 SOUTH WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL
I start my Article for January with some very sad news, one of our longest serving Parish Councillors, John Smallwood sadly passed away before Christmas. John was first elected as a Parish Council in 1974. At the time, Local Government re-organisaton led to the formation of the Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk and the duties and responsibilities of Parish Councils were expanded. The number of South Wootton Parish Councillors was increased from six to ten and John was one of the new, formally elected, Parish Councillors. John served on the Parish Council for almost 50 years and just a brief snapshot of some of the important events which occurred during that period are testament to his dedication. In 1975, John was asked to take on the duties of Common Reeve and look after the day to day running of the Green. In 1976, at Johns instigation, the Green was listed in the register of Town and Village Greens. In 1977, John helped to organize the Silver Jubilee celebrations for our late Queen. In 1981, the Village Hall was built and in 1982, land close to the Village Hall was acquired for use as a new Cemetery. In 1986, John became Chairman of the Parish Council, a position he held for 24 years. In 2004, the Parish Plan was published and in 2006, the Parish Office built. In 2007, the Parish Design Statement was published, which included guidelines for future development, and structural problems with the Village Hall roof meant that future administration was taken over by the Parish Council. In 2008 the Village Hall was re-opened, and the Parish Council was awarded Quality Parish Status. In 2010, John decided to stand down as Chairman but continued with his role as a Parish Councillor as well as Chairman of the Policy Committee. John used his time as a Parish Councillor to improve conditions in the village and will be greatly missed. 
On a very different note, with the harsh winter days and many people worrying about money, some help is at hand. Every Library in Norfolk is operating as a Warm Hub, where people who may be suffering from hardship or heat deprivation can visit, keep warm, play board games and get a warm drink. Warm packs are also available in the library for people in need, the packs are for adults and children and include scarfs, hats, gloves and blankets. Sanitary packs are also available. During staffed library times hot drinks and biscuits are served.  

Just a little reminder of the Creative Arts East events for older people in Norfolk, are running from now until March 2023. Events are held in South Wootton Village Hall and are suitable for those aged 50+, sessions offer an opportunity to improve wellbeing, try something new and meet others in a safe environment. Activities range from Caribbean Dancing, Folk Singing to African Dancing and Creative Writing. For more details, please contact Lauren on 01953 713390/07359 099950 or email lauren@creativeartseast.co.uk.

Come along, meet someone new, stay warm and have fun trying something new.
Wootton Park 200 Club:

At our last meeting, the Committee decided to increase the prize fund slightly, and add more winners. We now have a first prize of £40, followed by four prizes of £20. This will allow more people to win a prize. Even £20 will nearly cover one year’s subscription. Hopefully, winners will spread the word and we will get more people to join. Obviously if the member numbers drop too much we will have to re-think.
Please contact me in the office by telephone, or by email if you would like to join. The annual subscription is £24.
The Parish Office at 24 Church Lane, South Wootton, Kings Lynn, PE30 3LJ, is open to the public between 9am and 11am on each weekday morning except Wednesdays. You can leave messages on the answer phone, or you can email us. Moira or I will respond as soon as we can.

Tracey Cornwell (Parish Clerk)
    KL 671692

e-mail: info@southwoottonpc.co.uk
Quality Parish Council
