S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 14th June 2022 

In the Village Hall, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. PRESENT: Mr I Jordan, Mrs T Banks, Mrs D Gotts, Mr A Evans, Mr S Wells, Mr P Bland, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs M Albinson, Mr R Williamson, Mr K Reynolds, Mr S Scales, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 

Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds

APOLOGIES: Mr D Price, Mr J Smallwood, Mr M Narborough, and County Councillor Mr N Daubney

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 10th May 2022, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Evans with all members in favour, they were signed by the Vice Chairman. 
3.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant.
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – None present
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 
Borough Councillor Nockolds:  See attached Report.
Cllr Nockolds added that a lot of work is ongoing with the Town Deal Award, she stated that projects include the new Multi-User Community Hub, including a Library and the St George’s Guildhall Complex. The project proposals need to be submitted to the Government by 5th July 2022. A Public meeting will take place on 23rd June 2022.
Mr Jordan spoke regarding the existing Library and asked what would happen to the building.
Cllr Nockolds confirmed that this is owned by the County Council and after public consultation, they would like to keep it open for community use, perhaps as a venue to display Art and possibly a café with outside garden.

She added that in a small room upstairs there are some very old books which are several hundred years old, this space could also be used to display some of the many artifacts we have in Kings Lynn.
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Mr Scales spoke regarding a misleading article in the press regarding the Guildhall.
Cllr Nockolds reported that there is unfortunately one person who puts out negative information.

Mrs Banks enquired about the new Multi-User Community Hub, and said that this needs to be accessible, she commented that there is no free Car Parking nearby.
Cllr Nockolds sated that Parking charges in Kings Lynn are competitive with other towns.

Finally, Cllr Nockolds reminded members that the next Creative Arts East event would be held in South Wootton Village Hall tomorrow afternoon if anyone is interested in attending.
Borough Councillor Middleton: No Report

County Councillor Daubney:  See attached
6.  REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:

Assets  

In the absence of Mr Narborough, the Assets Committee Chairman, Mr Jordan confirmed that a meeting had been held on 1st June 2022, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

Allotments - Allotments Risk Assessment:  It was confirmed that members of the Assets Committee had been provided with a copy of the Allotments Risk Assessment, it was explained that an additional item had been included regarding Tenants’ personal equipment, tools, hose pipes etc.

With all members happy with the addition, and with no other amendments, Mr Williamson proposed that the Parish Council adopts the Allotments Risk Assessment, this was seconded by Mrs Banks with all members in favour.

Possible Tree Planting at the Allotments:  Mr Reynolds referred to the Allotments Update within the Minutes and the suggestion that a few trees could be planted on the problematic middle plots which become flooded from time to time.

He said that he supports the idea or birds, bees and Wildflowers but feels that trees are inappropriate for planting on the Allotments.
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Mrs Cornwell informed members that since the Assets Committee meeting, a tenant, Mrs S, had been in touch to ask if the Parish Council would allow her to create a Community Wildlife Allotment Garden on Plot 22, Mrs Cornwell read out the ideas put forward by Mr S which includes:

· Fencing and netting the Plot - which is hedgehog friendly

· Planting six fruit trees (three Apple and three Pear)
· Installation of a Pond

· Barbeque area

· Planting Wildflowers and Vegetables

It was explained that Mrs S would create and maintain the Plot, but it would be open to other tenants to enjoy and share the produce.

Mrs Cornwell said that Mrs S had produced a breakdown of the anticipated costs (£361.00) and asked if the Parish Council would be willing to support the idea and make a financial contribution.
Mrs Banks suggested that some CIL money could be put towards it, however, it was said that all current CIL money has been accounted for with the Parish Office Extension.

It was said however, that there are funds available in the Allotments Fund.

After discussion, members were generally happy with the idea in principle, Mr Jordan proposed that Mrs S be allowed to create a Community Wildlife Allotment Garden, however, there should be no concrete used for the fence posts or pond, that there is no Barbeque for safety reasons, and that only small type fruit trees are planted, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister, with one objection, all other members were in favour. 
With regards to a financial contribution, Mr Scales proposed that the Parish Council contributes £200.00 towards the project, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
Village Hall - South Wootton Pre-School use of Committee Room:  Mr Jordan explained that a letter had been received from Lisa Carter at the Pre-School explaining that they would like to have more formal use of the Committee Room.

It was said that the Pre-School currently use the Committee Room as a safe space for the children to go when they need some time out and that they would therefore be grateful if they could use the space more permanently without the need to put it away each day.
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After discussion, Mr Williamson proposed that the Parish Council allow the Pre-School to use the Committee Room, however, it must be emptied should a large function be taking place and at the end of each term (Christmas, Easter, and Summer), this was seconded by Mr Scales with all members in favour. 

Redecorating:  Mr Jordan explained that the Village Hall Caretakers would like to redecorate the Village Hall over the summer holidays and explained that enquiries had been made into hiring a small scaffolding to help with the job.

It was said that the scaffolding could be hired at a cost of £60.00 for a week.

Mr Williamson proposed that the Parish Council hire a small scaffolding to assist with the painting of the Hall at a cost of £60.00, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
Willow Trees opposite the Swan – Broken Limbs:  Mr Jordan informed members that during a recent visit, Mr Peter Bourner, the Tree Surgeon had noticed that the Willow Trees opposite the Swan, have some broken limbs.

Members agreed that the Parish Council should ask Mr Bourner to carry out the necessary Tree work.

Trees – Native Species Only:  Mrs Cornwell explained that following the Assets Committee meeting, Mr Smallwood had been in touch to say that he strongly objects to Non-native trees being planted in the Parish as they are not good for the environment.

After discussion, Mrs Banks proposed that the Parish Council should be able to plant any tree which is appropriate for its site, this was seconded by Mrs Gotts with two members against, all other members were in favour.
Boot Camp on The Green:  Mr Jordan referred to the Assets Minutes and the proposal from Mr H, a resident of Appledore Close to hold a fitness boot camp on The Green.
It was said that members of the Assets Committee had discussed the suggestion at length and had concerns regarding vehicles parking and an increase in traffic at Appledore Close, that people attending would walk through residents’ gardens on The Green and that motivational music early on a Sunday morning was inappropriate.

It was also felt improper to allow a business to operate on The Green and concerns were raised about insurance aspects in case any injuries occur.
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Mrs Gotts proposed that the Parish Council do not allow Mr H to hold his boot camp on The Green, this was seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour.
Surface water drainage ponds: Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the water drainage ponds at the 9 Acre field and confirmed that after speaking to the developer they have confirmed that the knee rail fencing is in hand and will be installed as soon as possible.
Finance
Mr Jordan confirmed that no meeting had been held, however, said that the next Finance Committee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 6th July 2022.

Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.

Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Jordan with the Bank Statements for May 2022 and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Jordan was happy that everything balanced, he initialled the Bank Statements. 
Planning  

Planning Reports:  Mr Bland explained that all members had been provided with copies of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and 

Decisions. He stated that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email.

22/00807/CU

Change of use of existing swimming pool from private use to use by other persons outside of the household to be able use the facility.

The Landings, 51 Castle Rising Road, South Wootton.

Mr Bland informed members that following the submission of our objections to the Borough Council, members of the Planning Committee had been invited by the resident to visit the site. 
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It was said that following the visit, members had still felt that the objections applied to the Application and therefore, decided not to retract its objection to the proposal. Mr Scales proposed that the Parish Council stands by its original objections, this was seconded by Mr Bland with all members in favour.
20/01954/RMM

Reserved Matters Application following outline planning permission 17/01151/OM for the construction of 450 dwellings with associated infrastructure, to include access, landscaping, appearance, layout, and scale.
Land NW of South Wootton School Off Edward Benefer Way King's Lynn:  

Mr Bland was pleased to report that at the Borough Council’s Planning Committee Meeting, when the Reserved Matters application was discussed, members had inserted a condition that the new proposed Health Centre / Care Centre must be reached by a road through the new Larkfleet development.
Mr Bland suggested that the Parish Council should write to the Borough Council thanking them for this and to request that the same condition is included on the Health Centre application when it comes forward for discussion of the reserve matters. 

After discussion, Mr Bland proposed that a letter should be sent to the Borough Council thanking them for inserting the condition and to request that it is also inserted into the Health Centre application, this was seconded by Mr Jordan, with one abstention, all other members were in favour.
Clayland Developments:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that she had not heard from Mr Tilley, at Clayland Developments for some time and had sent him an email to request an update of the situation.
Pedestrian Safety in South Wootton: Mrs Cornwell informed members that an email had been received from a resident, Miss S, who is concerned regarding pedestrian safety in South Wootton and particularly her journey from home in the Deas Road area to the Infant school in Church Lane (through Oak Avenue, over Castle Rising Road, across Common Lane and Nursery Lane).
Mrs Cornwell read out the email from Miss S, which included lots of suggestions to improve safety, including the closure of Common Lane.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the email had been forwarded on to our NCC Highways engineer who has responded to say that whilst some of the suggestions, are restricted by space constraints, the siding out of the footway at the Nursery Lane / Church Lane junction to open it up fully has been programmed and will widen the footway making it safer for pedestrians.
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The Bramble Drive residents have been spoken to and they will try to ensure the stones are kept off the carriageway in the future. (These have been swept up already).
 

Regarding the junction with Common Lane and Castle Rising Road there are no issues currently and there is good visibility, it appears that the landowners keep on top of this vegetation growth. 

Mrs Cornwell stated that she has spoken to Miss S regarding the NCC Highways response, and she was generally happy that the Parish Council has done what it can to help make improvements.
Members of the Parish Council agreed that Common Lane should not be closed.

NCC Consultation – NCC Local List for Validation of Planning Applications:  Mr Bland reported that Mr Jordan had produced a response to the Consultation document which had been posted to County Hall at the end of May.
Policy
Mrs Cornwell confirmed that no meeting had been held. 
7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – See attached.
Junior School: - See attached.
Mrs Banks informed members that some children from the Junior School would be taking part in a Public Speaking competition on Wednesday evening.
Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts reported that everything is fine with Wootton Park and the Wildflower strips are coming on well.
She said that the Queens Platinum Jubilee Event which took place on Friday 3rd June, was a lovely day, the weather was good, and the music was terrific making for a great atmosphere. Over £600.00 was raised which will hopefully go towards another event next year.
The next Wootton Park meeting is scheduled for Thursday 23rd June 2022.

With no questions, all members were happy.
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South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Banks confirmed that a meeting had been held on 17th May 2022, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

She said that the SWiB Team had a stall at the Queens Platinum Jubilee Event which was very successful and £381.00 had been raised.

Mrs Banks added that the event had been very well run and she sent her compliments to the organisers.

With nothing more to add and no questions, all members were happy.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list, plus
U3A Group – Request to borrow Village Hall Screens: Mrs Cornwell explained that Mrs C, from the Kings Lynn U3A had been in touch to say that nationally the organisation called 'The Third Age Trust' - (u3a) is celebrating 40 years since its foundation, and the day chosen for this is Wednesday 21st September 2022. 
Mrs Cornwell stated that the King's Lynn u3a will be holding an 'Open Day' to celebrate this event on this day, at the Dukes Head Ballroom from 10.30am - 3.30pm and that Mrs C had emailed her to request that the Parish Council allow them to 'borrow' the two new screens in the Village Hall. 
It was explained that the screens would be used to display 'posters' made by their various groups (they have over fifty groups from learning languages to learning to play musical instruments, bridge, digital photography etc.) and they would take great care of them, collect, and return them.

Mrs Albinson proposed that the Parish Council allow the U3A Group to borrow the screens. 

After discussion, members were concerned that the screens are not display boards and that the use of pins or adhesive may damage them, it was also said that the screens were quite costly and would cost a lot of money to replace should they become damaged, with no seconder to Mrs Albinson’s proposal, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council does not loan out the Village Hall Screens, this was seconded by Mr Reynolds, with one abstention, all other members were in favour.

Mrs Cornwell stated that in the past the Parish Council has borrowed display screens from the Borough Council, it was also said that the Guildhall have screens that may possibly be loaned out for use. 
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9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated list.

Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount

No




No
28
WEL Medical


108374
Defib Cabinet Stickers
  18.16

29
Brights



108375
VH Cleaning – May

451.01

30
ESPO



108376
VH Gas – April

  87.82

31
Anglian Chemicals

108377
VH Materials


  39.06

32
Total Energies


108378
PO Electric – April

  55.31

33
Total Energies


108379
S/Lighting Supply-April
830.08

34
Mrs E Manning

108380
W/P Internal Audit

  50.00

35
ESPO



108381
Stationery/Hoover Head
  43.08

36
Anglian Water


108382
PO Water


  77.60

37
ECS Computers

108383
Fuser Kit


258.00

38
HMRC



108384
Cont’b May

          1081.67

38A
Norfolk Pension Fund

BACS 

24 May Cont’b  - May
          1460.46

38B
Prudential


BACS

24 May  AVC – TC –May  
150.00

38C
Mrs T Cornwell

BACS 

24 May Salary & Exps May)

38D
Mrs M Kirby


BACS 

24 May Salary – May  )        2553.67

38E
S Wightman


BACS 

24 May Salary– May   )      

38F
D Philpot


BACS 

24 May Salary – May )         1381.46    

38G
V & J Knitwear

BACS 

24 May Refuse Sacks

  66.84

Plus, Accounts received since circulated list:
39
SLCC


108385
TC Membership


270.00

40
ECS Computers
108386
Ink Cartridge



  40.38

41
K & M Lighting

108387
S/Lighting Maint – June

499.19

42
Magpie Security
108388
Keys for padlocks


  15.28

43
G Reid


108389
Allotments Refund


  30.00

44
Pattrick & Thompson
108390
Wooden posts – Pond

    8.41

45
NPFA


108391
Subs




  30.00

46
K & M Lighting

108392
Repairs Willow/Pine Rd
          2286.38

47
RC Murray

108393
Structural Surveys


825.00

48
CGM


108394
Grass Cutting



788.77

49
ECS Computers
108395
Online Backup



188.04

50
S Peach

108396
Allotments Refund


  30.00

51
Anglian Water

108397
VH Water



264.81

52
Anglian Water

108398
PO Water



  44.14

53
Anglian Water

108399
Allots Water



  43.86

54
Total Energies

108400
PO Electric – May


  58.42

55
Total Energies

108401
S/Lighting Electric – May

800.75
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Bank balances as at 31.5.2022
Community Account
      

     
         38,369.90
Step saver a/c
                 
      
                  0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                             250,000.00
Total                                                                                              £288,369.90
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.00pm.
10. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:  See attached
11. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 12th July 2022, in the Village Hall, South Wootton.
12th July 2022                                                               

     Chairman
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