S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 9th November 2021. 

In the Village Hall, Church Lane, South Wootton
PRESENT: Mr D Price, Mr I Jordan, Mr J Smallwood, Mrs D Gotts, Mr S Wells, Mrs T Banks, Mr P Bland, Mr M Narborough, Mr K Reynolds, Mr A Evans, Mr S Scales, Mr R Williamson, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 

Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds

Public: Mrs W B
Mr John Thorpe (Trinity Rotary Club)

Mr Richard High (Priory Rotary Club)
APOLOGIES: Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs M Albinson, and County Cllr Mr N Daubney

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 12th October 2021, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Smallwood, seconded by Mr Wells with two abstentions, all other members were in favour, and they were signed by the Chairman. 
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant.
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – Mr Price welcomed Mrs B, Mr Thorpe, and Mr High to the meeting and asked Mr High if he would like to speak first.

Mr High thanked members for allowing him to speak and explained that he had previously attended a Parish Council meeting via Zoom.

He explained that both he and Mr Thorpe were present to discuss the possibility of planting trees at the 9-acre field and stated that over the last few weeks following discussions with the South Wootton in Bloom team, progress was being made quite rapidly.

Mr Thorpe circulated some photos of the two tree planting locations, it was explained that location one was along the southern boundary, where it had been envisaged that an avenue of trees could be planted along the new footpath – this location has previously had Parish Council support

Location two was the widening of the tree belt along the eastern boundary, which had received not so much support.
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Mr High explained that after discussions with SWiB the main blockage to the project was the type of trees which would be planted, it was said that whilst there are lots of free whips available, members of SWiB and the Parish Council had felt that larger more substantial trees would be better suited and would stand a better chance of survival, however, these trees would cost in the region of £100 each.

It was explained that after investigation, Mr Thorpe had managed to source some trees (Field Maple, Hornbeam and Sweet Chestnut), two to three metres tall from a Nursery in Rougham at no cost, it was said that if they are able to lift and transport the trees, they could help themselves.

Mr High explained that along with Mr Thorpe and members of the SWiB team they had visited the Nursery and had selected a number of suitable trees, it was said that planting should take place within the next two months to secure the best chance of their survival.

Mr High added that a mini digger has been sourced to lift the trees and a local pig farmer has kindly agreed the use of his trailer to transport them; all labour and equipment will be provided by the Rotary clubs.

Mrs Banks confirmed that the SWiB team have agreed to fund the poles and chicken wire netting to protect the trees at a cost of £250.00, enough to protect the twelve proposed trees.

Mr High stated that the twelve trees would be planted along the southern boundary, at five metre intervals and at a distance of four metres from the footpath.

Mr Price explained the legal situation and said that the area of land at the 9-acre field is to be gifted to South Wootton Parish Council in perpetuity, however, despite pressing for this to take place, the Deed of Transfer has not yet been received. It was said that following enquiries and from an insurance point of view, the Parish Council cannot currently do anything on the field.
Mrs Cornwell stated that she is continuing to chase the matter up.

Mrs Banks asked if authority to plant the trees can be requested from Hopkins and Moore as they are still the legal landowners. 
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Mr Price confirmed that the Parish Council is happy for the planting at location one – along the southern boundary to take place and said that the Parish Council would contact Hopkins and Moore for permission to carry out the planting, he hoped that an answer would be heard in the next week or so and then planting could take place as planned in early December. Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council ask Hopkins and Moore for their permission to plant trees along the southern boundary, this was seconded by Mr Price with all members in favour.

Mrs Cornwell stated that she would contact Hopkins and Moore to ask for permission and would inform Mr High and Mr Thorpe of the outcome.

(Clerk’s Note: A response has been received from Hopkins and Moore which states: 
In respect of the proposed tree planting to the south of the surfaced route of the PROW, whilst in principle, subject to adhering to the suggested distances and incorporating the necessary root barriers, we have no objection to this, for legal purposes, we would require that this does not take place until such time as the land has been transferred into the ownership of the Parish Council.
Matters are now well-advanced with this intended transfer, such that the Draft Agreement is currently with your Solicitors for review.

Hopefully this can conclude shortly, in order that you can then get the intended planting installed within the current season.

Mr High and Mr Thorpe thanked members for allowing them to attend and they both left the meeting.
Mr Price asked Mrs B if she had any questions.
Mrs B thanked members for allowing her to attend and stated that she had recently travelled down from Knights Hill towards ASDA and had noticed that the flashing 40mph sigh was not working correctly due to overgrown foliage.

Mr Jordan thanked Mrs B for her report and confirmed that the foliage had been cut earlier in the day.

There were no further questions.
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5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councillor Nockolds:  See attached Report.
Cllr Nockolds spoke regarding Planning Application, 21/00995/FM for the Proposed Primary Care Centre, and wished to explain her reasons for abstaining at the Borough Councils Planning Committee meeting.  She stated that she did not want to refuse the application; and she had attended various CCG Meetings as well as South Wootton Parish Council meetings regarding the matter.
She confirmed that she did declare an Interest as she is also a patient there, and added that the application was subsequently passed, and the St James Surgery are delighted with the outcome.

With no questions, Mr Price thanked Cllr Nockolds for her report.

County Councillor Daubney: No Report 
Mrs Cornwell informed members that Cllr Daubney had contacted her earlier in the day regarding a Road Safety Committee which has a fund available to pay for road safety improvements.

She explained that at this stage Cllr Daubney does not need full details of projects, just an expression of interest.

Mrs Cornwell explained that the scheme includes the cost of Parish Gates and held up a brochure from NBB Recycled Furniture with the types of gates available, including wording such as “Welcome to South Wootton, Please Drive Carefully”. She said that six gates would be adequate at a cost of £400.00 each (Total £2,400.00) and could be sited, two, (one each side of the road) at Grimston Road in the verge, two at Edward Benefer Way and two at Castle Rising Road, near to the Golf Club.
She confirmed that the full cost is paid by the Road Safety Committee and no funding is required from the Parish Council.

Mr Narborough said that he thought they would look nice and would make an attractive entrance to the Parish.

After discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that a request for the funding of six gates be put forward to Cllr Daubney, this was seconded by Mr Bland with all members in favour.
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Finally, Mrs Banks noted that Borough Councillor, Mr Graham Middleton had once again been unable to attend the meeting and asked if in the future he could kindly provide a report in his absence.
Mrs Cornwell said that each month she always provides Cllr Middleton with a copy of the previous month’s minutes along with an Agenda for the upcoming meeting and a request for his report.

6.  REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:

Assets  
Mr Narborough informed members that the next Assets Committee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 1st December 2021.
Flooding at the Pond: Mr Narborough confirmed that the issues at the Pond are still ongoing, however, NR Gullies have visited and have confirmed that all our pipes are clear, however, there appears to be a blockage at the boundary of the property set back from the road (33 Low Road) towards South Wootton Lane.
Mrs Cornwell confirmed that she had written to Mr Ben Hornigold to request that he carries out a survey of the Pond, looking at water levels and the overflow pipes and produce a report to hopefully look at bypassing the blockage and diverting the water at Nursery Lane. 
It was confirmed that the survey had been carried out earlier in the day and the Report should be received next week. 

Once the Report is received, this can be passed to NCC Highways Department to hopefully enable the water to be diverted.

Common Lane, Road Repairs: Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the Common Lane Road Repairs and confirmed that Neville Godfrey is scheduled to visit in November to carry out the necessary filling of the potholes and repairing of the damage to the speed bumps. 
Village Hall - Screening:  Mrs Cornwell stated that she had obtained some brochures and quotes for screening to hide the chairs and tables etc. This matter will be discussed at the next Assets Committee meeting in December.
Small Tree at Pond track:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that a resident of the Green had been in touch and had reported that the small tree outside his drive was in a poor state and had very few branches remaining.
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He had asked if this tree could be removed and replaced with a healthy alternative.

With all members happy, Mrs Banks kindly agreed to raise the matter at the next South Wootton in Bloom meeting.
9-Acre Field - Swales:  Mr Wells reported that following a recent walk past the 9- acre field he was surprised to notice that there are no safety barriers at the swales to stop unintended access to the dip, he felt that this could be potentially dangerous.

Comment was made that the swales are the responsibility of a Management Company, however, it was agreed that Hopkins and Moore should be contacted to highlight the issue to them.

(Clerk’s Note: Hopkins and Moore have advised that in respect of the surface water drainage ponds, they will be looking to install knee-railing around these, to limit the potential for unintended access to occur).

Finance
Mr Jordan informed members that the next Finance Committee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 5th January 2022, when all Parish Councillors will be invited to attend to discuss the budget and accept the Precept.
Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.

Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price with the Bank Statements for October 2021 and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Price was happy that everything balanced, he and Mr Jordan, the Chairman of the Finance Committee initialled the Bank Statements. 
Planning  
Planning Reports:  Mr Bland explained that all members had been provided with a copy of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and Decisions. He stated that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email.
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Planning Application 21/00995/FM 
Proposed Primary Care Centre - Land west of The Gardens, Edward Benefer Way, Kings Lynn: Mr Bland informed members that the Planning Application for the proposed Primary Care Centre had been approved by the Borough Council’s Planning Committee with the separate “T” Junction.

Local Plan Review / Neighbourhood Plan:  Mr Price informed members that following a meeting he had attended earlier in the year lead by Mr Alan Gomm regarding the Local Plan Review, it had been suggested that it would be a good idea if the Parish Council updates its Neighbourhood Plan to run to 2036, (it currently runs from 2015-2026). 

He said that a small sub-committee consisting of four members (Mr Price, Mr Jordan, Mr Bland, and Mrs Cornwell) had subsequently met to go through the document.

He added that updating the Neighbourhood Plan was quite straight forward and some relatively minor amendments were made which would take us through to 2036.

He added that in view of there only being minor changes, it is probable that the Borough Council will approve the document, without the need for an Inspector to look at it or a Referendum taking place.

Mr Price referred to the circulated document with additions highlighted in blue and removals highlighted in red and asked members if they had any comments to make.
With all members happy, Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council submit the revised South Wootton Neighbourhood Plan document to Mr Alan Gomm at the Borough Council for approval, this was seconded by Mr Jordan with all members in favour.

NCC Parish Partnership Scheme - SAM2:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that following last month’s Parish Council meeting she and Mr Bland had met with Mrs Bettinson from NCC Highways and Roy from Westcotec to look at suitable locations for siting a possible SAM2 sign.

She explained that a sign is two directional so can be turned around to face the opposite way and that it can only remain in a particular site for four weeks.
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Five suitable locations have been identified as follows:

· Outside 19, Nursery Lane – Near to the Swan Pub

· Outside 110, Nursery Lane – Hopkins and Moore Estate

· Outside Farm End, Nursery Lane – Near to Ryalla Drift

· Outside Pompano House, Priory Lane

· Outside High House, 29 Castle Rising Road

Mrs Cornwell informed members that she has sent consultation letters to those residents seeking their approval, responses are yet to be received.

She stated that a revised quote has also been obtained including brackets, a spare battery, and a charger for £3,528 +VAT, 50% of this cost will hopefully be awarded from the NCC Parish Partnership Scheme.
After discussion, all members were happy for Mrs Cornwell to submit a bid for NCC Parish Partnership Scheme funding.

Comment was made that if everything goes well the Parish Council can apply again next year for another SAM2 and additional locations can be added.

Mrs Cornwell explained to members that as the battery for the SAM2 needs to be changed every two weeks, she had asked Mr Stuart Wightman, the Litter Warden if he would carry out the battery change fortnightly and turn the SAM2 around.
Mr Wightman has happily agreed to do this fortnightly on a Tuesday when he does his Litter round.

Finally, it was said that the SAM2 can also collect data and count passing traffic, the information can be downloaded simply onto the Parish Council’s Galaxy Android tablet which may be useful in the future.

Policy   
Mr Smallwood confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last Parish Council meeting, the next meeting is scheduled for February 2022.
7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – See attached.
Cllr Nockolds informed members that she had attended a meeting earlier in the day with an Ofsted Inspector, she said that a small Inspection is being carried out at the school and a verbal report will be available at the end of day tomorrow.
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Junior School: - No Report.
Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts spoke regarding the rejuvenation of the Small Children’s Play Area at Wootton Park and reminded members to use the blue tokens at Tesco to vote for funding for the project. She stated that between £500 and £1,500 is available from the Tesco community fund grant.
Mrs B informed members that the Car Park renovations at Wootton Park are due to start; the area will have the mud taken up and replaced with a hardcore base and shingle, making an all-weather surface to hopefully alleviate some of the parking problems.

All members were happy.

South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Banks confirmed that two sets of minutes had been circulated to all members – one from the AGM held on 19th October 2021 and the second set, the minutes of the usual meeting also held on 19th October 2021.

She referred to the minutes and confirmed that she had been elected as the new Chairman, with Mrs Albinson elected as the Vice Chairman.

Mrs Banks spoke regarding the Anglia in Bloom Awards and was pleased to report that the results of this year’s virtual competition have been published, she stated that the Parish received an overall Gold Award, and in the categories, they had won the Area of Sustainable Planting with St Mary’s Churchyard Garden.

She stated that she was unsure whether next year would be a real or virtual competition.

All members were happy.
8. CORRESPONDENCE: – 
Norfolk ALC Wellbeing
Webinars, Support for Carers,

Info PC




Hope for a Sustainable Future
Norfolk ALC


Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
      “

WN Community Transport
Voluntary Drivers Needed


      “

BCKL&WN


Council Tax Support Consultation -
      “





Runs until 29.11.2021
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9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated list.

Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount

No




No
117
A10 Pest Control

108238
Pond/Allots Pest Control
  80.40

118
Glebe Farm Hedging

108239
Hedging Whips Cemetery
113.95

119
ESPO



108240
VH Gas – September
 
  41.87

120
Imperative Training

108241
Defib Pads


543.60

121
Anglian Chemicals

108242
VH Materials


  74.65

122
CGM



108243
Grass Cutting


335.62

123
ECS Computers

108244
Online backup


171.36

124
HMRC



108245
Cont’b Oct


849.22

124A
Norfolk Pension Fund

D/D 21 Oct 
Cont’b October

973.83

124B
Prudential


D/D 21 Oct
AVC



  80.00

124C
Mrs T Cornwell

D/D 21 Oct
Salary & Exps – Oct BACS  )

124D
Mrs M Kirby


D/D 21 Oct      Salary  Oct - BACS  )           2514.65

124E
R J McIntyre


D/D 21 Oct      Salary – Oct BACS  )

124F
D Philpot


D/D 21 Oct 
Salary & Exps –Oct- BACS )

124G
S Wightman


D/D 21 Oct
Wages – Oct - BACS            1488.85

124H
V & J Knitwear

D/D 21 Oct
Refuse Bags

   
  32.34

124J
Peter Bourner


D/D 21 Oct
Tree Surgery

            500.00

124K    BMAC Garden Services
D/D 21 Oct
Various Jobs

            100.00

125
Total Energies


108246
S/Lighting Supply-Sept           605.58

126
Mrs J Nicholls


108247
Bus Shelter Cleaning
              15.00

127
ECS Computers

108248
Internet/Toner/Mouse
            278.80

128
AMR Electrical

108249
Circuit Board works

652.68
Plus, Accounts received since circulated list:

129
Cancelled


108250
130
Brights



108251
V/Hall Cleaning 6/9 to 31/10
810.43

131
K & M Lighting Ltd

108252
Street Light Maint Nov
499.19

132
ECS Computers

108253
Online Backup & Internet
171.36

133
Hilton Care


108254
Refund V/Hall Booking Covid 105.00

134
CGM Ltd


108255
Grass Cutting 30/9

419.58
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Bank balances as at 29.10.2021
Community Account
      

     
         49,351.26
Step saver a/c
                 
      
                  0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                             200,000.00
Total                                                                                              £249,351.26
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05pm.
10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 14th December 2021, in the Village Hall, South Wootton.
14th December 2021                                                               

     Chairman
-140-
