S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Virtual Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7pm on Tuesday, 13th October 2020 

The Coronavirus Bill which was recently passed in Parliament formally removes the requirement for Parish Councils to hold their Annual Meeting and allow virtual meetings until May 2021 if necessary. The Parish Council will proceed with meetings in this way for the foreseeable future. It also allows the Chairman and Vice Chair of the Council and Committees to continue in office until May 2021. 

1.  PRESENT: Mr I Jordan, Mr S Wells, Mr S Scales, Mr H Hofmeister, Mr P Bland, Mrs T Banks, Mr A Evans, Mrs M Albinson, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
Mr Chris Tilley – Clayland Estates Ltd
Public: Mrs T C

APOLOGIES: Mr D Price, Mr J Smallwood, Mrs D Gotts, Mr M Narborough, Mr R Williamson, Mr K Reynolds, and Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 8th September 2020, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mr Bland declared an interest as he lives adjacent to the proposed Clayland Development site and Mrs Banks declared an Interest as she is an Allotment Tenant.  
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – Mr Jordan welcomed Mrs C to the evenings meeting and asked her if she had any questions or anything that she wished to say.

Mrs C thanked members for allowing her to attend the meeting, she explained that she had recently moved into the area from Surrey and was interested in what happens in the Parish Council, she said that her previous Parish Council was very active and wondered if South Wootton was the same.

Mr Jordan assured Mrs C that South Wootton is also an active Parish Council and said that he was pleased that Mrs C was interested. 
It was said that during this unpresented period of lockdown, if any member of the public has any questions, they would like to ask the Parish Council, they should email or call the office on KL 671692. All questions will be put forward to the Parish Council and a response will be sent to individuals and collated within the minutes. Members of the public can also request to attend the meeting virtually by requesting the link. Details can be found on the Parish Councils website.
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Mr Jordan then welcomed Mr Tilley from Clayland Estates Ltd and confirmed that all members had been provided with the revised plan of the development site and notes from an earlier conversation Mr Tilley had had with Mrs Cornwell.
Mr Jordan commented that the revised plan looks much better and as expected from the presentation initially given to the Parish Council some three years ago.

Mr Jordan reiterated that along with Clayland Estates, the Parish Council is not happy with the through road to adjoin the Camland Development site.

Mr Tilley thanked the Parish Council for working with them, however, stated that he was disappointed with the Parish Councils initial objection letter stating that it was unhappy with the proposals, he added that the Planning Application was not a sales pack and that it had never been intended to construct the properties in all red brick with black roof tiles.
He was confident that the Parish Council had since been assured and is happy that a mix of quality materials will be used. 

Regarding the three-storey properties, Mr Tilley explained that they had to provide a good mix of properties. He clarified that the three-storey properties are indeed 2.5 storey with attic trusses, of which two have been situated in the middle of the site, he hoped that the Parish Council would view those dwellings as two-storey and not three.

Mr Tilley spoke regarding the drainage situation and confirmed that after discussions with both the Flood Authority and Anglian Water it had been agreed that ground surface water would be stored underground in drains and attenuated slowly away under Grimston Road and out in the direction of the Golf Club.

Regarding the through road access to the Camland site, Mr Tilley explained that Clayland Estates had always wanted a stand alone site, however, when the Planning Application went before the Planning Authority the plans had been submitted by a Borough Council Officer with the road going through, however, thankfully the application had been passed with no through road.
Mr Tilley stated that Clayland had offered Pedestrian / Cycle way access to the Camland site but no through road for vehicles including buses and Emergency vehicles.

Finally, it was said that the issue of clustering the Affordable Housing had also been addressed and those type of properties have now been pepper potted around the site.
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Mr Jordan asked each member present for their thoughts regarding the amended plans and the comments made by Mr Tilley. 

After discussion, members felt that the concerns they had previously had now been resolved, however, all felt that the Parish Council should reiterate to the Borough Council Planning Department that no vehicular through road should be allowed to the Camland Development site.

Mr Bland enquired about the entrance to the site and the 90m strip either side and asked where the land for this would be coming from.

Mr Tilley explained the situation and stated that Grimston Road would be widened at that point by moving it north and using existing Norfolk County Council Highways land.

After further discussion, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council supports the revised Planning Application with No through road to the Camland Development site, this was seconded by Mr Evans, with one abstention, all other members were in favour.

Mr Tilley thanked members for allowing him to attend the meeting and said that he was always contactable by phone or email, he also confirmed that he would keep the Parish Council informed of any progress.

Mr Tilley left the meeting. 
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councillor Nockolds:  See attached Report
Borough Councillor Middleton:  No Report
County Councillor Report: Mrs Banks was disappointed to note that once again no County Councillor Report had been received.

Mrs Cornwell stated that Borough Cllr Middleton is currently standing in as County Councillor and said that she would contact him to request a report for next time.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that if any Parish Councillors have any questions, they would like to direct to our Borough Councillors, please email them to the office and she will ensure that they are forwarded, and the replies collated within the minutes.
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6.  REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets 
Entrance to the Allotments: Mrs Cornwell explained that the entrance to the Allotments had become problematic with cars turning into the area causing large ruts.

It was acknowledged that the recent laying of the cockleshells had improved the driveways, but it was felt that a more permanent solution was needed at that entrance area.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that three quotations had been obtained to lay 59 sqm of tarmac in a ‘T’ shape at the entrance.

Supreme Surfacing 
£2,580

CCL


£7,200

Neville Godfrey
£2,650

Mrs Cornwell explained the slight variance between the specification of the quotes and clarified that the quote from Supreme Surfacing was for a slightly deeper tarmac and included a 20mm sub base, a base course of asphalt, laid to a thickness of 40mm and a finish surface of an additional heavy duty 10mm SMA surface course asphalt.
Mr Jordan confirmed to members that reserve funds from the Allotments funds are available to pay for the work.

Comment was made that Supreme Surfacing is the most competitive quote and that they have carried out good work for the Parish Council in the past, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council ask Supreme Surfacing to carry out the work to the Allotments entrance as per their specification at a cost of £2,580.00, this was seconded by Mrs Banks with all members in favour.
Rules regarding Bonfires: Mrs Cornwell informed members that over the summertime several complaints had been received from neighbouring residents regarding bonfires taking place at the Allotments.

She explained that the Parish Council does have rules in place regarding Controlled burning which asks Tenants to be considerate when having bonfires, to compost as much as possible, to burn with a minimum of smoke in small quantities etc.., however, during the summer bonfire numbers have increased which has caused an obvious problem to residents who have hung their washing out to dry or who are simply enjoying their gardens.
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One incident involved a neighbouring resident being told by a Tenant that the Allotments were there before them so why did they move there.
Mrs Cornwell drew members attention to the Borough Council’s rules which state that no burning can take place at their Allotments between 1st March and 31st October. 

Members agreed that the situation was unfair for the neighbouring residents, however, felt that the period was slightly too long, as some materials such as sweetcorn stalks and raspberry canes need disposing of sooner as they cannot be composted.  Concerns were raised that these materials may be found dumped at the Allotments.

After discussion, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council allows no burning at the Grimston Road Allotments between 1st March and 30th September, and any breach of this will result in Allotment Tenants having their tenancy terminated, this was seconded by Mrs Albinson with all members in favour.
Members agreed that the rule should come into effect immediately and that Tenants should be informed by letter.

Allotments Back Hedge:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that currently the front hedge is cut by CGM Ltd annually in October/November, however, the back hedge is not included within the contract and has become overgrown and in some areas impassable. 
Mrs Cornwell explained that she had spoken to Mr Narborough about the situation and had contacted CGM Ltd for a quote to cut back the rear hedge.
It was confirmed that CGM Ltd had been out to look at the hedge and as the area is inaccessible at some points the work to cut the hedge down to 8 or 9 ft would have to be carried out by two operatives by hand at a cost of £700 +VAT.

Mrs Cornwell stated that this would be a high one-off cost and the hedge could be simply trimmed next year at a cheaper rate.

After discussion to confirm that the work needs doing, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council ask CGM Ltd to carry out the work at a cost of £700 +VAT, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.

Oak Tree of The Green:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that following the recent storms a large oak tree situated near to the picnic tables opposite the Swan Pub had become cracked down the centre and severely damaged and subsequently removed as a matter of urgency. 
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She explained that Mr Smallwood had been in touch to request that the tree is replaced.

Mrs Cornwell explained that due to the amount of vandalism happening currently in that area, she felt that if a replacement tree was planted, it would only be a matter of time before it too would be damaged causing expense and upset.

Members asked if the Parish Council knew who was responsible for the recent vandalism.

Mrs Cornwell said that she did not know, however, said that PC David Allcock would visit the area when he is next working a Saturday night shift.

After discussion, Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council should leave discussions regarding planting a replacement tree and type of tree until the Springtime, this was seconded by Mr Jordan with all members in favour.
Village Hall Hire:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that she had been contacted by Sarah Burke, from Kumon Maths regarding the possibility of returning her group to the Village Hall.

She said that she had discussed the situation with Mr Price, Mr Jordan and Mr Narborough who had felt that as the children who attend the Kumon Maths sessions are all different children, from different schools and different ages, the suggestion would not be acceptable in the current Coronavirus situation.

Mrs Cornwell added that the Pre-school bubble is working well and asked members if they were happy for Mrs Jen Rudd and the Pre-school to continue with exclusive use of the Village Hall until Christmas.
After discussion, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council allow the Pre-School exclusive use of the Village Hall until Christmas, this was seconded by Mr Evans with all members in favour.
Finance
To discuss the half year accounts: Mr Jordan explained that all members had received a detailed printout of the finances.  He explained that the figure in the spend column should be approximately half of the Budget, being just over in some areas due to one off payments. 
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It was confirmed that the Net spend to the end of September 2020 is £41,710.41 against a Budget of £95,630.00. Receipt of a £10,000 Covid Grant received from the Borough Council for loss of earnings in the Village Hall had been gratefully received.
With no questions and all members happy, Mr Jordan proposed that the Finances are a correct record of the half year accounts; this was seconded by Mr Scales with all members in favour.
Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.

Mrs Cornwell had provided Mr Jordan and Mr Price with the Bank Statements for September 2020 and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Mr Jordan was happy that everything balanced and being Chairman of the Finance Committee, he initialled the Bank Statements. 
Planning  
Planning Reports:  Mr Bland explained that all members had been provided with a copy of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and Decisions. He stated that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email.

9 Acre Field – Nursery Lane:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that she had been in touch with Mr Chris Lister from Hopkins and Moore Homes regarding the transfer of the remaining land to the Parish Council, she confirmed that the paperwork is almost ready to be completed.

Comment was made that currently the Car Park area is still being used as a work site, however, it is hoped that this will be completed with new tarmac laid by the end of the month.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that she had spoken to Mr Cameron Green from Ward Gethin Archer Solicitors who has said that he is still happy to do our paperwork and Hopkins and Moore have stated that they are still happy to pay our legal expenses.
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Referring back to the Car Park area, Mrs Cornwell said that some thought would need to be given as to how it can be secured to avoid vehicles parking up and causing a nuisance in the evenings.

She stated that after speaking with County Council Highways, it had been said that they often use nice lockable and removable wooden bollards as used between Pine Road and the Deas Road Estate, alternatively a three bar fence with gate could be installed.

Mrs Cornwell informed members that Mr Chis Lister from Hopkins and Moore has agreed that they are happy with the Parish Council going ahead and installing whatever they would like.
Mr Hofmeister asked if the residents had any preference to what type of security is used at the area.

Mrs Cornwell said they had not indicated, however, had thought that the Car Park would provide a good overspill Car Park for use by the Football Club.

Members agreed that they would look at the Pine Road / Deas Road Estate bollard and think about the matter prior to the next meeting.

Old Rectory – Hall Lane:  Mr Evans enquired about the Planning Application for the Old Rectory and asked if there had been any updates regarding the Planning Permission or the large Copper Beech Tree which unfortunately has honey fungus.

Mrs Cornwell stated that the decision regarding the Planning Application had not yet been received.
Mrs Kirby said that she would speak to Mr Richard Fisher, the Tree Officer at the Borough Council to find out the situation regarding the tree.

Traffic issues at Sandy Lane:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that she had been contacted by several Sandy Lane residents regarding speeding traffic and inconsiderate parking issues.
She explained that she had contacted Mrs Sally Bettinson – NCC Highways Engineer regarding the problems and had been informed that if the Parish Council wished to pursue the installation of double yellow lines they would have to pay all associated costs which would be in the region of £6,000 to £8,000, however, there would be insufficient Police provision to enforce it and issue tickets.

Members discussed the matter and agreed that the problem is not large enough to justify spending that amount of money.
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Mr Wells suggested that we contact PC David Allcock to request that he visits the area as part of his rounds.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the Police have been copied into all correspondence and have also liaised with the residents.

Mrs Cornwell stated that another request received was to reduce the speed limit to 20 mph, again Mrs Bettinson had advised that if the Parish Council wanted to pursue this idea, it too would cost in the region of £6,000 to £8,000, again with no Police enforcement.

Members discussed the matter and felt that any residents experiencing traffic issues should report the problems as and when they occur directly to the Police. 

With all members happy, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council does not pursue the installation of Double Yellow Lines or the reduction in Speed Limit at Sandy Lane, this was seconded by Mr Wells with all members in favour.
Policy   Nothing to Report
7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – See attached Report
Junior School: - Mr Scales stated that the children are getting used to the one-way system around the school and the attendance rate is high.
He added that he had not been made aware of any Coronavirus cases in the school.
Wootton Park: – It was confirmed that a meeting had been held on 29th September 2020, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

Mrs Kirby said that the only matter that needed consideration was the Football Clubs request to paint the Pavilion Dark Olive Green.

It was said that the Wootton Park Committee had no problem with the request however, felt that permission should be sought from both Parish Councils.

Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council allows the Football Club to paint the Pavilion Dark Olive Green, this was seconded by Mr Evans with all members in favour.
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South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Albinson reported that members of the SWiB team are continuing to do what they can and are continuing to keep things tidy.

Some money has been raised by selling apples.

Mr and Mrs Mills have been doing a good job of the various flower beds and baskets and things are looking good.

Mr Wells said that he had spoken to a work colleague who lives in the Oak Avenue area who had commented how lovely everywhere looks and wished him to pass on his thanks to Mr and Mrs Mills and the SWiB team for their efforts.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list.
9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated list.
Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount
No




No

109
CGM



Grass Cutting




809.22

110
Stratfords


PPE





  80.70

111
Total Gas & Power

107962
S/Lighting Supply - Aug
612.20

112
Total Gas & Power

107963
PO Electric


  42.30

113
Total Gas & Power

107964
VH Electric


  91.04

114
Imperative Training

107965
Defib Pads – VH

118.80

115
Bourne Carpets & Flooring
107966
VH Flooring

       10,920.00

116
CGM



107967
W/P Play Equip Insp
  
  90.00

117
P J Windows


107968
Bus Shelter Cleaning
  
  75.00

118
Jet Reach


107969
Fit sign & Padlock

  20.00

119
J D Cooling


107970
VH Air Con service

192.00

120
Complete Garage Drs

107971
PO Shutter repairs
  
  84.00

121
Skippy Hire


107972
Skip Hire


115.00

122
Floorbay


107973
Floor Cleaner

  
  32.48

123
Brights



107974
VH Deep Clean

  67.54

124
Viking



107975
Stationery & Stamps

228.75

125
ESPO



107976
VH Gas


  40.35

126
Pattrick & Thompson

107977
Padlock 


    7.36

127
CPRE



107978
Annual Subs


  36.00

128
Wootton Park Ass

107979
Cont’b Inter Board

456.12

129
CGM



107980
W/P Play Equip Insp
  
  30.00

130
Magpie Security

107981
Keys – Bollard

  
  15.98

131
HMRC



107982
Cont’b Sept

          1010.57

131A
Mrs T Cornwell

BACS 29 Sept Salary & Exps – Sept  )

131B
Mrs M Kirby


BACS 29 Sept Salary – Sept -  ) 
          2934.60

131C
R McIntyre


BACS 29 Sept Salary & Exps – Sept  )  

131D
A J Walker


BACS 29 Sept Salary – Sept  )  
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131E
D Philpot


BACS 29 Sept Salary - Sept )
      

131F
S Wightman


BACS 29 Sept Wages - Sept )                     1444.30

131G
Norfolk Pension Fund

BACS 29 Sept Cont’b  - Sept
         
          1085.10

131H
BMAC Garden Services
BACS
29 Sept Bins/Litter/Allots etc

705.99

131I
UK Power Networks

BACS 29 Sept – Avon Rd Light
          1015.20

131J
Peter Bourner


BACS 29 Sept –Tree Surgery
            750.00

131K
Prudential


BACS
29 Sept  AVC – TC –Sept
   
  80.00

131L
Barclays


D/D 29 Sept – Account Charges
              24.77

132
ECS



107983
Online Backup + Email
161.76

133
Anglian Water


107984
Water – Allotments

  61.76

134
Anglian Water


107985
Water – Allotments

211.28

135
NWPC



107986
Share of Expenses    
          1341.90

136
Mole Control & Pest Svs
107987
Baiting 


108.00

137
Complete Garage Dr Svs
107988
Pavilion Shutter

328.46

138
CGM



107989
W/P Play Equip Insp
              99.00

139
K & M Lighting


107990
Maint – Oct


454.37
Plus, Accounts received since circulated list:

140
Total Gas & Power

107991
Street Lighting Supply -Sept
691.61


141
Total Gas & Power

107992
Parish Office Elect – Sept        42.27

142
Total Gas & Power

107993
V Hall Electric – Sept               99.04

143
Anglian Water


107994
P Office Water 16/3 – 4/9         54.76
144
Jet Reach


107995
Re-install Bin – Green

  40.00
145
CGM Ltd


107996
Grass Cutting – Sept              360.24

146
SWiB



107997
Donation


500.00
147
Verity Gamble


107998
V H Deposit – Refund

  50.00
148
ESPO



107999
Village Hall Gas – Sept            45.27
Bank balances as at 30.9.2020
Community Account
     
                               38,882.49

Step saver a/c
                 
      
                  0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                             235,000.00
Total                                                                                              £273,882.49
Mr Jordan gave his thanks to Mrs Cornwell and Mrs Kirby for continuing to manage the Parish Office and carry out their duties during this difficult time and thanked all members for their contributions towards the meeting.
Thanks, were also given to Mrs Cornwell for the nice piece she had submitted into the Contact Magazine regarding the recent retirement of Mr Tony Walker, Deputy Village Hall Caretaker.
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10. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:  None
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20pm.
11. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 10th November 2020, Virtual meeting.
10th November 2020                                                               

     Chairman
-99-

