PLANNING REPORT – 31st May 2022
Planning Applications received 
22/00666/F 
9 Blickling Close, South Wootton.
Side Extension
Decision: Support the application.
Note: Planning Applications should conform to the Policies laid out in the South Wootton Neighbourhood Plan.
22/00807/CU
The Landings, 51 Castle Rising Road, South Wootton 

Change of use of existing swimming pool from private use to use by other persons outside of the household to be able use the facility.

Decision: Object to the Application 

We understand that the use of the pool will be required for two or three mornings a week, occasional evenings, ad hoc bookings for family rental, groups of 6-8 people at a time, with the possibility of swimming lessons. The use of the pool, which is situated to the rear of a private house in a residential area, is likely to give rise to conditions that are detrimental to the amenity of occupants of adjoining houses, as a result of noise and disturbance caused by users of the pool and the associated increase in traffic. Contrary to South Wootton Neighbourhood Plan Policy B4

Note: Planning Applications should conform to the Policies laid out in the South Wootton Neighbourhood Plan.
The Borough Council has GRANTED Planning Permission for the following Applications:

20/01954/RMM

Land NW of South Wootton School, Off Edward Benefer Way, King's Lynn  
Reserved Matters Application following outline planning permission 17/01151/OM for the construction of 450 dwellings with associated infrastructure, to include access, landscaping, appearance, layout, and scale.  

22/00540/F
14 Briar Close, South Wootton.

Extension and Alterations 
22/00040/TPO
28 Barsham Drive, South Wootton
2/TPO/00171/ T1 English Oak – Large crown spread and heavily extended limbs.

The Norfolk County Council Local List for Validation of Planning Applications Consultation Draft, 2022: Invitation to respond to consultation: 
We have responded as follows:
Ref: LLCON/2022/0001 Norfolk
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these two draft documents.

Both documents are essentially comprehensive manuals as to the completion and submission of major planning applications relative to those which require Norfolk County Council approval (as opposed to Borough/District Councils) together with the necessary documentation and evidence of compliance with the requirements.  There is also the offer of, and the opportunity to receive, pre-application advice which undoubtedly will be of assistance to applicants and should ease the planning process.

This is to be commended.

As far as South Wootton Parish Council is concerned the vital part of these proposals is the Community Involvement which, over the past few years, has sadly been virtually non-existent.  

For the avoidance of doubt, South Wootton is a village to the North of King’s Lynn of about 1,825 residential properties but 5 major developments have recently been approved – 4 residential and a new medical centre – all of which are to be connected to the Grimston Road/Low Road/Edward Benefer Way route, which is the main commuter route into and out of the town of King’s Lynn.  As a result of weight limits within the town, this is the ONLY authorised route for heavy goods vehicles from all over the Country and abroad to and from King’s Lynn Docks and Port.

The new developments are for a further 1,200 residential properties which will have an enormous impact on the already overcrowded route through the Village, the smaller development of 55 properties has a ‘T’ junction with a wide splay and will not have the same impact as the other 4 developments.    The mitigation for the problems from the other 4 developments is limited to 2 off-set roundabouts, an uncontrolled ‘T’ junction for the medical centre and new traffic lights at the Asda junction, all of which will do little or nothing to improve the traffic flow along this major route.

The main problems will come from the 600 property Knights Hill development with only one access/egress road onto Grimston Road and no planned bus services onto the site.  This is the subject of separate ongoing correspondence, but the crux of the matter is the lack of consultation and liaison between the County Council and the Parish Council – the formally elected representatives of the residents of the Village and who know the problems and the suggested solutions thereto but are consistently ignored.

This was exemplified at the Planning Appeal hearing for the Knights Hill development which had been refused by the Borough Council, by the appalling withdrawal, without any notice, of the County Council representation, with the consequence that the appeal was allowed by the Inspector and the Secretary of State.  Now we have to live with the problems and issues which will seriously impact on the Village and its infrastructure.  

We hope that the adoption of these new documents will ensure that in future there is proper and meaningful consultation and liaison between the County Council and the Parish Council.

