
VH Heating Flush

894.00

122
Hugh Harris Ltd

107655
Air Skier Repairs

174.00

123
Imperative Training

107656
Defib Service


297.90

124
Golden Tree Surgeons
107657
W/P Tree Works

100.00

125
CGM



107658
W/P Play Equip Insp

  30.00

126
Bright’s


107659
VH Cleaning


405.22

127
HMRC



107660
Cont’b – Aug


838.23

128
Prudential


107661
TC – AVC


  80.00

128A
Norfolk Pension Fund

D/D 12 Aug
Cont’b –Aug
                        984.24

128B
Mrs T Cornwell

D/D 12 Aug
Salary & Exps – Aug BACS  )

128C
Mrs M Kirby


D/D 12 Aug 
Salary – Aug  - BACS  )        2378.38
128D
W W Lucas


D/D 12 Aug
Wages – Aug BACS  )
128E
A J Walker


D/D 12 Aug
Salary & Exps –Aug- BACS )

128F
R McIntyre


D/D 12 Aug
Salary – Aug - BACS  )         1119.95

128G
Stump Grinding Svs

D/D 13 Aug
Cem Tree Roots

450.00

129
Richard King Memorials
107662
Memorial Renovations
220.00

130
A Callow


107663
PO & VH Window Cleaning
  30.00

131
Pattrick & Thompsons

107664
Stakes – Cemetery

  50.40

132
Anglian Chemicals

107665
VH Floor Cleaner

  46.54

133
JD Cooling


107666
VH Air Conditioning Svs
192.00

134
K & M Lighting


107667
Street Lighting Maint – Sept   454.37

135
4 Way Electrical

107668
VH Solar Panel Repairs
712.40

136
Golden Tree Surgeons
107669
W/P Tree Survey

602.50

137
Anglian Water


107670
Allots Water


  71.54

138
ECS Computers

107671
Toner Cartridge

227.99

139
Mole Control & Pest Svs
107672
Allots Rats


  54.00

140
Total Gas & Power

107673
Street Lighting Supply – July
633.75

141
Total Gas & Power

107674
VH Electric – July

113.73

142
Total Gas & Power

107675
PO Electric – July

  35.78

143
BMAC Gdn Svs

107676
Cem Maint & Materials
  92.50

Bank balances as at 30.8.2019
Community Account
      

     
         44,030.64
Step saver a/c
                 
      
                  0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                             225,000.00
Total                                                                                              £269,030.64
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10. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS: See attached
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm.
11. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 8th October 2019, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
8th October 2019                                                               

     Chairman
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