
S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Virtual Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7pm on Tuesday, 12th January 2021. 

The Coronavirus Bill which was recently passed in Parliament formally removes the requirement for Parish Councils to hold their Annual Meeting and allow virtual meetings until May 2021 if necessary. The Parish Council will proceed with meetings in this way for the foreseeable future. It also allows the Chairman and Vice Chair of the Council and Committees to continue in office until May 2021. 

1.  PRESENT: Mr D Price, Mr I Jordan, Mr M Narborough, Mr S Wells, Mr S Scales, Mr P Bland, Mrs T Banks, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds 

Public: Mrs T C

APOLOGIES: Mr J Smallwood, Mrs D Gotts, Mr R Williamson, Mr A Evans, Mrs M Albinson, and Mr K Reynolds due to ill health.
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 8th December 2020, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Bland with one abstention, all other members were in favour.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant.    
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – Mr Price welcomed Mrs C to the evenings meeting and explained that she simply wished to observe proceedings. 
It was said that during this unpresented period of lockdown, if any member of the public has any questions, they would like to ask the Parish Council, they should email or call the office on KL 671692. All questions will be put forward to the Parish Council and a response will be sent to individuals and collated within the minutes. Members of the public can also request to attend the meeting virtually by requesting the link. Details can be found on the Parish Councils website.
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councillor Nockolds:  See attached Report.
Mrs Banks enquired about the reopening of the shops within the town following this current Lockdown period and was concerned about the numbers of people being allowed into the shops and asked if these would be limited.
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Cllr Nockolds confirmed that the Borough Council still has its “Covid Marshalls” in place who are available to offer advice.

Borough Councillor Middleton:  No Report
County Councillor Report:  No Report
Mrs Cornwell reminded members that should they have any questions regarding Borough or County Council matters, they can email them to the office, and she will ensure that they are forwarded, and the replies collated within the minutes.

6.  REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets 
Footpath from Nursery Close to Common Lane:  Mr Narborough explained that following the December Parish Council meeting, three quotes had been obtained to install a tarmac footpath to run through the trees from Nursery Close to Common Lane.
West Norfolk Surfacing £4,400

Neville Godfrey £4,215

Supreme Surfacing £2,850, although it was explained that this quote had not specified the exact detail of the work. 

Comment was made that Neville Godfrey has carried out work for the Parish Council in the past and members agreed that it is always to a high standard, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council asks Neville Godfrey to carry out the work to install a footpath between Nursery Close and Common Lane at a cost of £4,215, this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.

Mr Jordan confirmed that the work would be funded from the Parish Council reserves.

Mr Narborough stated that when he met Neville Godfrey on site, he had indicated that if approval was given, he could carry out the work at the end of February, subject to COVID.

Entrance to the Allotments: Mr Narborough informed members that the previously agreed resurfacing works to the entrance of the Allotments has now been completed and Allotment Tenants have been pleased with the work.
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Flooding at the Pond: Mr Narborough explained that problems with flooding at the Pond had occurred again, the Parish Council has checked, jetted, and cleared the pipes from the Pond to Low Road, this was competed by NR Gullies and we are just awaiting Norfolk County Council to clear a blockage at Low Road.

He explained that it is his intention to meet the Highways Engineer and their contractor on site in due course to look at the problem and to plot the drainage plans for this location onto the system.
Mr Narborough said that he has spoken to residents living at the Green and is keeping them up to date regarding the situation.

Mrs Banks added that some large ruts have also formed in the grass, Mr Narborough said these would be looked at by the Assets Committee in the future.

Litter Picking and Bins: Mrs Cornwell informed members that Mr Bob McIntyre is currently off work, she explained that he had received a letter from the Government instructing him to shield at home until 21st February 2021.

She confirmed that Mr Stuart Wightman has kindly stepped in to empty the Litter Bins and Mr David Philpott is happy to provide cover at the Village Hall although as expected this is very quiet.

Finance
To discuss the three-quarter year accounts: Mr Jordan explained that all members had received a detailed printout of the finances.  He explained that the figure in the spend column should be approximately three quarters of the Budget.

He said that even though there had been several lost Village Hall bookings and one or two refunds, the accounts show to be approximately £1,000 in hand. 

It was confirmed that the Net spend to the end of December 2020 is £70,970.27 against a Budget of £95,630.00. 

With no questions and all members happy, Mr Narborough proposed that the Finances are a correct record of the three-quarter year accounts; this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
The proposed Precept for 2021/2022:  Mr Jordan confirmed that all members had been provided with the figures and explained that he and Mrs Cornwell had tried hard to keep the budget as close as possible to last year.
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He said that with a new level of Pension contributions and National Insurance (around £2,500) and some minor adjustments, the increase on this current year would be an additional £2,215.
He asked if anyone had any questions or comments to make. With no questions, Mr Jordan proposed that the budget figure of £97,845 (An increase of £2,215 on this current year) be accepted, this was seconded by Mr Price, with all members in favour.

Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mrs Cornwell had provided Mr Jordan, the Chairman of the Finance Committee and Mr Price with the Bank Statements for December 2020 and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.
Mr Jordan and Mr Price were happy that everything balanced, and they initialled the Bank Statements. 
To approve the following documents:
· Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Control 

· Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Audit 

· SWPC Operational Risk Assessment 
· SWPC Financial Risk Assessment 

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the four documents had been circulated to all members.

She stated that two of the documents had no amendments and the other two had one or two minor amendments, she explained that the Operational Risk Assessment now includes “Risk to health from COVID / other Pandemics.” 

With all members happy, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council should adopt the Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Control, the Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Audit, the SWPC Operational Risk Assessment and the SWPC Financial Risk Assessment, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
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Planning  
Planning Reports:  Mr Bland explained that all members had been provided with a copy of the recent Planning Report with details of our response to the Larkfleet Planning Application. He stated that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email.

Mrs Banks enquired about the Commercial area at the Larkfleet site and stated that she understood from a recent meeting she had attended that a Doctors Surgery has been approved for the site, on the County Council owned piece of land within walking distance of South Wootton.

Mrs Cornwell said that this could be on the piece of land behind the Junior School, she added that Cllr Middleton, at the December 2020 Parish Council meeting had indicated that the County Council is looking for the site to be used for Education and Health purposes, possibly split into three parts, one for a School Scheme, another for a possible Adult Social Care Scheme and the third part for a possible Medical Centre.

Mr Bland was concerned whether this would mean an additional junction would be created to access this Commercial area.

Mrs Cornwell suggested that perhaps it would be accessed through the new development and that no new junction would be required.

The Borough Council has GRANTED Planning Permission for the following Applications:

20/01382/F

The Limes, 8 Church Lane, South Wootton

Proposal: Construction of single Dwelling

20/01600/F

Bryanville, 6 Ryalla Drift, South Wootton

Proposal: Variation of conditions 2 & 8 of Planning Permission 20/00345/F: Construction of new dwelling.

20/01602/F 

Bryanville, 6 Ryalla Drift, South Wootton

Change of use of land to garden land and erection of Double Garage.

20/01730/F

12 Thetford Way, South Wootton

Proposal: Demolition of existing conservatory and construction of new flat roof sunroom with glazed lantern
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20/01762/F

The Swan Inn, 21 Nursery Lane, South Wootton
Replacement of conservatory polycarbonate roof with insulated warm roof system and imitation tiles.

Email from Mr Stuart Ashworth, Assistant Director – Environment & Planning – Query on consultation dates - 20/01954/RMM
Mrs Cornwell explained that following the submission of the Larkfleet Planning Application over the Christmas period, Mr Stuart Ashworth had sent an email to explain the situation regarding commenting on large developments.

Mrs Cornwell read out the email.

I understand there is concern from both Parish Councils that the official 21-day consultation period for the above application set out in legislation expired on the 2 January.  Clearly given the size and public interest in this application, it will be going to Planning Committee at some time in the future (likely to be some months from now). As I have set out before at Parish Council sessions, we take all comments into account up until a decision is made. The 21-day period is more relevant when Parish Councils are keen to ensure applications go to Committee, in those circumstances when there is doubt about whether an application is to be dealt with by Committee or would be dealt with under delegated powers. That is certainly not the case here. That said the sooner comments are received the better, so they can be fully considered and acted upon, as necessary. 

Mrs Cornwell reiterated that with these larger developments, comments can be made up to the day of the decision.
She added that following this information she had included details of the application and the appropriate link within the Contact article and encouraged residents to comment should they wish.

New Mesh Fencing at Pantiles, Priory Lane: Mrs Cornwell explained that following concerns from residents regarding the new green mesh fence which has been erected at the woodland adjacent to Pantiles, Priory Lane, the matter had been raised with Planning Enforcement.
She confirmed that a response had now been received from Planning Enforcement to say that they are satisfied that no change of use of the land had taken place, however, the new boundary enclosure did require planning permission as it was adjacent to the highway and exceeded 1m in height.  
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An application was requested, however, to date has not been received.  On this basis, the case was recently reviewed and given the boundary enclosure was not considered to be detrimental to the amenity and likely to be approved in this instance no further action was required.   Although the case is pending, it has been written up for closure and once authorised will be closed.
Email re new Car Park area at the 9-acre field: Mrs Cornwell informed members that an email had been received from a Mr Edwards regarding the new Car Park area at the Hopkins and Moore Development, Nursery Lane, Mr Edwards has requested that the area should be opened up and sign posted from Nursery Lane as “Wootton Park Car Park”.

Members were concerned that if the area was kept open it may attract anti-social behaviour and cars may use the area to congregate in the evenings.
It was felt that as previously agreed a bollard of some sort should be installed so that the area can be closed off at night.

Mrs Cornwell asked members if they were happy with the suggestion of a signpost being placed on Nursery Lane. 
After brief discussion, Mrs Banks proposed that no signpost should be erected, this was seconded by Mr Jordan and unanimously agreed.

Members also agreed that a metal bollard should be installed once the Parish Council has legal ownership of the land.
Replacement Lighting Column at Avon Road:  Mrs Banks enquired about the replacement lighting column at Avon Road and asked when the work would be completed.

Mrs Cornwell said that she had spoken to K & M Lighting and they have confirmed that the work to replace the lighting column will be done at the beginning of February 2021.
Policy  
Nothing to Report.

7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – See attached Report.
Mrs Banks asked about the provision of computers for children.
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Cllr Nockolds confirmed that the school has provided iPads to any children that need them.

Mrs Cornwell commented that she had looked at both the Infant School and Junior Schools websites and was pleased to say that all the information provided is very clear.
Cllr Nockolds stated that the school is doing very well.

Junior School: - Mr Scales reported that a small number of staff have had to self-isolate, with two members affected by bereavement, Covid and non-Covid related.
Lots of messages of support from parents have been received.

Regarding Mrs Banks query from the last Parish Council meeting regarding whether the school has received any Government help.

Mr Scales stated that the school had provided iPads from their own budget to children requiring them, the school had been unsuccessful with other claims.

Wootton Park: – See attached Report.
Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the Annual Play Equipment Inspection had been carried out in December and the Report had been received, she said that the Skate ramp required attention and work to repair this is in hand.

It was confirmed that the next Wootton Park Association Meeting is due to be held on 26th January 2021.
South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Cornwell read out a report which had been kindly produced by Mrs Albinson; The Bloom committee has not had a meeting now for 12 months. It may be another 12 months before we can have a meeting. However, things are progressing as near as possible to normal. We have a treasured group of people looking after the garden in St Mary’s Churchyard.

The wildflower seeds for the wildflower strips that we have in Wootton Park have been ordered, the plants for the beds on Meadow Road and Oak Avenue, have been carefully chosen and are about to be ordered.  Thanks to Nolan and Stella Mills for their hard work regarding these beds.

The bug hotel at Wootton Park has been built by the children from North Wootton school. 
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A new project this year will be to put some colour into the new cemetery behind the Parish Office and Village Hall.  

The daffodils are heralding the coming of springtime which will help to keep some cheerfulness going within the Village.
8. CORRESPONDENCE: – 
Norfolk ALC 


Wellbeing Xmas Update


PC Email
BCKLWN


Weekly Covid-19 Update

   
        
“
Norfolk Constabulary
Police Budget Consultation

       
“
Norwich Western Link
Project Update




“
 
9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated list.
Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount
No




No

182
CGM



108034
Cem Hedge/Slit Green      
172.08

183
Mole Control & Pest Svs
108035
Pond Pest Control
 
  54.00

184
ECS



108036
Online Back-up/email
            161.76

186
NCC



108037
Safer Programme M/ship
  30.00

187
Streetmaster


108038
Touch-up Kit
W/P

  21.60

188
SAF Fire Safety

108039
VH & PO Fire Risk Ass
200.00

189
ESPO



108040
VH Gas


  81.81

190
AMR Fire & Security

108041
VH Fire Alarm reset

102.00

191
Mrs K Price


108042
New Tree Meadow Road
  26.95

192
Anglian Water


108043
VH Water


  60.50

193
Supreme Surfacing

108044
Allots Entrance
          2580.00

194
The Play Insp Co

108045
W/P Annual Equip Insp
270.00

195
Anglian Water


108046
Allots Water


  82.98

196
Jet Reach


108047
Refit Bench – Green
  
  46.88

197
Total Gas & Power

108048
VH Electric - Nov

105.10

198
Total Gas & Power

108049
S/Lighting Supply - Nov
814.51

199
Total Gas & Power

108050
PO Electric – Nov

  47.93

200
Anglian Water


108051
PO Water


  25.15

201
HMRC



108052
Cont’b Dec

            833.00

201A
Norfolk Pension Fund

BACS 

17 Dec Cont’b  - Dec

957.63

201B
Prudential


BACS

17 Dec  AVC – TC –Dec   
  80.00

201C
Mrs T Cornwell

BACS 

17 Dec Salary & Exps Dec)

201D
Mrs M Kirby


BACS 

17 Dec Salary – Dec -  )       2542.91

201E
R McIntyre


BACS 

17 Dec Salary & Exps – Dec  )  

201F
D Philpot


BACS 

17 Dec Salary - Dec )
      

201G
S Wightman


BACS 

17 Dec Wages – Dec   )       1192.95

201H   BMAC Garden Services
BACS

17 Dec Bins/Litter/Allots etc
490.00

202
CGM



108053
Cemetery Works
          1591.34
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203
V & J Knitwear

108054
Black Refuse Sacks

  14.76

203A
Barclays


 D/D

Account charges
 
  33.09

203B
BT



 D/D

Phone & Internet

173.18

Plus, Accounts received since circulated list:

204      Anglian Chemicals              
108055          
Hand Soap V/Hall                     32.74
205
P J Windows


108056
Bus Shelter Cleaning

  75.00

206
K & M Lighting


108057
St Lighting Maint Jan ’21 
454.37

207
ECS Computers

108058
Toner & Ink Cartridge

363.60

208
SLCC



108059
M Kirby Membership

144.00

209
CGM Ltd


108060
Hedge Cut & Play Insp         2088.00
210
Pattrick & Thompson

108061
Wood – Pond Openings
  36.23

211
N R Asphalt


108062
Clear Drains Pond to Low Rd 459.00
212
Jet Reach


108063
Refit Litter Bin opp Swan
  45.80
Bank balances as at 31.12.2020
Community Account
     
                               36,292.44
Step saver a/c
                 
      
                  0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                             205,000.00
Total                                                                                               £241,292.44
With one Confidential matter to discuss, Mr Price thanked Mrs C and Borough Councillors Mrs Nockolds and Mr Middleton for attending and they left the meeting.
10. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:  See attached
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05pm.
11. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 9th February 2021, Virtual meeting.
9th February 2021                                                               

     Chairman
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