PLANNING REPORT – 24th May 2021
Planning Applications received 
21/00652/LDE
Greenworld, Estuary Farm, Kings Lynn

Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for the existing operational use of two 370KW Biomass boilers.

Decision: Support the Application.
Note: Planning Applications should conform to the Policies laid out in the South Wootton Neighbourhood Plan
21/00655/F

55 Ullswater Avenue, South Wootton

Proposed extension to existing residential dwelling.

Decision: Support the Application.
Note: Planning Applications should conform to the Policies laid out in the South Wootton Neighbourhood Plan
21/00032/TPO
38 Barsham Drive, South Wootton
2/TPO/00171 – T1 Oak, to framework pollard this large tree, removing approximately 3m worth of growth all over.
Decision: Borough Council delegated. Approved.

21/00033/TPO

36 Barsham Drive, South Wootton

2/TPO/00171/- T1 Oak, to framework pollard, removing approximately 3m of growth all over.

Decision: Borough Council delegated. Approved.
The Borough Council has GRANTED Planning Permission for the following Applications:

21/00368/F

15 Coniston Close, South Wootton

2 storey side extension and single storey rear extension.
21/00436/F

3 Sycamore Close, South Wootton

Side extension to dwelling.
21/00148/F – Variation of condition 2 of Planning Permission 20/01470/F

The Limes, 8 Church Lane, South Wootton

The Borough Council has REFUSED Planning Permission for the following Application:

21/00135/F

18 St Benets Grove, South Wootton

Demolition of garden wall to extend garden and to install new fence along boundary. 

Planning APPEALS

The following applications have been made to the Secretary of State for appeal:

20/00346/F

The Old Rectory, Hall Lane, South Wootton

Appeal Reference: APP/V2635/W/21/3268017

20/02111/F

1 Rushmead Close, South Wootton.

Appeal Reference: APP/V2635/W/21/3272569

Verification of property address has been received for:
The Gables. 5 Priory Lane, South Wootton.
Borough Council Planning Update

Unfortunately, due to the Covid 19 pandemic the Borough Council have not been able to arrange an update session for Parish Councils.  However, as they continue to ease out of lockdown, they are hoping to arrange another update session late summer / early autumn.  In the meantime, they would like to provide Parish Council’s with a brief update on various issues.
Extension of Time
 

We are currently requesting a 4 week extension of time on the statutory determination period (8 weeks for Minor proposals, 13 weeks for Major proposals) at the validation stage.  This is due to the impact Covid has had on the service and the fact we have, and continue to receive, a very high volume of planning applications. We hope that this is a short-term measure and we will be back to normal soon.

Consultation process

The timescale for consultees to respond to planning applications remains the same.  If you are unable to respond within the statutory 21 day consultation period then please make the relevant case officer aware and in most cases an extension is likely to be accommodated.  Comments will be considered up and taken into account up until a decision is made on an application, although please note that comments made after the 21 day period may not be referred to sifting panel. 

 

Planning Admin
 

Linked to the above comments on extensions of time, resources have been extremely stretched in Planning Admin.  In recent weeks this has resulted in a backlog of applications waiting to be validated.  As stated above despite the Covid pandemic we have seen a significant increase in the number of applications received.  This, along with experiencing staff shortages on a number of occasions in the last six months or so, means there is currently a backlog of applications waiting to be validated.  We are hoping to have more resources available in the validation team in the next month and this will help to reduce the backlog.

 

Planning Committee
 

Planning Committee on the 17th May will be held in the Town Hall.  Speakers will have the option of speaking via Zoom or in person at the Town Hall.  Speakers and members of the public attending the meeting in person will be required to sit in the Stone Hall and there will be a speaker and TV screen in the Stone Hall.  To ensure compliance with Covid requirements the Stone Hall will be limited to 28 people and priority will be given to speakers attending the meeting.  Planning Committee will also be streamed ‘live’ over You Tube.  The same arrangements are likely to be in place for the meeting on the 14th June.

 

Local Plan
 
The Local Plan Task Group has agreed a version of the Plan they would like to recommend to Cabinet and Full Council.  Such agreement is required as this version of the Plan will be the Submission version.  It is currently anticipated that this process will take place in the coming months.  Following agreement this will be published, alongside the suite of supporting documents, for a minimum of 6 weeks for representations to made.  The Plan, supporting documents, and any representations received will then be submitted to the Secretary of State for independent examination.  
 
Neighbourhood Plans
 
There 6 such plans which have been made and form part of the Local Development Plan ( Brancaster, South Wootton, Walpole Cross Keys, North Runcton & West Winch, Sedgeford.  There are two which have passed the examination stage and so can be given significant weight in the decision-making process ( Holme next-to-Sea and Upwell).  There are in the region of another 6 plans which are in and around the examination stage, so they will need to be taken into consideration in the near future.  Overall there are approximately 30+ local communities (1/3 of the Borough) engaged in the Neighbourhood Plan process.  They are important as they form part of the Local Development Plan and therefore, alongside the Local Plan, planning decisions must be taken in accordance with them (unless material considerations indicate otherwise).
 

Mayor’s Awards for Design in the Environment
 

The awards have been postponed until 2022.

