
S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Virtual Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7pm on Tuesday, 9th March 2021. 

The Coronavirus Bill which was recently passed in Parliament formally removes the requirement for Parish Councils to hold their Annual Meeting and allow virtual meetings until May 2021 if necessary. The Parish Council will proceed with meetings in this way for the foreseeable future. It also allows the Chairman and Vice Chair of the Council and Committees to continue in office until May 2021. 

1.  PRESENT: Mr D Price, Mr I Jordan, Mr M Narborough, Mr S Wells, Mr S Scales, Mr P Bland, Mrs T Banks, Mr A Evans, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
Borough Councillors Mrs E Nockolds and Mr G Middleton
Public: Mrs T C

APOLOGIES: Mr J Smallwood, Mrs M Albinson, Mrs D Gotts, Mr R Williamson, and Mr K Reynolds 
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 9th February 2021, with two minor amendments, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Bland with all members in favour.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant.   
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – Mr Price welcomed Mrs C and explained that she was present to simply observe proceedings.   
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councillor Nockolds:  See attached Report.  

Mrs Banks enquired about the Leveling Up Fund which was announced in the Budget and added that Kings Lynn is a top priority.

Cllr Nockolds said that the Leveling Up Project will be discussed next week, and the Towns Fund will be announced at the end of March.
Borough Councillor Middleton:  No Report  
County Councillor Report:  No Report
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Mrs Cornwell reminded members that should they have any questions regarding Borough or County Council matters, they can email them to the office, and she will ensure that they are forwarded, and the replies collated within the minutes.

6.  REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets 
Update:  Mr Narborough stated that he had recently inspected the Allotments and said that there were a few things to be done in the new financial year when the Allotments Rents have been received.

He said that he would like to propose that two additional loads of cockleshells are ordered to be used on the Car Park and Driveways.

Mr Jordan stated that there is sufficient money in the Allotments Fund to enable the work to be carried out this year.

Comment was made that the cockleshells placed at the Allotments in June 2020 had gone down well with Allotment Tenants being very pleased.

Flooding at the Pond: Mr Narborough spoke regarding the flooding at the Pond and said that following discussions with the NCC Highways Engineer it had been confirmed that when they went to carry out the work it had been found that due to electrical wires being sited where the new pipe work was to be placed, the work had to be halted.

He explained that after spending time at the site, the pipework had been tracked, rodded and a blockage was found on the corner of Nursery Lane / Low Road.

It was explained that after discussions with Mr Kerry from Jetreach the area of ground above the blockage needs to be excavated and the blocked/broken pipe replaced.
Mr Narborough said that this work is necessary, so that the Pond does not need pumping in the future.
Mr Kerry has been asked to provide a quote for the work.

Mr Jordan commented that as far as he could remember the Pond water runs towards Low Road to an inspection chamber situated near to the kissing gate, he said that he was still unsure of the course of the pipe and suggested that NR Gullies send a camera down to find the exact condition and course of the pipe.
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He agreed that the situation needs to be resolved as the Parish Council cannot afford to pump out the Pond each year.

Mrs Cornwell added that she had spoken to NR Gullies who have provided an indicative quote of £165.00 per hour for the work.

All members were happy to wait for the quote from Mr Kerry of Jetreach and for Mr Price, Mr Jordan and Mr Narborough to decide which course of action to take to resolve the issue.    






          (Clerk’s Note: Apparently there is a second inspection chamber somewhere near the kissing gate, attempts to find this are underway).                                                                                                                                

Footpath from Nursery Close to Common Lane:  Mr Narborough confirmed that after discussions with the contractors, the work to install the footpath will start in two weeks’ time.
Bench on the Green:  Mr Narborough reported that recently a group of eight youths have vandalised the bench sited on the west side of the Green, it was said that the wooden slats are rotten, and he felt that the bench is now sadly in an irreparable condition.

Members agreed that quotations should be obtained to replace the wooden slats and the situation should be discussed again.
Mrs Cornwell said that she had spoken to the Police regarding the matter earlier in the day and suggested that rather than calling the 101 number, matters are actioned quicker when reported directly via the Norfolk Constabulary Website. 
Avon Road Cycle Path post and wire fence:  Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the post and wire fence which runs alongside the Avon Road Cycle Path and explained that she had contacted Sally Bettinson, at NCC Highways to see if there was any NCC Councillor Fund available for the work.

She added that Mrs Bettinson has replied to say that unfortunately there is no funding available this year.

Mrs Cornwell suggested that the work could perhaps be carried out in the new Financial Year. Quotes will be obtained.
Correspondence received regarding Yoga Sessions on the Green:  Mrs Cornwell explained that correspondence had been received from Mrs T M wishing to use the Green for organised Yoga sessions. 
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She said that Mrs M had previously been granted authority to use Wootton Park, however, it had transpired that due to the number of people who use Wootton Park, footballers, dog walkers etc., the venue had proven to be unsuitable.

Mrs Cornwell explained that the class size would be around 16, and that four mid-morning sessions would be held, one session fortnightly starting on Saturday 1st May (weather dependent). 
It was said that whilst many of the students live locally and would possibly walk, Mrs M is currently liaising with the Swan Pub landlord to see if their Car Park can be used by anyone attending by car.



                     (Clerk’s Note: Permission has been given for the Swan Car Park to be used).
Mr Narborough suggested that approval could be given but felt that it should be stipulated that they should only use the Low Road end of the Green.

After discussion, members felt that Mrs M should be allowed to select where she would like to set up. Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council allow Mrs M to use the Green for her Yoga Sessions, this was seconded by Mrs Banks with one member against all other members were in favour.
Village Hall Update:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that over the Half Term break, both the Air Conditioning System and the Boiler had been serviced.

Pre-School:  Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the Village Hall and confirmed that the Pre-School have previously been granted exclusivity until the end of March 2021.  

Mrs Cornwell suggested that baring in mind the current Coronavirus situation and the end of the school year is in July, it may be a good idea to extend the Pre-Schools exclusivity until that time.

Mr Wells asked, if this were the case, would any other regular users be upset by the decision.

Mrs Cornwell said that the main group affected would be Kumon Maths, however, she confirmed that she had spoken to them and they are very understanding of the situation, she added that they have temporarily relocated to Gaywood Church Rooms until such time that they can return safely to our Village Hall, hopefully in September.

Comment was made that the Village Hall is going to be used for the Election on May 6th, 2021; however, it has been organised for Mr McIntyre and Mr Philpot, the Village Hall Caretakers to attend early on the Friday morning to carry out a deep clean and the Preschool is happy with that arrangement.
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Mrs Cornwell said that the only other group who have expressed an interest to return is the Kings Lynn Flower Club, and they too are happy to return in September, subject to Government guidelines.

After brief discussion, Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council allow the Pre-School exclusive use of the Village Hall until the End of July 2021, this was seconded by Mr Jordan with all members in favour. 

Alleged Dog Poisoning at the Pond: Mrs Cornwell informed members that during the week a matter had been highlighted to her regarding a Facebook post suggesting that two or three local dogs had sadly died following visits to the Green and Pond area.
She confirmed that no incidents had been directly reported to the office, only claims highlighted via Facebook.

Mrs Cornwell went on to explain that it had been suggested in the Facebook post that the Pond contains blue-green algae which is toxic to dogs.

Mrs Cornwell stated that after making enquiries about blue-green algae, it had been found that if present, the algae form a scum or foam around the edges of a pond, it occurs mainly in hot sunny weather, mid to late summer when there is low rainfall.

Mrs Cornwell stated that as a precautionary measure she had placed five posters alerting dog walkers to the allegation until further investigations and water testing can take place.

It was confirmed that both the Borough Councils Environmental Health Team and the Environment Agency have been informed and sample testing of the water has been organised.
Mrs Banks said that in view of no official reports being made and no evidence to support the claims, she was unhappy that the Parish Council had placed posters at the Green.
Cllr Middleton said that he had spoken to two residents who live near the Green and they had felt that it was hearsay, however, he suggested that the water should be tested, and the situation resolved as quickly as possible.

Mrs Cornwell informed members that the matter had made front page news of the Lynn News and confirmed that a pond water sample has been requested for testing.
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Cllr Nockolds stated that she had been informed that a postmortem carried out on one of the dogs had shown that they had either eaten or drank something whilst out walking and that the dog lived locally and was walked on the Green daily.

(Clerks Note: Following analysis of the pond water sample, the Environment Agency have confirmed that no blue-green algae has been found).
Cemetery – Green Waste Storage Area:  Mrs Cornwell explained that the new green waste storage area has been constructed in the corner of the Cemetery using low level fencing on the inside, the hedging whips have been ordered and will be planted around the outside.

Finance
Mr Jordan confirmed that the end of Year accounts would be looked at in early April and would be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting.

Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mrs Cornwell had provided Mr Jordan, the Chairman of the Finance Committee and Mr Price with the Bank Statements for February 2021 and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.
Mr Jordan and Mr Price were happy that everything balanced, and they initialled the Bank Statements. 
Internal Auditor – Mrs Liz Manning: Mrs Cornwell informed members that she had spoken to Mrs Manning the Internal Auditor and confirmed that she is happy to continue as the Internal Auditor again this year. Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council retain Mrs Manning as the Parish Council Internal Auditor for this year, this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
Planning  
Planning Reports:  Mr Bland explained that all members had been provided with a copy of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and Decisions. He stated that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email.
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Parish Office Extension: Mr Jordan informed members that he had spoken to the Architect, Mr Sturgeon, and confirmed that we are just awaiting the Building Regulations, it is hoped that the amendment can be done as part of the original application, however, a small extra charge will be incurred.

Mrs Cornwell said that she has chased up Joan Hocking at CNC Building Control for the invoice to make payment.
Policy  
No Report

7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – See attached Report.
Junior School:  Mr Scales reported that the Junior School have worked very hard to get things ready for pupils to return.

The attendance rate was 98% on Monday which was excellent.

A more in-depth report will be provided next month after the children have been back for some time.

Wootton Park: – Mrs Cornwell referred members to the circulated note and plan received from Nolan Mills, regarding a resident’s request to plant a small Wildflower area next to their property at Finchdale Close.

It was explained that the residents have suggested a small rectangle area leaving plenty of room around it for the CGM mowers. They will dig, sow, and maintain the area.

Mrs Cornwell explained that she had contacted Property Services at the Borough Council as she believes this area is their land, but she had not yet heard anything back.

After discussion, Mr Hofmeister proposed that subject to approval from the Borough Council the Parish Council agree to the request from the residents to dig, sow Wildflowers and maintain the area, this was seconded by Mrs Banks with all members in favour.

Cllr Nockolds kindly agreed to make enquiries with the Borough Council also.

(Clerk’s Note: This area of land belongs to NCC – Permission to sow the Wildflowers has been requested).
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South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Banks reported that both Nolan and Stella Mills have been busy working around the Parish, tidying litter, and cutting back brambles and pathways.

The flower beds at the Avon Road / Rushmead Close verge have been seeded with Wildflowers following a tidy up by Terry, a new member of South Wootton in Bloom.

The new corner area at the Cemetery has also been seeded with Wildflowers and Grass seed with the help of Mr Hopkins, who has been keen to join in and is interested in Parish work.

Work at the Churchyard is ongoing by Mrs Karin Price and the area is looking good.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list.
Wootton’s Helping Hands:  Mrs Cornwell explained that a virtual meeting had taken place on 24th February with Community Action Norfolk and members of the Wootton’s Helping Hands.

She explained that Wootton’s Helping Hands has twenty volunteers from the Wootton’s and would like to continue their service after the Coronavirus Pandemic ends. 
She added that Mr Simon Wells kindly attended the meeting and progress will be reported as things move along.

Anonymous Letter:  Mrs Cornwell reported that once again an anonymous letter had been received concerning noise in the Greenacres Close area.
It was confirmed that the Parish Council does not deal with anonymous letters and therefore, no action will be taken.
9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated list.
Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount
No




No

229
Anglian Water


108080
Allots 



154.24

230
Jet Reach


108081
Digger Hire


  30.00

231
ESPO



108082
VH Gas 


  86.67

232
J D Cooling


108083
VH Air Con Service

192.00

233
1-2 Call Drainage

108084
Pond Pumping
          1296.00

234
ECS Computers

108085
Toner Cartridge

226.80

235
Total Gas & Power

108086
VH Electric – Jan

123.98
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236
Total Gas & Power

108087
S/Lighting Supply – Jan          948.48

237
Pattrick & Thompson

108088
Met post for Pond N/Board
  22.42

238
K & M Lighting


108089
Avon Rd & Green Lane        1548.88

239
R C Murray


108090
Structural Surveys

825.00

240
Jet Reach


108091
Level Grave + Seed

  25.00

241
Guttercrest


108092
W/P Pavilion guttering
  90.95

242
ECS Computers

108093
Online back up + email
161.76

243
AMR Electrical

108094
Emergency Lights/Fire Maint
706.80

244
CGM



108095
W/P Play Equip Insp
            120.00

245
HMRC



108096 
Cont’b Feb

           861.80

245A
Norfolk Pension Fund

BACS 25 Feb Cont’b - Feb

            957.63

245B
Prudential


BACS
25 Feb AVC – TC –Feb
   
  80.00

245C
Mrs T Cornwell

BACS 25 Feb Salary & Exps Feb)

245D
Mrs M Kirby


BACS 25 Feb Salary – Feb    
          2513.05

245E
R McIntyre


BACS 25 Feb Salary & Exps – Feb)  

245F
D Philpot


BACS 25 Feb Salary - Feb)
      

245G
S Wightman


BACS 25 Feb Wages – Feb                        1284.15

245H
Barclays


D/D

Account charges

  24.50


Plus, Accounts received since circulated list:
246
BCKLWN


108097
Dog Waste Collection
          2072.93
247
ECS



108098
Online Backup & Email
161.76
248
K & M Lighting


108099
Street Lighting Maint

454.37
249
Mole Control & Pest Services 108100
Allotments Rat Boxes

  54.00
250
CGM



108101
Wttn Park Play Equip Insp
  30.00
251
Sandringham Sawmill

108102
Wood- Cem Fence area
239.88
252
Jet Reach


108103
Allots Rubbish& Labour Cem 315.00
253
Mr N Mills


108104
Wildflower Area – Cemetery
  83.00
Bank balances as at 26.2.2021
Community Account
     
                               39,358.11
Step saver a/c
                 
      
                  0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                             190,000.00
Total                                                                                               £229,358.11
10. TO CONSIDER EXCLUDING THE PUBLIC AND PRESS FOR ITEM (11) BECAUSE THEIR PRESENCE WOULD BE PREJUDICIAL TO THE PUBLIC INTEREST DUE TO THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE. In accordance with Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 s1 (2).
Mr Price proposed that the public and press should be excluded for item (11) because their presence would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature. In accordance with Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 s1 (2), this was seconded by Mr Jordan with all members in favour.
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With Confidential matters to discuss, Mr Price thanked Mrs C and Borough Councillors Mrs Nockolds and Mr Middleton for attending and they left the meeting.
11. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS: PLANNING MATTERS: See attached
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05pm.
12. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 13th April 2021, Virtual meeting.
13th April 2021                                                               

     Chairman
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