S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 14th March 2023 

In the Village Hall, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. PRESENT: Mr D Price, Mrs T Banks, Mr P Bland, Mrs D Gotts, Mr S Wells, Mr K Reynolds, Mr M Narborough, Mrs M Albinson, Mr S Scales, Mr R Williamson, Mrs T Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 

Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds

APOLOGIES: Mr I Jordan, Mr A Evans, Mr H Hofmeister, and County Councillor Mr N Daubney

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 14th February 2023, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Scales, seconded by Mr Bland, with all members in favour, they were signed by the Chairman. 
3.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant.
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – None
Parish Council Elections: Mrs Cornwell explained that she had been to collect the Election Packs from the Borough Council and explained that guidance notes for completion are available on their website, she said that she also has a copy of the guidance notes available in the Parish Office.

She explained that once members have filled in the forms, if they return them to her as soon as possible, she will then deliver them all together to the Borough Council. Nomination papers can be handed in from Tuesday 21st March up until the deadline of 4pm on Tuesday 4th April. Mrs Cornwell added that forms cannot be dated before 21st March 2023.
It was said that the Elections this year, will be held on Thursday 4th May 2023.
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

County Councillor Daubney: No Report
Borough Councillor Nockolds: See attached report.

Cllr Nockolds informed members that she would not be standing for Re-election in May, she stated that she had been a Borough Councillor for South Wootton since 1999 and had really enjoyed it, she added that she often tells people that South Wootton is the best Parish Council in West Norfolk.
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Mrs Cornwell thanked Cllr Nockolds for everything she has done for South Wootton and said that she would be greatly missed.

Mrs Cornwell informed members that the recently submitted CIL Application for the Parish Office Extension had been successful and she thanked Cllr Nockolds for her support.

With no questions, Mr Price thanked Cllr Nockolds for her report.

Borough Councillor Middleton: No Report
6.  REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:

Assets  

Mr Narborough confirmed that a meeting had been held on 1st March 2023, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members. 

Allotments - Use of Water Pumps: Mr Narborough explained that the one-year trial of the Water Pumps is coming to an end and commented that in that time some abuse of the tanks had taken place, with an incident over the Autumn when some damage had been caused to the pipework of one of the Water Tanks, possibly caused by a Tenant attempting to attach a Water Pump directly to the inlet pipe, causing a leak for several days and a huge loss of water.

In addition to this it was said that there had been a significant increase seen in the Water Bills this year.

Mr Reynolds felt that all water pump equipment should be prohibited as people will find other ways to siphon the water from the tanks.

After discussion, Mrs Banks proposed that the use of Water Pumps and all associated equipment should be prohibited, this was seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour.

Mrs Banks asked what would happen if tenants continued to use Water Pumps and / or associated equipment.

Members agreed that a Warning Letter should be sent to offending tenants stating that failure to comply with the rules will result in the termination of their Tenancy Agreement.
Mrs Kirby informed members that she would inform Tenants of the situation within the Renewals letter due to be posted to Tenants at the beginning of April.
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Bonfires:  Mr Reynolds reported that just recently there had been an incident of a large fire on the Allotments, which had caused a great deal of smoke blowing towards the ASDA Supermarket / Car Park direction, he felt that it may be time to make the Allotments a “Smoke Free Zone”.

Mrs Cornwell informed members that the Parish Council does not allow Bonfires at the Grimston Road Allotments between 1st March and 30th September, it was therefore suggested that there is time for the matter to be discussed fully by the Assets Committee at their Meeting in June.
Again, it was explained that any Tenant not adhering to the rules regarding Bonfires will be sent a Warning Letter stating that failure to comply with the rules will result in the termination of their Tenancy Agreement.

Cockleshells:  Mr Narborough stated that with the Rental income due to be received, he would like to order three additional loads of cockleshells to be placed on the Driveways and the Car Park area.

After brief discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should order three loads of cockleshells for use on the driveways and Car Park area, this was seconded by Mrs Gotts with all members in favour.

Replacement Water Tank:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the small Water Tank sited on Plot 11B and suggested that this should be upgraded and replaced with a larger Tank. 

With all members happy, Mr Williamson proposed that the Parish Council should upgrade and replace the Water Tank on Plot 11B with a larger Tank, this was seconded by Mr Scales with all members in favour.

Village Hall - Structural Survey:  Mr Narborough confirmed that the Village Hall Structural Survey has been carried out, and the report has been received, he explained that a new Surveyor had carried out the Survey and had identified a few things for us to look at.

It was explained that the Survey Report has been sent to Mr D’Aloia to look at and he and Mrs Cornwell will meet at the Hall in due course to look at the items raised and to see what he suggests needs doing.

Mr Narborough commented that the rear of the Village Hall needs to be tidied up and stated that some rubbish had accumulated in the area and some of the long grass and brambles need to be cut back.

Mrs Cornwell said that she would have a look at the issue and request that either Mr McIntyre or CGM Ltd carry out the remedial work.
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Village Hall Front Hedge:  Mr Narborough explained that he and Mrs Cornwell had been to inspect the Village Hall Eastern Boundary and had decided that the old barbed wire which runs along the side should be removed for safety reasons, the existing posts will be retained and the existing wire on the front boundary will be pulled tight and a few additional pyracantha hedging whips will be ordered and planted to fill in the gaps.

All members were happy.
Parish Office Meeting Room Extension: Mr Narborough stated that the work on the Parish Office Extension is going well and near completion, the Parish Office is closed this week, for redecoration and for the carpets to be laid.

It is hoped that the Extension will be fully complete and ready for use by the end of March.

Cemetery:  Mr Narborough explained that a lady had been in touch to explain that her elderly Father-in-Law is having difficulty visiting the graveside of his long-term partner in the Cemetery. 

It was said that the depth of the shingle is so deep in places, that he is unable to walk through it or use his mobility vehicle and would therefore like to drive into the Cemetery in a car.

Mr Narborough stated that he would like to meet with the lady in the first instance to look at the issue and a possible way to resolve the problem, it was felt that cars entering the Cemetery is not appropriate.

Mrs Cornwell stated that she would contact the lady to see if she would be happy to attend a meeting to look at the situation.

Whilst it was acknowledged that no other reports had been received regarding the issue, Mrs Banks suggested that future CIL Funds could be used to improve access to the Cemetery.

Peacocks: Mr Narborough spoke regarding the Peacocks at Oak Avenue and stated that the situation is ongoing, attempts are still taking place to rehomed some of the birds to the Holkham Estate. 

It was said that it is difficult for the Parish Council to try and find the right balance to please everyone and a recent “Wootton News” email produced by a local resident had antagonised some residents living in the Oak Avenue area.
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The Green and Open Spaces - Pond Area Health and Safety: Mr Narborough confirmed that work to replace the loose posts has been carried out by Mr Lee, and the life ring has been relocated to a more central position. The safety signage is now also in place.

Parish Gates:  Mrs Banks reported that the newly installed Parish Gates are becoming quite dirty and asked whose responsibility it is to clean them.

Mrs Cornwell stated that this may be something that the NCC Rangers can assist with, she said that she would put this on the list of jobs for when they next visit the area.

(Clerks Note: Email sent to NCC Rangers to see if the Parish Gates can be cleaned within the April visits).
Finance
Mr Price confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last meeting.

Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price with the Bank Statements for February 2023 and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Price was happy that everything balanced, he initialled the Bank Statements. 
Planning  

Planning Reports:  Mr Bland explained that all members had been provided with a copy of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and Decisions. He stated that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email, unless a full meeting is called to allow members of the Public to attend.

22/00536/F: Proposed New Dwelling - Old Rectory, Hall Lane, South Wootton:  Mr Bland reported that he had attended the Borough Council’s Planning Committee Meeting at the Town Hall on Monday 6th March when the application for the Old Rectory was discussed.
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He explained that the application was subsequently refused by the Committee, and thanks were given to Cllr Nockolds for supporting the Parish Council in our objections to the proposal. 
22/02301/F: Variation of Condition - Planning Permission 20/01123/O Proposed 4 dwellings (outline) - Land to the South of 9 and N of Oxborough Drive, Green Lane, South Wootton:  Mr Reynolds informed members that he had recently carried out a site visit and had found that the distance from the newly laid groundworks to the boundary is only one metre for one dwelling and a little over one metre for others. He stated that the Variation of Condition is for installation of a 1.2m high fence rather than a replacement hedge.

Mr Reynolds stated that due to the close proximity there is no longer room available for the replacement hedge.

Mrs Cornwell stated that members of the Planning Committee had already looked at and had considered the Variation of Condition application and its objections will be submitted in the morning. It is strongly felt that a replacement hedgerow is more appropriate and that the installation of a 1.2m high fence should be refused.

License Application for The Glass House Bistro: Mrs Gotts asked what the outcome was in relation to the Parish Council’s response to longer opening hours and the consumption of alcohol. Mrs Cornwell said that the Planning Committee supported the application with a majority decision, but did point out that Parish Council’s are not statutory authorities with regards to applications under the Licensing Act 2003. 

Policy 
Mr Price confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last meeting.
7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – See attached.
Junior School: - See attached.
Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts confirmed that a meeting had been held on 27th February 2023, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.
Mrs Gotts reminded members that the “200 Club” still needs more members and said that there are now five winners per month. Flyers promoting the “200 Club” have been made up for distribution to homes within North and South Wootton.
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Anyone wishing to join the “200 Club” can do so by contacting Tracey at the Parish Office.

The Picnic on the Park event is planned to go ahead this year on 10th June 2023, hopefully this will prove to be a great event for people to come along to and enjoy and raise some money.
South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Banks confirmed that a meeting had been held on 28th February 2023, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.
A tree which had recently come down near to Tintern Grove in the high winds has been cleared up, an additional dead tree at the South Wootton Strip is scheduled to be removed.

It was said that Open Gardens is to be restarted this year and anyone willing to open their gardens for the event should contact her.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list, plus:
NCC 


    Road Closure - Nursery Lane (Elmhurst Drive 50 m)    Info

    27th to 28th March 2023

Norfolk Lieutenancy
    Coronation Newsletter



               PC

NALC Wellbeing
    County Deal Information




    Info
  
St James Medical Practice:  Mrs Banks informed members that an Open Meeting has been organised for Thursday 16th March 2023 for patients to attend and learn about the new Surgery.

The meeting will be held at the Methodist Church Rooms on London Road at 6pm.

9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated list.

Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount

No




No
201
Total Energies


108547
S/Lighting Supply – Jan       1920.66

202
Total Energies


108548
PO Electric – Jan

119.80

203
Total Energies


108549
VH Electric – Jan

537.26

204
ESPO



108550
VH Gas – Jan

              91.96

205
4Way Refrigeration

108551
PO Air Conditioning
        12891.60

206
Timber Services

108552
Posts + Concrete

199.20

207
Brights



108553
VH Cleaning


451.01

208
J Dossetor


108554
Union Flag – St Marys
  25.95
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209
BHiB Insurance

108555
PO increased building sum
  47.07

210
M Fysh


108556
PO & VH Window cleaning
  25.00

211
A10 Pest Control

108557
Pest Control Allot/Pond
108.00

212
Anglian Water


108558
Allots 17/11-16/2

  43.14

213
Gaswise


108559
VH Boiler Service

120.00

214
HMRC



108560
Cont’b – Feb

            894.74

214A
Norfolk Pension Fund

BACS 23 Feb Cont’b  - Feb
         
          1486.78

214B
Prudential


BACS
23 Feb AVC – TC –Feb
  
150.00

214C
Mrs T Cornwell

BACS 23 Feb Salary & Exps Feb)

214D
Mrs M Kirby


BACS 23 Feb Salary – Feb)                        2735.71

214E
S Wightman


BACS 23 Feb Salary– Feb)      

214F
D Philpot


BACS 23 Feb Salary – Feb)
                      1460.61

214G
J.S D’Aloia


BACS 23 Feb Stage Payment                     8110.19

214H   Gemstone Surveyors

BACS 23 Feb VH Structural Survey              540.00

214I
V & J Knitwear

Refuse Sacks



              39.60

214J
BMAC Garden Svs

Various Jobs




150.00

214K
Peter Bourner


Tree Surgery




450.00

214L
Barclays


A/C Charges




  37.13

214M
BT 



VH Wi-Fi




  29.99

Plus, Accounts received since circulated list:
215
AMR Fire & Security

108561
PO/VH Intr/Fire Alrm Service 524.40

216
ECS Computers

108562
Online backup/toner

490.44

217
BCKLWN


108563
Dog Bin Empty
          2288.00

218
Glasdon


108564
Litter Bin W/P


274.20

219
EP Magem


108565
Fire Risk Assmnts PO/VH
100.00

220
K & M Lighting


108566
S/Lighting Maint

499.19

221
CGM



108567
Play Equip Insp/Green Slit
155.80

222
A10 Pest Control

108568
Pest Control – Allots/Pond
108.00

223
Glebe Farm Hedging

108569
VH Pyracantha Plants
  
  96.75

224
Anglian Water


108570
VH Water


189.02

225
Total Energies


108571
S/Lighting Supply
         1683.55

226
Total Energies


108572
PO Electric


108.16

227
Total Energies


108573
VH Electric


219.86

228
Fenland Leisure

108574
Birds Nest Swing Seat
846.00

229
Anglian Water


108575
PO Water


  43.74

230
Anglian Water


108576
Allots Water


  28.21

231
Brights



108577
VH Materials


  10.27

Bank balances as at 28.2.2023
Community Account
      

     
                19,823.43
Business Premium Account                  
      
                                     75,000.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                                              0.00
Total                                                                                                       £94,823.43
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There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.00pm.
10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 11th April 2023, in the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton.
Parish Assembly: 7.00pm on Friday 14th April 2023, in the Village Hall, Church Lane, South Wootton.
11th April 2023                                                               

     Chairman
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