
S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Virtual Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7pm on Tuesday, 4th May 2021. 

The Coronavirus Bill which was recently passed in Parliament formally removes the requirement for Parish Councils to hold their Annual Meeting and allow virtual meetings until May 2021 if necessary. The Parish Council will proceed with meetings in this way for the foreseeable future. It also allows the Chairman and Vice Chair of the Council and Committees to continue in office until May 2021. 

1. TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN FOR THE ENSUING YEAR:  
Mrs Cornwell passed the proceeding over to Mr Jordan the Vice Chairman who asked members for nominations for a Chairman for the ensuing year. Mr Jordan proposed that Mr David Price continue in his role as Chairman of the Parish Council, this was seconded by Mr Scales, there being no other nominations this was unanimously agreed.  

2. TO ELECT A VICE CHAIRMAN FOR THE ENSUING YEAR:  
Mr Price thanked the other Councillors and asked for nominations for the role of Vice Chairman. Mr Narborough proposed that Mr Ivan Jordan continue in his role as Vice Chairman, there being no other nominations this was seconded by Mr Bland and unanimously agreed. 

3. TO SIGN DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE – CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN: 

Both Mr Price and Mr Jordan confirmed to members that they would sign their Declaration of Acceptance of Office
4.  TO RESOLVE THAT THE PARISH COUNCIL IS ELIGIBLE TO USE THE GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE: 
Mrs Cornwell informed members that the General Power of Competence was introduced by the Localism Act 2011 and took effect in February 2012. She explained that this gives the Parish Council the power to do anything an individual can do provided it is not prohibited by other legislation, she said that she had attended the relevant training regarding the General Power of Competence and stated that to be able to continue to use it, the Parish Council, must consist of Elected members and the Clerk must hold the CiLCA Qualification.
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Mr Price confirmed that the Parish Council qualifies and proposed that the Parish Council is eligible to use the General Power of Competence, this was seconded by Mr Jordan with all members in favour.

5.  PRESENT: Mr D Price, Mr I Jordan, Mr M Narborough, Mr S Wells, Mr S Scales, Mr P Bland, Mrs T Banks, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds 

Public: Mrs T C and Mrs L B (Residents)
Mr Dale Greetham & Mr Jacques Carboni (Planning Consultants RSK ADAS Ltd) Ms Beatrice Moda and Mr Ramin Dilmaghanian (Namene Solar)
APOLOGIES: Mr J Smallwood, Mrs M Albinson, Mrs D Gotts, Mr A Evans, Mr H Hofmeister, Mr R Williamson, and Mr K Reynolds. 
6. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 13th April 2021, with one minor amendment, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.

Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the Parish Assembly and explained that following cancellation of the meeting, due to lack of public interest, an Annual Report had been produced from the Chairman of Committee Reports (Circulated). With one minor amendment, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Bland with all members in favour.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the Annual Report will be put onto the Parish Website and available to residents upon request. 

7. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant.   
8. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – Mr Price welcomed Mrs C, Mrs B, and the representatives from ADAS Ltd and Namene Solar to the meeting, he explained that Mrs C was present to simply observe proceedings and Mrs B had a question to ask.
Mr Greetham, Mr Carboni, Ms Moda and Mr Dilmaghanian were present to provide a presentation of slides for a proposed Solar PV Array at Estuary Farm.
Mrs B explained that she had attended the meeting to observe proceedings mainly however, wished to raise one question about the ongoing roadworks at the Hopkins and Moore development site at Nursery Lane.
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She explained that she provides support to an elderly lady who lives opposite the site and for some time now she has experienced difficulties in parking and wanted to know when the works would be completed.
Mrs Cornwell said that she had been in touch with Hopkins and Moore regarding the situation and had been informed that the work scheduled by Anglian Water was due to start the week commencing 26th April 2021, however, the fencing is still up.

She added that Hopkins and Moore have always been helpful but agreed that workmen had been at the site on and off for over a year.

Cllr Nockolds stated that she had been contacted by two residents regarding the ongoing situation and had subsequently contacted Anglian Water who had also confirmed that work would start on 26th April 2021.
Mrs Banks added that in the last few days a huge number of wrapped pipes have been delivered to the site ready for the work to start.
Mrs Cornwell agreed to contact Anglian Water again for a further update.

Mr Price welcomed, Mr Greetham, Mr Carboni, Ms Moda and Mr Dilmaghanian to the meeting, Mr Carboni explained that he and Mr Greetham work together at ADAS Ltd and that Ms Moda and Mr Dilmaghanian are from Namene Solar and are essentially their clients.

Mr Carboni went on to present the slides from the Information Pack (See attached) and provided a clear indication of the Project Proposal, the Site Overview and Location and Plan, by reference to a number of maps and site photos.

Details were provided of the Proposed Development, including Landscaping, the Operational Lifespan and Decommissioning.

Information was provided about the Panels and Mounting that would be used, the Transformer Station, the Substation Elevations and the Battery Station and Client Storage Elevations. He stated that the Solar Park would provide Economic, Environmental and Social Benefits.
Following the presentation of the slides, Mr Price asked members if they had any questions.
Mrs Banks asked about the impact the Solar Farm would have on the Public Right of Way.
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Mr Greetham stated that he is aware of the Public Right of Way and said that they are working on ways to ensure that this is not lost, he said that it could be that it is diverted slightly to make better use of the site and to make an improved clearer landscaped route for people to use. He added that landscape, boundary treatments and biodiversity improvements would all be fully documented in any forthcoming Planning Application, it was confirmed that the proposal is in its early stages at the moment. 

Mrs B asked how that particular piece of land was identified, rather than a Brownfield site.

Mr Greetham said that a number of factors influenced the choice of site, such as solar irradiation around the edges of this island, i.e., more sunlight therefore more solar. That the site is close to the Grid and whether Brownfield land is available, however, generally around towns and cities this is more expensive, there is greater competition for that type of land, and it is mainly used for Commercial, Residential, and Industrial uses.
Mr Narborough asked about timescales.

Mr Dilmaghanian said that if Planning Permission is granted, he envisages that the project would be built in four or five months maximum, he said that a recently constructed site, half the size was built in eight weeks, he added that it is largely a giant piece of mechano.

Mr Price explained that any Planning Application would need to be put forward to the Borough Council, and as the Parish Council is a designated statutory consultee, we would then receive it for comment, however, ultimately the final decision would be made by the Borough Council.
Mr Dilmaghanian said that it is hoped an application will be submitted by the end of May or early June 2021, a Community Consultation will be taking place with letters sent to other local Parish Councils and to residents giving them the opportunity to attend a Webinar where they can address their views.

Mr Wells asked if the proposed development would have battery backup.

Mr Greetham confirmed that yes it would, to ensure continuity of supply, it was said that if the Grid is full, the energy would be saved and exported later.

Mr Wells asked if the Solar Panels could be trenched so that they are unseen.

Comment was made that it is an electrical installation in a flood risk area, Mr Dilmaghanian said that the site would be well disguised by screening to minimise the visual impact to make it discreet.
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Mr Greetham said that there has to be a height balance, low to avoid visual impact and high enough to avoid possible flooding and to collect Solar.

With no other questions, Mr Price thanked Mr Greetham, Mr Carboni, Ms Moda and Mr Dilmaghanian for attending the meeting, he said that the Parish Council would look forward with interest to seeing the Planning Application.
Thanks were given to the Parish Council for allowing them to attend and they left the meeting.  
9. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councillor Nockolds:  See attached Report.  
Mr Scales spoke regarding the recent Covid Briefing and pointed out that infection rates for Kings Lynn and West Norfolk were particularly high at 39.6 per 100,000 compared to significantly lower figures elsewhere in the county.

He said that the figure for the whole of Norfolk is 19.4, Breckland is 11.4, Broadland, 12.2, Great Yarmouth 14.1 and North Norfolk 12.4.

He asked why Kings Lynn and West Norfolk sits so high at almost 40.

Cllr Nockolds said that the Borough Council works with Public Health at County Hall in Norwich and one of the factors causing the higher figure is to do with boundary areas and a particular problem town which sits in Cambridgeshire.

She said that in this particular town there are cold meat factories and people working out on the land, often with its employees living in houses of multiple occupancy, who are often bused into work in large communal groups.
Borough Councillor Middleton:  No Report  
County Councillor Report:  No Report
Mrs Cornwell reminded members that should they have any questions regarding Borough or County Council matters, they can email them to the office, and she will ensure that they are forwarded, and the replies collated within the minutes.
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10.  REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets 
Flooding at the Pond: Mr Narborough confirmed that 1-2 Call Drainage are due to visit tomorrow to look at the situation, he said that they intend to put a camera through the drainage pipes to see what can be found. 
Avon Road Cycle Path post and wire fence:  Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the post and wire fence which runs alongside the Avon Road Cycle Path and explained that members of the Assets Committee had responded favourably to Mr Hofmeister’s emailed proposal to repair the damaged fence at the bend just south of the dyke bridge. It was said that a quote had been received for this work at £284.00, any other repairs could be dealt with as and when they arise in the future.

Mr Narborough stated that the fence is not the responsibility of the Parish Council and felt that any works should wait until the County Council can provide funding.

Mr Bland suggested that the Parish Council could wait until after the County Council Elections, when a newly elected NCC Councillor may have funding available.

Mr Narborough said that the matter should be raised again at the next Assets Committee meeting, all members were happy.

Bench on the Green:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the vandalised bench on the Green and said that following its removal there have been no groups of youths gathering in the area.
Finance
Mr Jordan confirmed that Mrs Liz Manning the Internal Auditor is currently carrying out the Internal Audit, once her report has been received the Parish Council will be able to carry out the usual End of Year Return, it is hoped that this will be done at the June full Parish Council Meeting.

Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell stated that as the Finances are currently being looked at by the Internal Auditor and the end of April Bank Statements are not available, the May Bank Reconciliation will be checked and initialled at the June Parish Council Meeting. 

All members were happy. 
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Planning  
Planning Reports:  Mr Bland explained that all members had been provided with a copy of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and Decisions. He stated that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email.

9 Acre field – Transfer of Gifted Land:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that she had contacted Hopkins and Moore to find out the current situation regarding the transfer of the gifted land to the Parish Council.
It was explained that a reply has been received to say that the Plans have been agreed and everything has been passed to their solicitors.
Highways: Mr Narborough reported that some of the roads are in a poor state, he explained that two potholes had formed recently, one at the Castle Rising Road / Priory Lane junction and one at the Common Lane / Castle Rising Road junction.

Mrs Cornwell said that she would report both of these to NCC Highways.

Policy  
Mrs Cornwell confirmed that there are no Policies to review at present. 
11. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – See attached Report.
Mrs Cornwell thanked Cllr Nockolds for producing her monthly Reports and said that they are very helpful.

Junior School: - Mr Scales reported that a Governors Meeting is scheduled to take place next week, a more in-depth report will be provided next month after the children have been back for some time.
Two-thirds of teachers have now received their Covid vaccinations, and after school clubs have restarted. 

Wootton Park: – It was confirmed that the minutes of the last meeting held on Tuesday 27th April 2021 had been circulated to all members.

Mrs Cornwell stated that one amendment to the minutes had been brought to her attention, under Section 7 – Public Participation, this amendment will be relayed back to the Wootton Park Association Secretary.
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All members were happy.
South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Banks stated that the minutes of the last meeting held on 20th April 2021 had been circulated to all members, there was nothing else to add.

All members were happy.

12. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list, plus:
NCC


Castle Rising Rd / Wootton Rd -Traffic Light 
Replacement 





Info



Start 25th July 2021 – For 6 Weeks.
Norfolk ALC

Norfolk Strategic Flooding Alliance Meeting

 “
BCKL&WN

Visit West Norfolk News 




 “    
 

Mandy Chilvers
Ann Robinson Trust Telephone Helpline


“

Norfolk ALC

Cloud Computing Security




“

Norfolk ALC

Could your Community be “The Street that Saved”?
“

Rotary Club – Litter Pick:  Mrs Cornwell explained that she had been contacted by Mr John Thorpe from the Trinity Rotary Club of King's Lynn, she said that they would like to do a community project on World Environmental Day on Saturday 5th June 2021, litter picking in South Wootton.

It was confirmed that the group would wear Hi Viz Tabards with their Rotary logo and are fully covered by their Rotary Insurance.
Members were very pleased with the suggestion and agreed for the Rotary Club to carry out a litter pick in South Wootton.

Yoga Sessions on the Green:  Mrs Cornwell explained that she had spoken to Mrs T M regarding the use of the Green for organised Yoga sessions. 

She said that due to the poor weather Mrs M had cancelled the April sessions, but hopes to be able to run on 8th and 15th May 2021.

Mrs Cornwell said that she has given authority for Mrs M to carry on with two later sessions, should she wish to do so.

All members were happy.
-34-

Local Investment Board:  Mr Bland stated that following his application to join the Local Investment Board, he explained that he had since been appointed as Chairman.

Members congratulated Mr Bland on his new role.
13. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated list.
Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount
No




No

13 
MKM Building Supplies
108134
Allotments Materials

183.92
14
V & J Knitwear

108135
Litter Pickers and Bags
  49.50

15
Viking



108136
Stationery


  98.27
16
Neville Godfrey

108137
Nursery Cl /Common Lane   5058.00
17
ESPO



108138
VH Gas


  77.20

18
CGM



108139
Play Equipment Insp

  90.00

19
C P Cooper


108140
V H Boiler Service

  90.00 

20
Jet Reach


108141
Various Jobs


120.35

21
BHiB Insurance

108142
P Council Insurance
          2129.18
Bank balances as at 30.4.2021
Community Account
     
                             112,084.99
Step saver a/c
                 
      
                  0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                             190,000.00
Total                                                                                               £302,084.99
14. TO CONSIDER EXCLUDING THE PUBLIC AND PRESS FOR ITEM (11) BECAUSE THEIR PRESENCE WOULD BE PREJUDICIAL TO THE PUBLIC INTEREST DUE TO THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE. In accordance with Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 s1 (2).
Mr Price proposed that the public and press should be excluded for item (11) because their presence would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature. In accordance with Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 s1 (2), this was seconded by Mr Jordan with all members in favour.

With Confidential matters to discuss, Mr Price thanked Mrs C, Mrs B and Borough Councillor Mrs Nockolds for attending and they left the meeting.
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15. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS: PLANNING MATTERS: See attached
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.25pm.
16. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 8th June 2021, in South Wootton Village Hall.
8th June 2021                                                               

     Chairman
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