S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 11th October 2022 

In the Village Hall, Church Lane, South Wootton
Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the recent meetings held in the Village Hall and the problems people have experienced with hearing, she explained that the Parish Council does have a Hearing Loop available in the Hall, however, someone is coming to look at it tomorrow with a view to getting it up and working correctly.
1. PRESENT: Mr D Price, Mr I Jordan, Mrs T Banks, Mr P Bland, Mrs D Gotts, Mr S Wells, Mrs M Albinson, Mr K Reynolds, Mr H Hofmeister, Mr R Williamson, Mrs T Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 

Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds

Public: Mr R High (Priory Rotary Club)
APOLOGIES: Mr M Narborough, Mr S Scales, Mr J Smallwood, Mr A Evans and

County Councillor Mr N Daubney

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 13th September 2022, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Hofmeister, seconded by Mr Reynolds with two abstentions, all other members were in favour, and they were signed by the Chairman. 
3.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant.
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – Mr Price welcomed Mr High to the evenings meeting and explained that he was present to speak about tree planting at the 9 Acre Field.
Mr High explained that he had previously attended a Parish Council meeting about a year ago, regarding the possibility of planting trees on the 9 Acre Field.

At that time, the Parish Council was still awaiting the legal transfer of the land to take place, however, Mr High understood that whilst formal Land Registry documents have not yet been received, the transfer is complete and if the Parish Council is happy tree planting could take place.

Mr High said that he had liaised with Mr Richard Fisher, (Borough Council Tree Officer) and Mrs Banks from South Wootton in Bloom and three different Options had been discussed;
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Option One – To obtain a variety of free trees from Rougham Hall, this is still an option, however the owner has been unwell recently and it was generally thought inappropriate to make contact at the present time.

Option Two – To purchase large container grown trees from a nursery such as Barcham Trees PLC at a cost of £200 to £300 each (Discount for 10+ trees). 

Mr High stated that the Rotary Club would be unable to put too much money towards the project and asked how the Parish Council felt about this option and the possibility of funding it.

Mr Jordan stated that the Parish Council currently has no available funds, he explained that the increased costs of the Meeting Room Extension has put a pressure on finances and felt that due to this, the tree planting project may have to wait another year.

Mrs Gotts suggested that some of the trees purchased by Wootton Park for the NCC Green Canopy Project could be used.

Mrs Banks stated that these are only very small whips and would unfortunately be inappropriate, she added that members of South Wootton in Bloom have discussed the suitable tree types in detail and have agreed that they need to be 3 metres high at a minimum.

Option Three – Mr High stated that during discussions with Mr Richard Fisher, he had recommended Tamar Nursery in Wisbech, he explained that large bare root trees at a height of between 6ft and 12ft high could be purchased at a cost of - between £25.00 to £35.00 for 6ft Trees and £60.00 to £70.00 for 12ft Trees.
He added that average 9ft trees would cost approximately £50 each (10 trees £500.00), plus a £25.00 delivery charge. These trees are also guaranteed, and the Nursery will replace any trees that fail to grow.
Mrs Banks stated that SWiB have agreed to pay the cost of all materials, stakes, and ties etc from the Parish Council’s £500.00 Grant.

Mr High stated that Grants are available for the bare rooted trees from The Tree Council, where the full cost of the trees would be funded subject to the tree planting being a Community Scheme with young people involved.

Mr High stated that he would happily submit a Grant application if the Parish Council were happy, he said that various groups of young people could be asked to help such as the Scouts, pupils from Kings Lynn Academy and he explained that North Wootton Academy have already shown an interest.
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Mrs Albinson commented that if the Grant Application is successful, members of the SWiB Team would ensure that there is good soil preparation prior to their arrival, so that they would stand a good chance of survival.

Mrs Banks added that unfortunately, the SWiB team would be unable to fund both the trees and the Wildflowers and said that the Wildflower seeds cost approximately £300.00.
Mrs Cornwell informed members that the Borough Councils CIL Fund reopens in January 2023, she stated that money for the trees could be applied for under the Green Infrastructure Heading – to reduce carbon emissions and to support biodiversity and wildlife friendly areas. 

Mrs Banks added that she had recently seen an avenue of Whitebeam and Red Maple which looked beautiful, she said that these trees are not too big and would be a nice choice.
After further discussion, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council accepts Mr Highs offer to apply for Grant Funding for 9ft trees, as per the varieties discussed, this was seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour.
Mr High thanked members for allowing him to attend and he left the meeting.

5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

County Councillor Daubney: No Report

Borough Councillor Nockolds: Cllr Nockolds informed members that the Southgate Master Plan is currently in a period of public consultation, she said that this runs until 31st October. Drop-in sessions are being held at the Borough Council cabin at the Tuesday Market Place where people can look at the plans and put forward their views.
Cllr Nockolds spoke about Creative Arts East who put on a number of free activities for over 50’s in the Village Hall.

She stated that it is very popular with various activities including Caribbean Dancing, Folk Singing, African Drumming and Creative Writing.

The events take place every second and fourth Wednesday of the month the next dates being tomorrow, Wednesday 12th October between 1pm and 3pm and 26th October, 10am until midday. Refreshments are available.
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Borough Councillor Middleton: No Report
6.  REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:

Assets  

Mr Price confirmed that no meeting had been held. 

Finance
Mr Jordan confirmed that a meeting had been held on Wednesday 5th October 2022, the minutes and a revised Monitoring Sheet had been circulated to all members.

Half year accounts: Mr Jordan explained that members of the Finance Committee had gone through the half year finances and said that the figure in the spend column was slightly over half of the Budget, due to some one-off costs, including work on the Track across the Green, the Trade Bins and Subscriptions etc.

Mr Jordan referred to the revised Budget Monitoring Sheet and stated that the nett total of £52,442.27 against a Budget of £99,965.00 is good, considering that several one-off payments have been made.

With no questions and all members happy, Mr Jordan proposed that the Finances are a correct record of the half year accounts; this was seconded by Mr Bland with all members in favour.
Mr Jordan spoke briefly about the overspend on the Safety surfacing at the Small Children’s Play area and the suggestion made by Mr Border that £500 of the £2,000 Anglian Water Community Grant could be used towards this.  He suggested however, that a contribution towards the shortfall could be paid using the unspent Miscellaneous Funds instead. After brief discussion, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council contributes £1,500.00 plus an additional £500.00 from the Miscellaneous Funds towards the shortfall, this was seconded by Mr Price with all members in favour.

Annual Return / External Audit:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that the Annual Return had been received back from the External Auditors PKF Littlejohn, and no comments had been made which is good. 

All Members were happy and accepted the External Auditors Report.
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Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.

Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price with the Bank Statements for September 2022 and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Price was happy that everything balanced, he and Mr Jordan, the Chairman of the Finance Committee initialled the Bank Statements. 
Planning  

Planning Reports:  Mr Bland explained that all members had been provided with a copy of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and Decisions. He stated that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email, unless a full meeting is called to allow members of the Public to attend.

22/00074/TPO: Mr Bland spoke regarding the application for the Old Rectory, Hall Lane, South Wootton and stated that the Parish Council have responded to the Borough Council as follows:
On viewing the details, there seems to be a very extensive list of trees to be felled. The Parish Council would like to make comment and say that, if these trees are dangerous and pose a threat to property or life the Parish Council agrees with the removal, however, the Parish Council would like this checked by the Borough Council Arboriculturist to make sure nothing is removed unnecessarily.

South Wootton Neighbourhood Plan Policy 7.1 refers.

Emerald Homes, Grimston Road:  Mr Bland reported that the Clayland Development site has now changed hands to Emerald Homes, part of the RTW Developments Group.
He explained that on 20th September, along with Mr Jordan, Mr Price, and Mrs Kirby, he had attended a meeting with Mr Marshall, from Emerald Homes to discuss what they have planned – See circulated notes.
Mr Bland was pleased to say that a positive from the meeting was that Mr Marshall has indicated that Emerald Homes do not like flats, and these will not be built.
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Mrs Cornwell referred to the notes and wished to make an amendment to page three, second from bottom paragraph – regarding the boundary on the Eastern side (Knights Hill Development). It was said that this will be hedged to allow a wildlife corridor, the remainder will be fully fenced around the perimeter.
With all members happy, it was agreed that a copy should be sent to Mr Marshall.

Mr Price added that after the meeting Mr Marshall had agreed to keep the Parish Council updated and will attend our meetings as necessary.

Primary Care Centre, Edward Benefer Way:  Mrs Banks reported that at the last St James Medical Practice PPG Meeting she had attended, it was confirmed that work on the new Primary Care Centre will start on 14th October 2022 with an expected completion date of January 2024.

She stated that due to time constraints there is no intention to use a link road with the proposed roundabout and there will be a direct access to the Primary Care Centre from Edward Benefer Way.

Mr Price stated that this was disappointing and asked Mrs Banks to convey the Parish Councils disappointment.
Mrs Banks stated that unfortunately the time frame for the new housing development is too long and development of the Primary Care Centre cannot wait as there is a concern of losing the funding and the project becoming unaffordable. 
Policy
Mr Price confirmed that no meeting had been held, however there were three documents that needed to be looked at. 
Policy for the Proper Use of the Green: 

Mrs Cornwell referred members to the circulated document and stated that there were no amendments.

Scheme of Delegation:
Mrs Cornwell explained that there was one small addition to the document regarding future pandemics.

South Wootton Parish Council Action Plan 2022-23: 

Mrs Cornwell explained that there was one addition regarding the Parish Gates.

-88-

With all members happy with the documents, Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council accepts the Policy for the Proper Use of the Green, the Scheme of Delegation, and the SWPC Action Plan 2022-23; this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.

Temporary Policy Committee Chairman: Mrs Cornwell explained that Mr Smallwood has now, unfortunately been absent for ten months, and whilst during that period no Policy meetings had been held, a meeting would be required in January 2023 to discuss various matters including the Staff Appraisals.
It was therefore suggested that a temporary Chairman be appointed for the Policy Committee until Election time in May 2023, when the situation can be reviewed.

After brief discussion, Mrs Albinson proposed that Mr Hofmeister be the temporary Policy Committee Chairman, this was seconded by Mr Bland with all members in favour,
Members thanked Mr Hofmeister for taking on the role.
Mrs Cornwell confirmed that Mr Smallwood remains on top of all paperwork regarding Policy and Parish Council matters. 

Mr Hofmeister spoke regarding the various Policies that the Parish Council has in place and stated that as with the situation this evening, if there are no / minor changes, these should be looked at and agreed at the full Parish Council meeting or via email. He felt that in such instances, it is unnecessary to hold a separate meeting.

He added, however, that the Policy Committee will continue to convene as and when necessary and for Staff Appraisals etc.

All members were happy.

7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – See attached.
Junior School: - See attached.
Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts reported that a meeting had been held on 22nd September 2022, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

Mrs Gotts reminded members that the “200 Club” still needs more members, anyone wishing to join the “200 Club” can do so by contacting Tracey at the Parish Office.
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Mr Hofmeister commented regarding the recently removed Cycle Inhibitors and said that access for cyclists is now much better.

With no questions, all members were happy.

South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Banks confirmed that a meeting had been held on 18th September 2022, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.
She was pleased to report that the South Wootton in Bloom Team had entered the Virtual Anglia in Bloom competition over the Summer and the Village had won a Gold Award for the Churchyard, A Silver Gilt for Wootton Park and a Silver Award for The Green.

The Certificates and a Wooden Bowl trophy are on display in the Parish Office.
Mrs Banks said that she would ensure the results are displayed in the SWiB Noticeboard on The Green.
8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list, plus:
BCKL&WN

Medworth Consultation Open 4/10/22 to 15/11/22
Info

NPlaw


Consultation






    “

NALC Wellbeing
Newsletter






    “

Police


SNAP Meeting – 18th October 2022


    “




Agenda & July Minutes

Traffic Orders
Footpath Closure – PROW FP3



    “




Meadow Road to The Mast on Nursery Lane




28.10.2022 to 27.4.2023

NALC Representative:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that both Mrs Albinson and Mr Scales had kindly volunteered to stand as our NALC Representative, however, after discussion, Mr Scales took on the role and he was attending the first meeting this evening.

Outdoor Carol Service – Village Hall Car Park: Mrs Cornwell informed members that Rev James Nash had been in touch to ask if he can once again hold an Outdoor Carol Service in the Village Hall Car Park. It is planned that the event will run similar to last year with the use of electricity from the Village Hall.

After brief discussion, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council allow Rev Nash to hold the Carol Service in the Village Hall Car Park, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
It is planned that the Carol Service will take place on 23rd December 2022.

-90-
Civility and Respect Pledge:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that NALC had sent through some documents relating to the Civility and Respect Pledge, she explained that this is to be used in replacement of the Bullying and Harassment Policy.
Mrs Cornwell stated that within the Civility and Respect Pledge there are a number of statements that the Parish Council need to agree to and tick the relevant boxes.
Mrs Cornwell read out each of the statements.

With all members happy with the statements and all the boxes ticked, the Parish Council agreed to adopt the Civility and Respect Pledge.

Mrs Cornwell said that she would sign up online and explained that there is a map that shows all the other Councils that have also signed up.
9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated list.

Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount

No




No
111
CPRE



108457
Membership


  36.00

112
ESPO



108458
VH Gas – Aug

 
  55.95

113
MKM



108459
Allotments Materials
  
  10.48

114
HMRC



Cont’b Sept




937.38

114A
Norfolk Pension Fund

BACS 29 Sept Cont’b - Sept
         
          1437.22

114B
Prudential


BACS
29 Sept AVC – TC –Sept
  
150.00

114C
Mrs T Cornwell

BACS 29 Sept Salary & Exps Sept)

114D
Mrs M Kirby


BACS 29 Sept Salary – Sept)                      2579.05

114E
S Wightman


BACS 29 Sept Salary– Sept)      

114F
D Philpot


BACS 29 Sept Salary – Sept)
                      1490.95

114G
Peter Bourner


BACS 29 Sept Tree Surgery
         
          1880.00

114H
BMAC Garden Services
BACS 29 Sept – Various Jobs

  50.00

114I
J S D’Aloia


BACS 29 Sept Stage Payment                  36000.00

114J
SWiB



BACS 29 Sept Donation


500.00

114K
V J Knitwear


BACS 29 Sept Refuse Sacks

              16.74

114L
BT 



D/D    14 Sept VH Wi-Fi


  29.99

114M
Barclays


D/D
 6 Sept A/C charges

              25.67

Plus, Accounts received since circulated list:
115
K & M Lighting


108461
Street Lighting Maint Oct
499.19
116
The Probus Club of KL
108462
Refund of V/Hall Deposit
  50.00

117
CGM Ltd


108463
Grass Cutting September
479.75

118
Imperative Training

108464
V/Hall Defibrillator Pads
128.40
119
Brights



108465
V/Hall Cleaning

451.01
120
ECS Computers

108466
Online Backup and Email
188.04
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Bank balances as at 30.9.2022
Community Account
      

     
         76,256.94
Step saver a/c
                 
      
                  0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                             100,000.00
Total                                                                                              £176,256.94
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.00pm.
10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 8th November 2022, in the Village Hall, South Wootton.
8th November 2022                                                               

     Chairman
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