
SOUTH WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL REPORT 2022
ASSETS: 
Allotments: The Parish Council has 109 allotments, and currently there are a few vacancies and no one on the waiting list, anyone interested in becoming a tenant should contact the Parish Office.

The hire cost per year is good value at £30.00, however, this is due to go up to £40.00 per year from April 2023. Income from the renewal fees is spent on things including the Water Rates, Hedge Cutting and replacement Water Tanks.

Other expenditure during the past year includes the laying of cockleshells on the driveways and a new tarmac entrance.

Village Green and Open Spaces:  The Green is looking well with a new tarmac footpath installed from Nursery Close to Common Lane which has been a huge asset and is regularly used.

Extensive work to avoid flooding has taken place on the track which runs across the Green from Nursery Lane to the Cottages, work is ongoing with the overflow pipe which carries water from the Pond to Low Road, this is in hand and should be completed quite soon.

The Village Hall:  The Village Hall is currently looking great, money has been spent on renewing the tables, on new flooring, blinds, and screens.
Cemetery / St Mary’s Churchyard:  The new Cemetery area is now being used as all plots in the original Cemetery have been taken up.

New gravel has been laid on the paths and the whole Cemetery is looking good. 

9-Acre Field:  The Parish Council is soon to take over ownership of the 9-Acre Field, new fencing and gates have been installed and trees will be planted along the footpath in due course.

Parish Office: An extension to the Parish Office will hopefully take place over the summer, providing a larger space for Hire.

FINANCE: 
The Finance Committee, consisting of 8 Parish Councillors, meets four times a year in April, July, October, and January to examine each quarter’s accounts before making recommendations to the full Parish Council. 

All Parish Councillors attend the January meeting of the Finance Committee, not only to examine the three-quarter year accounts but to consider requests for inclusion of items in the budget for the following year from which the Parish Precept is determined.

Despite another difficult year because of the continuing Covid 19 pandemic and the necessary extra cleaning and sanitising measures, particularly in the Village Hall, the routine administration and maintenance tasks have been carried out in the usual efficient manner, always bearing in mind the financial implications.  

The accounts and spending for the year are consistent with the Budget but there has been investment and improvement in some items as decided by the full Parish Council, which has resulted in an overspend of £9,608 net which has been met from reserves.  

The main items are - dealing with the flooding issues at the Pond (£1,600 plus), the new path from Nursery Close to The Green (£4,215), repairs to the fence beside the cycle path Northwards from Avon Road (£1,500), the new fencing and gates at the field behind Hopkins Homes (£4,755) which is being transferred to the Parish Council in perpetuity for the benefit of parishioners, and screens for the Village Hall (£1,000).  

The Parish Council are grateful to our County Councillor Nick Daubney for a grant of £1,000 from the Members’ Fund towards the cost of the repairs to the Avon Road cycle path fence, and to the Borough Council for a grant of £834 towards the new Nursery Close path.

The Precept for the current year has been set at £99,965, equating to an increase from last year of just 66 pence per year for a Band D property.  Other than routine matters, the main expenditure this year will be an extension to the Meeting Room with a kitchen and toilet, which should be built during the schools’ summer holiday and will then be available for groups to hire for their use.  Funding for the extension has been accrued, earmarked and is available within the Parish Council reserves.  

PLANNING: 
The Parish Council is a designated statutory consultee regarding planning matters and, consequently, we receive for comment, planning applications relevant to the Parish from the Borough Council.
The Parish Council has devolved responsibility for commenting on the applications to The Planning Committee which is made up of eight Parish Councillors. This year we have dealt with 62 planning applications. We have supported 54 and opposed 7. One was withdrawn.

During the Covid restrictions the Planning Committee view applications individually and respond by email to the Parish Office.

As reported last year we opposed the Camland development at Knights Hill and as we all know the Developers were successful on appeal. The three neighbouring Parish Councils are continuing to engage with the Borough and County Councils to try and improve the traffic flow and the general environment for the residents in the Parishes.

POLICY: 
The Policy Committee is scheduled to meet quarterly, however, actually meets when there is specific business to be dealt with.
South Wootton Parish Council has “Quality Status”. This means that the Council must ensure that we comply with all legislation governing the conduct of business at this level of Local Government.

In the course of each year we: - 

Check that we are conducting meetings and managing our affairs in accordance with the rules. Therefore, our Standing Orders, governing the conduct of meetings are reviewed annually.

Data Protection is another matter requiring our attention.

Staff appraisals are considered, these take place around the turn of the year. In the light of the outcome of the appraisal process we may recommend changes to terms of employment. All our employees are paid an hourly rate above the National Minimum Wage.

In the course of the past year, we have paid attention to our safety policies, modifying them where required. It is a requirement, in law, for the Parish to safeguard both its staff and the public using its facilities, as far as possible.  Hence risk assessments for the Allotments, the Green, the Cemetery, the Parish Office, Car Park, and the Village Hall.
Amongst the matters that we have considered has been our Action Plan for the present year. The Plan encapsulates our immediate, medium, and longer term aims. This year we intend to extend the Parish Office Meeting Room. 
PRESENTATIONS FROM AFFILIATED COMMITTEES: 
WOOTTON PARK: 
The Car Park has been completed and it is now an all-weather Car Park with room for 36 cars. The £10,000 CIL grant funding was successful, and with the match funding from the Football Club, South Wootton Parish Council, North Wootton Parish Council and Wootton Park this was completed. There is a sign up near the Car Park stating that this funding was made possible by The Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk.
There are still some issues with the football match days, particularly when there is a changeover of matches. The Car Park near the nine-acre field should help alleviate this problem as there are another 24 car parking spaces there.  
Ten trees have been planted on the Park, two at the edge of the Car Park, an Indian bean tree in South Wootton Gap and the same in North Wootton Gap, along with five various ones along the edge in the field by the Car Park. One of these trees was purchased by Priory Rotary Club for which we are very grateful. Priory Rotary Club also came along to help with the planting of the trees. The other trees have been purchased from the 200 Club. The trees are being regularly watered to give them the best chance of survival. Signs have been made up to put with these two trees, which say ‘The Queen’s Green Canopy, The Platinum Jubilee 2022’. A picture was taken and put in the Lynn News.
Parishioners are encouraged to join the 200 Club, there are currently only 116 members. These funds are much needed for the Park, to enable the purchase the trees as mentioned, wildflower seeds for the strips, as well as new benches.

A tree survey has been undertaken on all the trees in the Park. This needs to be done every couple of years for the safety of all that use the Park and the residents who have houses on the boundary of the Park with trees near them. A few trees were lost in the high winds, not large trees fortunately; these are in the wooded areas and are in the process of being taken away.
Unlike the CIL funding for the Car Park, the Grant funding for the Pavilion changing rooms was unsuccessful this time, another application will be submitted in July. 

The Picnic on the Park event is being organised, with many people wanting to have a stall. The entertainment, disco music, inflatables, children’s activities, live bands, dog show, bar and food stalls have been organised. 
Anyone able to volunteer on the day are being asked to contact Mr Will Border the Chairman of the Wootton Park Committee. A £3,000 grant from the Lottery Fund was successful and will help enormously to make it a fantastic community event.
The members of payback in the community group have helped on the Park with various jobs that need doing. They attend once a week during the covid times, as it is a big field, they were able to meet there to do the work. They will be with us for the next couple of weeks, before leaving us for a while to do other work on other projects elsewhere. 
Work that they have done includes clearing away from the dyke edges; they made and put in place the wooden bridge, as well as installed four new waste bins; they have laid down the wood chippings around the wooded area paths at the bug hotel. The final task is to take up all the bulbs where the telephone mast is being situated so that the daffodils and snow drops are not lost there. 
The dykes need addressing as they are becoming silted, this will be done in better weather.

The Green Fingered Gym will be starting in May, on the second Wednesday of the month from 5.30 p.m. in the Park. To anyone who wants to volunteer, there are various jobs which need doing. In the event of heavy rain, it will be cancelled.
Small Children’s Play Area: All funding is now in place including the FCC Community Grant and the monies from the Tesco Blue Tokens.

A Grant of £300.00 has also been received from Cllr Nockolds Members Fund.

Once the equipment details have been finalised, an installation date will be agreed, with completion hopefully by the summer holidays.

SOUTH WOOTTON IN BLOOM:  
South Wootton in Bloom is made up of a team of volunteers who are responsible for planting the various displays of spring bulbs in the Village, over the years 1,000’s of daffodil bulbs have been planted for everyone to enjoy.

SWiB needs some younger people to help out with tasks, if anyone is interested in volunteering could they please contact Mrs Albinson as they would be very welcome to join.

The Hanging Baskets which are usually placed at the shops will not be done this year, with no one regularly watering them, they had proved to be unsuccessful.

Anyone able to help out with the huge task of dead heading the daffodils, their assistance would be greatly appreciated.


