SOUTH WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL
Straight into the New Year, the Parish Council review the Finances and consider the Precept for the year commencing 1st April 2021. It has been an unprecedented year with the Covid outbreak, and it looks like it will be a little longer before we can all have the vaccine and get back to some kind of normality. We have carefully considered all the various outgoings planned for this new Financial year and with a vast drop in our income mainly from the Village Hall we have had to increase our budget slightly to keep things ticking over as normal. Our budget has increased by £2000 for the whole year, this is because the Government has increased the percentage of Pension contributions the Parish Council has to pay, in precept terms this equates to about £57 per annum per Band D property. The Finance Committee scrutinise all expenditure and will keep tight control on our outgoings throughout the year, to make sure we continue with the services we provide but keep spending under close review.
I think most residents will have noticed over the past few weeks the Village Pond has overflowed. This is becoming a problem with extra rainfall we now seem to be getting during the winter months. The Parish Council have been in touch with our local drainage expert and we have made sure the pipes running from the pond to Low Road are running freely, however we are currently waiting for Norfolk County Council to come and clear the pipes in the Low Road/Nursery Lane area. A meeting is to be arranged with our Local Highway’s Engineer to map the drainage system and jet all the drains. It is hoped that we will obtain a better understanding of the drainage system so this problem can be avoided next year. 

The Parish Council have been asked to look at possibly providing a small footpath between Nursery Close and Common Lane. The little track that exists is currently used significantly by residents coming from the Cycle path and Avon Road area. At present during the winter months this is a bit of a muddy mess. The Parish Council have gone out for three quotes for the work and once received it is hoped that this new footpath can be provided. 
Planning Matters continue to take up a great deal of time at the Parish Council, over the Christmas period the Reserved Matters for the Larkfleet Application came forward, this is for the area of land behind South Wootton Junior School. Reserved Matters gives the full details of the site, it shows the roadways’ play areas, areas of open green space and all the different house types proposed. Although the closing date for public comment was 2nd January 2021, it is not too late to get your comments sent into the Borough Council. This will be the last opportunity to change the way the site will look, the way the properties are configured and indeed the types of property that are being provided. If you would like to make comment, the Planning Application No is 20/01954/RMM. Or you can type in this link and it will take you straight to the correct place to type in the Planning Application number https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/
Although our two Village Schools are closed at the moment, except for Key Worker children, work is being provided for home learning, those who have not had access to ipad’s previously, provision is now in place. Work is set every day. The Pre-school is still up and running in the Village Hall and the Parish Council are doing everything we can to support this service for our local families. 

During December, the children from North Wootton Academy took part in the building of a Bug Hotel at Wootton Park. A super Interpretation Board was provided with the help of a grant and additional finances from North and South Wootton Parish Council’s. The construction took about one hour, and the children were all given a paper copy of the Interpretation Board to take away with them. If you walk through the park, please take a look. The Bug Hotel is positioned near to the Car Park area.

Finally, let us think of better times to come, Spring will soon be upon us and the bulbs will be coming through, we will all eventually get our Covid Vaccinations and although these times will never ever be forgotten, hopefully with the strength of our friends and families we can all start to rebuild our lives. Warmest wishes to all.
Unfortunately, the office is still not physically open to the public, but we are here answering your emails and taking your telephone calls.  Parish Council Meetings continue to take place virtually. Remember, Agendas and Notices are on the website and in the Parish Notice Boards. 
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